
‘God over all’ 
(Rom. 9:5)

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is

God over all, for ever praised! Amen.

What debates this verse has fuelled! Theologians, especially
those who want to undermine Christ’s deity, argue about the
order and punctuation of the verse, and some even claim that

this statement is not a doxology at all. But however the verse is
translated, it is clear that Paul places Christ on a par with God.1

Charles Hodge, nineteenth-century American theologian, sums up the
view of Reformed evangelical scholars: ‘Paul … declares that Christ,
who … as to his human nature … descended from the Israelites, is … the
supreme God, or God over all, and blessed for ever.’2 In this one verse the
apostle affirms that Christ has two natures: he is man, deriving his
‘human ancestry’ from birth within the Jewish race; he is also ‘God over
all’—the eternal, uncreated God the Son, the second Person of the divine
Trinity. This Trinitarian motif runs through many of the biblical
benedictions and doxologies.

Paul’s mention of ‘the human ancestry of Christ’ looks back to the
opening chapter of the letter to the Romans: ‘the gospel of God …
regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of
David’ (1:1, 3).

‘God over all’
An essential rule for interpreting the Bible—the theological term is
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hermeneutics—is to compare Scripture with Scripture. Are there other
Scriptures in which the apostle calls Christ God? Yes, there are. Take, as
an example, Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders: ‘Be shepherds of the
church of God, which he bought with his own blood’ (Acts 20:28). We
may add to this the apostle’s words to his assistant Titus: ‘we wait for the
blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ’ (Titus 2:13). In his letters to the Philippians and to the
Colossians, Paul writes about God coming to earth as a man in a human
body: ‘… Christ Jesus: Who being in very nature God … being made in
human likeness …’; ‘in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily
form’ (Phil. 2:5–7; Col. 2:9).

Where is Jesus Christ now? God

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far

above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not

only in this present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his

feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the

fullness of him who fills everything in every way.                                      (Eph. 1:20–23)

The power which raised Christ from the dead works in the souls of
believers (Eph. 1:18–19).

The expression ‘God over all’ is used in Ephesians 4:6: ‘one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all’. The repetition of
‘all’ indicates that the apostle’s theme in that chapter is the unity of the
church, the body of Christ.

Divine and human
The Gospel writers give us an insight into the mysterious interplay of
Christ’s divine and human natures in several of Jesus’s miracles. It is
because he is God that he has power to heal the sick (such as the leper,
Mark 1:40–41) and raise the dead (such as Lazarus, John 11:1–44), but
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because he is a man that he feels compassion (Mark 1:41) and weeps
(John 11:35).

The human Jesus slept as ‘A furious squall came up, and the waves
broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped’, and the experienced
fishermen were afraid of drowning. The divine Son of God ‘rebuked the
wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm’ (Mark 4:35–41).

Paul’s sorrow
What is the context of Paul’s doxology? The apostle’s ‘great sorrow and
unceasing anguish’ in his heart is due to the fact that his own race have
rejected their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 9:1–3). Paul is
distressed because his fellow-Jews neglected their God-given privileges
(9:4–5) and because many of his kinsmen did not belong to the true Israel
(vv. 6–9).

Only those who trust in Abraham’s God for salvation are the true
children of Israel. The children of Abraham are those who have the faith
of Abraham. This is the reason why ‘not all who are descended from
Israel are Israel’ (v. 6; see also 2:28–29; 4:1–25).

Why do some believe? It is because of God’s sovereign grace (vv. 10–
21). God said to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I have compassion’ (v. 15). Israel rejected
God because of their unbelief; however, God used this unbelief to bring
salvation to penitent sinners from all nations. Human responsibility and
divine sovereignty go hand-in-hand in the Bible.

Moreover, Paul weeps because those who reject Christ are ‘cursed’
(v. 3). Those—Jews and non-Jews—who will not weep in repentance
will weep for ever in hell. Paul wishes that he could enter hell instead of
his Jewish family and friends—such is his intensity. He echoes Moses’
desire after the incident of the golden calf (Exod. 32:31–33). Yet neither
Moses nor Paul could suffer hell on behalf of the lost because both men

Chapter 2

18 Doxology! Exploring and enjoying the New Testament benedictions

Doxology v6_Doxology  3 March 2012  19:30  Page 18



were sinners themselves. Only the sinless Son of God could die as the
substitute of sinners. He took the curse that we deserve: ‘Christ redeemed
us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us’ (Gal. 3:13).

The comment of William Hendriksen, twentieth-century American
Presbyterian pastor and writer, on Paul’s weeping is heart-searching:
‘The person who is unconcerned about those who are perishing may well
wonder whether he is a Christian.’3

How, then, does the doxology of verse 5 relate to its context? The
greatest privilege of all was to belong to the nation in which the Messiah
was born. The Messiah is the Lord Jesus Christ, who is ‘God over all’;
therefore, to reject him is to reject God. This rejection, whether by Jews
or non-Jews, merits eternal punishment.

Praise
In Romans 1:25 Paul writes about ‘the Creator—who is for ever praised’;
here, in 9:5, he calls us to praise the divine Saviour. He adds ‘Amen’ to
affirm that what God has planned will happen; nothing can thwart his
decrees.

Believers—Jews and non-Jews—will eternally praise God that Christ
saved them from the misery of hell and welcomed them into the bliss of
heaven.

‘I will have mercy’
Every time Thomas Bradwardine (1290–1349) read Romans 9 he paused
at verse 15—‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion’—and remembered how,
through that verse, he became a Christian. It was then that he realized
that God’s grace is a free gift that cannot be earned or bought by our
merits or efforts. It was a turning point that changed his preaching. From
that time he emphasized that salvation is through Christ alone.

Bradwardine became Chancellor of St Paul’s Cathedral, London, in
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1337 and in 1349 was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, a post he
held for only thirty-eight days because he died of the Black Death, a
bubonic plague that swept through Europe in the fourteenth century.

When Bradwardine visited Oxford, one of his hearers was John
Wycliffe, who picked up Bradwardine’s emphasis on God’s sovereign
grace, which he himself then preached at Lutterworth, Leicestershire,
from 1374 until his death in 1384. Wycliffe spread this message in two
ways: by commissioning itinerate preachers, known as Lollards; and by
translating the Bible from the Latin Vulgate version into vernacular
English, a task that he completed in 1382. This was the first complete
Bible in English.

Notes

1 William Hendriksen discusses the various translations of this verse in his Romans 9–16

(New Testament Commentary; Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1981), pp. 315–316.

2 Charles Hodge, Commentary on Romans (Geneva Commentary; Edinburgh: Banner of

Truth, 1989; electronic edn., STEP Files © 2003).

3 Hendriksen, Romans 9–16, p. 310.
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