
The author

Haggai, the first of a trio of post-exilic prophets (Zechariah and
Malachi are the other two), exercised the whole of his prophetic
ministry in 520 BC, the second year of Darius Hystaspes (Ezra

4:24). Apart from his book, which is the second shortest in the Old
Testament (only Obadiah is shorter), he is mentioned by name only in
Ezra 5:1, 6:14; alluded to in Zechariah 8:9; and spoken of in the
Apocrypha (1 Esdras 6:1; 7:3; 2 Esdras 1:40). The Septuagint (Greek
translation of the Old Testament, known as LXX) attributes various
Psalms to Haggai and Zechariah (137,145–148), although these Psalms
may have been introduced into the temple service on the
recommendation of these prophets who were men of great faith, rather
than written by them.
There is no information about Haggai’s tribal ancestry, parentage,

birth, life or death, either in the Bible or in any other source. According to
an ancient Christian tradition, Haggai belonged to a priestly family. He
was born in Babylon during the captivity and, as a young man, journeyed
with his parents to Jerusalem in 537 BC under the leadership of
Zerubbabel. He survived the completion of the temple and after his death
was buried with honour near the sepulchres of the priests.
If, as the above tradition states, Haggai was a young man or even a

child when he returned under Zerubbabel, eighteen years before he
started to prophesy, his omission from the list of returning exiles found in
Ezra 2 is understandable. However, there is no suggestion that he was
from the tribe of Levi or a descendant of Aaron and at no time does he
identify himself with the priestly class. Furthermore, it is unlikely that he
would have called on the priests (2:11–13) if he himself had been a priest.
Some commentators believe that Haggai and Zechariah returned to
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Jerusalem either late in the reign of Cambyses or early in the reign of
Darius I.
If Haggai 2:3 indicates that the prophet saw the temple ‘in its former

glory’, before its destruction by the Babylonians in 586 BC, then he must
have been a contemporary of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, and over 70
years old when he commenced his ministry. The authority he
commanded and his single-minded preoccupation with the temple rather
tend to bear this out, although his drive and energy point to a much
younger man.
A Jewish tradition states that he was a member of ‘The Great

Synagogue’, a group of men who led both church and state, and an
eminent scholar who lived most of his life in Babylon. Augustine, one of
the Christian fathers, says that in Babylon, along with Zechariah, he
prophesied the Jews’ return to Jerusalem. On the basis of his omission
from Ezra 2 and his knowledge of the agricultural difficulties, he may
have been one of the poor Judean farmers who were left in Palestine by
Nebuzaradan ‘to work the vineyards and fields’ (2 Kings 25:12). As he is
referred to simply as ‘the prophet Haggai’ (1:1), he was probably well
known in the small Judean community.
Nothing is known about the date of his death. He may have seen the

completion of the temple in the sixth year of Darius (Ezra 6:15) or he may
have died very soon after his last message, leaving Zechariah to continue
the prophetic ministry alone. He was probably older than Zechariah as
his name always appears first when they are mentioned together.
His name, the precise form of which is found nowhere else in the Old

Testament, is derived from the root ‘hag’, meaning ‘festival’ or ‘festive’.
The literal meaning of Haggai (haggay) is ‘my feast’ or possibly ‘feast of
the LORD’ if the name is abbreviated from Haggiah (1 Chronicles 6:30). It
has been argued that he was so named either because he was born on a
feast day, perhaps during the Feast of Tabernacles, or because his parents
anticipated the speedy return of the exiles to Jerusalem. It is even possible
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that Haggai was a nickname, though this is stretching the interpretation
a little too far. There is no doubt that his messages were festive, not only
because of their general content, but because each prophecy was uttered
on a feast day (1:1; 2:1,10).
Haggai was the first of the three post-exilic prophets to stir up the

people of God to perform their religious duties. With force and
conviction he rebuked, encouraged and directed the two leaders,
Zerubbabel and Joshua, and the whole remnant to rebuild the temple
and to return to the pure worship of God. He was a man of
unconquerable faith and iron resolution, with a burning zeal for the
restoration of the temple as the centre of national life, and with the power
to rouse men to action. He had a remarkable genius for organization and
a capacity for getting things done.
He has been called ‘The Successful Prophet’ on account of the

attention and obedience shown to his message by the people; for within a
space of four years the community in Jerusalem had completed the
temple.
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