
Haman’s hatred
Esther 3:1–6

HAMAN’S PLOT TO DESTROY THE JEWS

3 After these events, King Xerxes honoured Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite,

elevating him and giving him a seat of honour higher than that of all the other nobles.
2All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honour to Haman, for the

king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay

him honour.

3Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, ‘Why do you disobey the

king’s command?’ 4Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore

they told Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behaviour would be tolerated, for

he had told them he was a Jew.

5When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honour, he was

enraged. 6Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of

killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s

people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.

Pride fed 3:1–2
Haman is typical of a breed of people we encounter too often in life. He is a

small man with far too much authority. Perhaps we first encountered

someone like him as a bullying school prefect; we are likely to meet him

again in many guises. Often he is little more than an irritation as he seeks to

show his importance at others’ expense. On occasion he can be a problem

of major proportions. He can be found in many walks of life: offices,

schools, prisons, even diaconates and elderships.

Xerxes has already demonstrated his lack of judgement. He now acts

true to character and elevates petty and mean-minded Haman to a place of

pre-eminence, second only to himself. God, in his mercy and for the

preservation of his people, has often seen to it that world leaders have godly
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advisors. He places the latter there to restrain their excesses and direct the

paths of the former. Joseph, Daniel and Nehemiah were godly advisors.

The sovereign Lord now permits an evil man into such a pre-eminent

position. Has God made a mistake, from which he will later have to

extricate himself? No! He is demonstrating another principle of his wise

governance by showing that:

Therefore once more I will astound these people

with wonder upon wonder;

the wisdom of the wise will perish,

the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.

Woe to those who go to great depths

to hide their plans from the LORD,

who do their work in darkness and think,

‘Who sees us? Who will know?’

Isaiah 29:14–15

The complexity of God’s rule is a delightful subject to dwell upon. He

governs nations yet deals justly with individuals. He directs the pathways of

men yet never negates their personal moral culpability. He restrains evil but

is never its author. We see the complexity of his rule in his dealings with

Pharaoh. Scripture asserts both that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and

that Pharaoh himself was the author of that hardness (Exod. 7:3, 14:4,

8:15). There is no contradiction here but rather a profound mystery. The

Lord governs all things according to his perfect plan, yet leaves men truly

the authors of their own actions and justly responsible for the

consequences.

Like most small men, Haman loves the adulation of others. He has an

overweening pride; he delights in the spectacle of the Persian nobles bowing

before him.

Pride dented 3:2–6
If Vashti rained on Xerxes’ parade, Mordecai caused it to pour on

Haman’s. He was a constant irritant because he alone refused to bow and

scrape to the newly elevated son of Hammedatha. Mordecai’s reasons for
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this refusal are not made clear. In taking this course of action he was

violating a direct command of the king. His reasons must have been

compelling for his refusal was not without danger. Two main suggestions

have been made.

1 RACIAL

Some have seen great significance in the family tree of these two men. There

was an age-old antipathy between the Amalekites and Israel that started in

the days of Moses (Exod. 17:16) and was never resolved. Mordecai, a

Benjamite, and boasted among his ancestors one ‘Kish’ [2:5]. Haman is

described as an Agagite. These ancestral identifications, despite any

difficulties of chronology, draw our attention to the events recorded in 1

Samuel 15. King Saul, the son of Kish, forfeits his kingdom through

disobedience to God’s command to utterly destroy the Amalekites and

King Agag. The suggestion is made that this racial hatred had persisted

down the centuries. Now, with descendants of both families thrown

together in exile, it surfaces again, with fatal consequences. Some would go

further and see redemptive significance. The aim of Haman is nothing

short of genocide, the utter destruction of the people of God. If the

children of Abraham perish, how can the Messiah, the Son of David,

assume his throne and fulfil his ministry? If this is indeed so, then what we

have here is nothing less than a major skirmish in a far greater battle—that

between the Lamb and the beast spoken of in Revelation 17:12–14—‘The

ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but

who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. They

have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. They

will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because

he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called,

chosen and faithful followers.’

2 PERSONAL

If we reject the first explanation, we are left with variations on the

second. Was there some personal history between these two men? None is

mentioned. Was Mordecai a good judge of character? Did he despise

Haman because he knew him to be an evil man? Least likely, was
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Mordecai too proud to give the honour due Haman’s by right of the king’s

decree?

On balance, the first suggestion seems to have most merit. It takes into

account the fact that the inspired writer cites these historical details, which

otherwise seem to have no significance.

Reflection/discussion topics from Chapter 5
1 Pride has been the downfall of many men. Consider the biblical

examples of Uzziah (2 Chron. 26), Hezekiah (2 Chron. 32:24–33),

Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4), Herod (Acts 12:19–25). What do we see as the

causes of and remedies for such pride?

2 In what ways can pride be manifested in our lives?

3 Is it right for Christians to honour other Christians or even

unbelievers? Consider Exodus 20:12; Romans 2:8, 12:10, 13:7; Philippians

2:25–30; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 2:17.

4 How should we appropriately honour these varied groups of people?

5 There is much evidence of national/racial feuding in the pages of

Scripture. Consider Galatians 3:26–29; Ephesians 2:11–22 and Revelation

5:9–10. Do these verses warrant our holding antagonism towards someone

on the grounds of race or nationality?
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