
The message

Why does a righteous and sovereign God tolerate wrongdoing?
How are the divine attributes reconciled with the triumph of
the godless? Why do the wicked prosper and rule over the

righteous? Why does God raise up the ‘ruthless and impetuous’
Babylonians to execute judgement on his own people? These are some of
the questions that perplexed Habakkuk, challenged his faith and caused
him to question God’s government of the world.
These complaints in no way prove that Habakkuk was faithless, for

from the start the prophet had true faith in the essential goodness and
justice of God; but that faith was rudely tried, if not shaken, by the course
of events which he knew very well were under the guidance and control
of God. What he needed was a steadfast, unwavering trust. It is true that
to begin with he doubted and questioned—he was troubled by outward
circumstances, struggling to reconcile experience and belief; but by the
end of his conversation with God, with his faith soaring triumphantly, he
possessed complete confidence in the purposes of his Saviour.
Faith is ‘being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not

see’ (Hebrews 11:1). It is the condition and proof of righteousness, the
pledge and source of life and the underlying principle of a man’s
relationship with God. Through all the perplexities and dangers of life,
faith holds on to God and trusts in his promises. History unfolds with all
its apparent contradictions and absurdities, but ‘the righteous live by
faith’ (2:4; cf. Romans 1:17).
Habakkuk was more a moral seer and a deep theologian than a herald

of the future. He was a philosopher, earnest and candid and possessed of
unusual originality and force, sensitive, speculative, the suppliant among
the prophets and the preacher of theocratic optimism. He was a prophet
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of justice, not just because he complained about injustice, but because he
proclaimed clearly, to the Babylonians as well as to the people of Judah,
that man is a morally responsible being. One day he will give account to
God, who will judge him according to what he has done. In this way
divine justice will be vindicated and ‘the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD’ (2:14).
God has no favourites. First he punishes the wicked people of Judah,

then he raises up the Medes and Persians to crush the Babylonians for
their violent and merciless conduct. He plunders the plunderers,
disgraces the shameless, ridicules the mocker and cuts down the
murderer (2:5–20). On the other hand, the faithful remnant in Judah is
guaranteed salvation even through judgement. In all, the prophecy rises
from Judah’s particular judgement to the universal judgement upon all
nations, upon the whole of the ungodly world, to proclaim its
destruction and the dawning of salvation for the people of the LORD.
The purpose of Habakkuk’s message is twofold: to bring the wicked to

repentance by threatening judgement and to console the faithful by
promising salvation. Habakkuk himself, whose dialogue with God
concentrates on the overall government of the world, after initial
reservations and in the light of evidences of God’s power and past
dealings, finally submits, without question, to the sovereign LORD of
creation. This growth of faith from perplexity and doubt to the height of
absolute trust is one of the beautiful aspects of the book.
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