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IntroduCtIon

this booklet grew out of a series of sermons 
that I preached at my church in 2002. In the 

previous months, our small church had faced death, 
brain tumors, cancer, child molestation, assault, 
family break-ups, financial collapse, and a host of 
lesser calamities.

In the course of a few weeks I counseled a woman 
who had seen her husband shot to death before 
her eyes, another who had contracted aIds, a rape 
victim, and a friend who was in the midst of an ugly 
church split. at the same time, my wife was caught in 
the grip of an illness that left her often unable to get 
out of bed and left the doctors groping for solutions. 
I didn’t feel like Job, but I did feel like Job’s pastor.

In the face of all that, our church asked the same 
questions you ask when you face calamity: Who is 
in control? Why did this happen? How should we 
respond? as sailors seek shelter in a hurricane, so we 
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turned to the Word of God and dropped anchor in 
the book of Job. For us, its lessons were the difference 
between faith and doubt, between hope and despair.

In the book of Job, we met a God so great, so wise, 
and so loving that we didn’t have to understand 
why so many bad things were happening. With God 
leading us, we were content to walk by faith, not 
sight. I pray that through this booklet you’ll learn the 
same lessons in fear-of-the-lord faith that we did.


