
Obadiah—rightly understood through Joel, Amos and Acts—is about
gospel deliverance and gospel takeover. It is about the advance of the
kingdom of God, the building of the church and the progress of world
mission.

When does that happen? Right now. Ever since the day of Pentecost. It
is true that the straggling, defeated, humiliated exile moment at which
Obadiah was delivered was once historically enacted in the life of
Christ—when he was on the cross (see Chapter 6 above). But we must not
get stuck there: the resurrection and enthronement of King Jesus mean
that we are emphatically in the period of verses 17–21. True, it is being
realized only progressively, but progressive realization is not
postponement, nor watering down or spiritualizing away.

Where is this happening? Not just in greater Palestine but all over the
world. Right now, today, as the gospel is preached, Obadiah 17–21 is
being fulfilled. Israel’s hope has expanded. The world belongs to Israel.
The Abrahamic covenant is being fulfilled through the gospel, and that
means every family of the earth being blessed through his seed. The glory
of a prince lies in the multitude of his subjects and, since our Lord Jesus is
the most glorious prince of all, his is the outstanding, the everlasting, the
truly international kingdom.

What does this look like? Praise God, you can see it there in Obadiah:
rescued and renewed human beings, righteous rule, brotherly love and
humility, Spirit-empowered leadership—and all amounting to the thing
that, in our right minds, is what we want above all else, ‘the kingship
shall be the LORD’s’. See Chapter 10 for more about this.

Study questions
1. Look at the New Testament passages below which take up Old

Testament prophecies and relate them to the completed work of Christ
and the spread of the gospel. Compare them with the way in which Joel,
Amos and Obadiah have been considered in this chapter.
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• Hosea 11:1 in Matthew 2:15
• Zechariah 9:9 in Matthew 21:5
• Isaiah 6:9–10 in Acts 28:26–28
• Deuteronomy 30:13–14 in Romans 10:6–10
• Hosea 13:14 in 1 Corinthians 15:55
• Zechariah 8:16 in Ephesians 4:25
• Jeremiah 31:31–34 in Hebrews 8:8–12
• Exodus 19:6 in 1 Peter 2:9
• Hosea 1:6,9–10 in 1 Peter 2:10
2. When we read the Old Testament after having come to understand

that all God’s promises are ‘Yes’ in Jesus Christ, it is like reading a novel
the second time around. You begin to notice all sorts of things about
events, characters and speeches in earlier parts of the book in the light of
what is then revealed in later parts of the book. Consider this in relation
to the way in which the following different parts of the Old Testament
point to Jesus and the gospel age:

• the sacrificial system set up under Moses
• the history of the judges and the kings
• great hero figures of the Old Testament
• the righteous and wise life described in Proverbs
• the hopes and fears of the psalmists

Notes

1. See Raabe, p. 33; or Bewer, Baker and Keil/Delitzsch on Obadiah v. 17. Details of these

books are to be found in the Further Resources section. 

2. A possible objection is that, at Pentecost, Peter ends his quotation of Joel just before the

Obadiah section. I have attempted a lighthearted response to this objection in Appendix 2.

3. Johan Renkema, Obadiah (Historical Commentary on the Old Testament; Leuven: Peeters,

2003), p. 25.

4. See commentaries on Amos and Acts for more technical discussion of these difficulties.

Jesus in Obadiah (3): Obadiah and the gospel (vv. 17–21)
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