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Two small coins
The story of  

the widow’s gift
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(This story is based on Luke 21:1–4 and Mark 

12:41–44. The Bible doesn’t tell us the name of 

the lady in this story but we are going to call 

her Sara. Some of this story is exactly as the 

Bible tells it. Other parts are what  

the author imagines may have happened.)
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Sara hurried through the crowded streets of Jerusalem 

towards the temple. She could see it in the distance, 

standing tall above the rest of the city, its stonework still 

bright and new. It was a magnificent building! Herod the 

Great had made lots of mistakes during his reign as king, 

but he had certainly done a good job with the construction 

of the temple. It had been forty-six years since he had 

ordered that a new temple be built and, although there 

was still work to be done on the outer buildings, the 

main inner courts were now complete. Somehow its huge 

size and beautiful gold trimmings, glimmering in the 

sunlight, emphasized the greatness of the God who was 

worshipped there.

Sara loved to go to the temple. For her, it wasn’t 

just a place of worship but also somewhere she could 

go simply to be around people. It had been a lonely life 

since her husband had died. She missed him greatly, and 

often wished she had someone she could go home to and 

chatter to about all the little things that had happened 

during each day. She wished he could have been at 

the temple with her a few days ago; he would have 

enjoyed that!

That day, Jerusalem had been packed full of visitors. Many 

of them had lined the streets cheering as Jesus entered the 

city. People had placed their coats on the ground or pulled 

leaves off trees for the donkey carrying Jesus to walk on. 

Everyone seemed delighted to see him. He had gone up to 

the temple and looked at everything going on there, but it 

was getting dark and he had left quickly with his friends. 

The next day he was back!
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As Jesus had walked into the temple it had been 

obvious that something was going to happen. He marched 

immediately over to the men selling cattle and sheep and 

began to drive all the animals out of the courtyard. He 

grabbed hold of the tables full of doves and turned them 

upside down, and swiped all the money off the money-

changers’ tables. Sara smiled as she remembered the 

shocked looks on everyone’s face! She knew her husband 

would have been glad. The men selling the animals for 

sacrifice always charged far too much, and the money-

changers always demanded enormous amounts to change 

ordinary money into coins accepted in the temple. Sara had 

agreed with the words that Jesus had shouted: ‘This should 

be a place of prayer,’ he had bellowed, ‘but you have turned 

it into a den of robbers!’

Now Sara was arriving at the temple. It seemed quieter 

than usual; she thought she knew what that meant! As 

expected, there were fewer sellers in the temple court, but 

Jesus was there, speaking to the large crowds that had 

gathered. Sara positioned herself carefully, close enough 

to hear every word that Jesus was saying, but far enough 

away to draw no attention to herself.

Many in the crowd were asking Jesus questions. It was 

obvious that many of them were trying to get Jesus to say 

something that they could complain about. However, Jesus 

seemed to answer each question without any difficulty.

Sara loved to listen to him. He made her feel important. 

So many of the religious leaders looked down their noses at 

widows like her. They seemed to think she was worthless; 

after all, she had no money to give to the temple. Quietly 
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Sara jingled the two coins in her pocket. This was all she 

had left in the world. What she was going to do with it 

would have seemed like foolishness to some people, but she 

was certain that this was what she wanted. She might be 

poor but she still trusted in God, and, if what Jesus said 

was true, it didn’t matter to God if you were rich or poor. 

What mattered was how much you loved him.

Slowly she walked across the temple courtyard. There 

were so many people around! She stopped for a moment 

and watched them all—the priests in their fine, flowing 

robes, the religious leaders praying in loud voices. She 

wondered what God would think about them.

Looking up, she realized with horror that Jesus was now 

sitting with his friends close to the place towards which she 

was heading. He seemed to be watching with interest what 

was going on. Person after person was walking towards the 

treasury box to put in some money as an offering to God. 

All the rich people seemed to throw their money into the 

box with such a clatter. Some of them lifted their money 

bags high to pour in the coins so that everyone could see 

how much they were giving. For a moment, Sara felt silly. 

What was the point of her giving two tiny copper coins? 

They were worth so little. What if someone saw her?

She sidled slowly towards the box, her hands clammy 

around the tiny coins. She waited until she was sure that 

no one was looking and then pulled her hand out of her 

pocket and placed it deep into the treasury box, hoping that 

nobody would see the tiny amount she was giving. Then she 

quickly walked away.

It was as she passed Jesus that she realized someone 

had seen.

DAY1 HEROES New Test Twelve hidden heroes (D).indd   32 28/06/2010   10:56:06



BiBle people who did Brave things for god

33

‘I tell you the truth,’ she heard Jesus say gently to his 

friends, ‘this poor widow gave more than everyone else. She 

gave everything she had.’

Looking up, Sara saw Jesus looking at her. Suddenly her 

heart felt full of joy. What she believed about Jesus really 

was true! It didn’t matter to him how much money she had. 

He could see what was going on inside her. He knew that 

she was poor, but he also knew that she loved God very 

much, and that was far more important to him.



The lady in this story would have had no idea that over 

2,000 years later millions of people all over the world would 

have heard about her. She was very poor and must have 

felt that she had nothing much to give. However, Jesus 

turned her into one of the Bible’s hidden heroes. This 

lady gave what she had and, even though that was a tiny 

amount, it was enough for Jesus, because it was given out 

of a heart that wanted God to have everything. As children 

we may feel that we have nothing important to give to 

Jesus. We must remember that Jesus sees us on the inside 

and that what he wants most is that our hearts are full of 

love for him.
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What do you think?

1.  Some visitors to the temple gave huge amounts of 

money, so why does Jesus say that Sara gave more than 

anyone else?

2.  The Bible tells us that Jesus was angry when he turned 

over the tables of the money-changers. Sometimes it’s 

hard to imagine that Jesus had the same feelings that 

we have. Have a look at the following verses to see 

what other feelings Jesus had:

John 11:35 ~

John 4:6 ~

Matthew 4:2 ~

Matthew 26:38. ~

Bravery at dusk
The story of  

Joseph of Arimathea

(This story is based on  

Matthew 27:57–61; Mark 15:43–46;  

Luke 23:50–55; and John 19:38–42.)
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