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Elisha struggled over the rocky ground until at last 

he saw the lights of the village flickering in the 

distance. He was nearly there! It wasn’t easy being one of 

God’s prophets. Of course, there were some highlights, like 

performing amazing miracles and hearing directly from 

God, but it was often a lonely life, wandering from place 

to place with nowhere to call home. That’s why he always 

looked forward to his visits to Shunem.

He walked slowly towards the familiar house and smiled 

as he remembered his first visit there. It had been late in 

the evening, and he had been wondering where he could 

find some food, when suddenly a well-dressed lady appeared 

and begged him to come and eat with her and her husband. 

It was the start of a special friendship, and now, whenever 

Elisha was in this area, he knew there would be a meal 

waiting for him at their home.

He lifted a weary hand and banged on the door. Inside, 

there was a flurry of activity and the door opened, sending 

out a welcoming beam of light.

‘Our great friend Elisha,’ said an elderly lady. ‘It’s good 

to see you!’

‘It’s good to be here,’ replied Elisha. ‘I will never forget 

your kindness in feeding me.’

The lady ushered him inside and gently closed the door. 

‘You’re always welcome,’ she said gently. ‘We are honoured 

to have a man of God in our home.’

Her wrinkled face broke into a broad smile. ‘And today,’ 

she continued, ‘we have a surprise!’

‘Indeed we do,’ spoke a deep voice, as an elderly man 

walked into the room and hugged Elisha. ‘My wife’s idea.’ He 

gazed at her lovingly. ‘Come on, we’ll show you before we eat.’
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The man slowly led Elisha up the stairs and out onto 

the flat roof of the house. Elisha had been on the roof many 

times before. Often in the evenings, the three of them 

would sit talking and eating, looking up at the beautiful 

night sky and remembering the God who had made it 

all. However, today things looked different. A small new 

building stood proudly in one corner, and the lady took 

Elisha by the hand and led him towards it.

‘Open the door,’ she whispered. ‘Go inside.’

Puzzled, Elisha did as he was instructed. He found 

himself standing in a small, cosy room. It was simply 

decorated, with a bed in one corner and a table and chair in 

another. A lamp flickering on the table filled the room with 

a warm glow.

‘Do you like it?’ asked the lady hopefully. ‘We hope you 

do. It’s yours.’

‘Mine?’ questioned Elisha.

The lady nodded. ‘A room of your own,’ she replied. 

‘Somewhere you can rest or pray or study. Somewhere you 

can call your home.’

Elisha looked into the smiling faces of his friends. He 

was speechless. Never before had someone shown him 

such love, such kindness. Somehow, the job of being a 

prophet and trailing all over the country following God’s 

instructions would seem so much easier now that he had 

somewhere to come home to. He turned to his friends.

‘Thank you,’ he said quietly. ‘I only hope that someday I 

can repay your kindness.’

Elisha loved his new room. At times, he would be away for 

many weeks, but the thought of returning to his friends 
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and his own cosy room kept him cheerful. One day, as he 

was resting on his bed, an idea sprang into his mind. He 

called his servant, Gehazi, to him.

‘Gehazi,’ he said, ‘my friends have been so kind building 

this room for me that I would love to do something for 

them. Have you any idea what I could do?’

Gehazi thought for a moment. ‘They have no children,’ 

he replied. ‘They are getting old and I am sure they would 

love to have a son.’

Elisha liked the idea and talked to God about it. Then he 

asked the lady to come and see him. ‘God has granted my 

request,’ he told her. ‘By this time next year, you will have 

a baby boy.’

Just as Elisha promised, the lady became pregnant and, 

before a year had passed, a son was born to the couple. 

Elisha now enjoyed his visits even more. He could hardly 

believe how quickly the little boy grew, and he loved to see 

him playing games and helping his father in the fields. For 

Elisha, it was the closest thing he had to a family.

As a prophet, Elisha spent a lot of time at a place called 

Mount Carmel. People would go to visit him there if they 

needed help or wanted to find out what God was saying 

to them in a certain situation. Mount Carmel was about 

fifteen miles from his new home. One day, when Elisha was 

visiting Mount Carmel, he looked up and saw his friend, 

the Shunammite lady, coming towards him on a donkey. 

Immediately he knew something must be wrong.

‘Quick!’ he shouted to Gehazi. ‘Run down and ask her if 

she’s all right. Ask her if her husband is all right, and ask 

her about the child.’
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Gehazi ran as fast as he could, but the lady refused to 

tell him anything until they had met Elisha. As soon as 

they met, she fell down at Elisha’s feet and began to sob.

‘Why did you let me have a son if he was going to die?’ 

she asked.

‘Die?’ said Elisha. ‘Tell me about it—surely the boy’s 

not dead!’

Between sobs the lady explained, ‘My little boy was in 

the fields with his dad when suddenly he began to scream 

and hold his head. A servant carried him into the house 

and he clung to my knee all morning … but there was 

nothing we could do … he died just after noon.’

‘So where is he now?’ asked Elisha, pulling on his cloak.

‘I hope you don’t mind,’ said the lady, ‘but I carried 

him upstairs and laid him on the bed in your room. Then I 

climbed on the donkey and came straight to you.’

‘Quick!’ ordered Elisha to Gehazi. ‘Take my staff and 

run to the boy. You will be quicker than I can be. If you 

meet anyone on the way, don’t speak to them. Just get 

to the boy as fast as you can and lay my staff on top of 

the boy.’

‘You’ll come with us too, won’t you?’ begged the lady.

‘Of course I’ll come,’ answered Elisha gently. ‘But I’m 

not as young as I used to be. I’ll hurry as fast as I can.’

When Elisha and the lady arrived at the house, Gehazi 

was waiting for them. He looked sad.

‘It’s no use,’ he said quietly. ‘I did what you said with 

your staff, but nothing happened.’

Elisha hurried upstairs to his room. There was the small 

boy, lying on the bed. Gently, he closed the door.

Gehazi and the lady waited patiently on the roof-top, 
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wondering what was going on inside the room. They could 

hear heavy footsteps walking backwards and forwards. 

Then, suddenly, they heard the sound of sneezing! It 

sounded like a child’s sneezes, not like those of an old man.

‘Aaaatishoo!’—one, two, three, four, five, six, 

seven times.

Then they heard Elisha’s excited voice: ‘Gehazi, go and 

get the lady of the house. Ask her to come here.’

Without waiting, the lady burst into the room. There, 

sitting up in bed, laughing and smiling, was her only son! 

The lady fell down at Elisha’s feet.

‘Thank you,’ she whispered.

Elisha smiled. He was glad he had a God who could do 

such amazing things, but he was also very glad he had 

friends like these.



The Shunammite lady and her husband are not well-known 

Bible characters but they did a beautiful thing for Elisha. 

They are hidden heroes of the Bible. They used their money 

and their home in a way that made it easier for the prophet 

to get on with his job. If it had not been for their kindness, 

Elisha might never have had a real home, and they might 

never have had a son.

When we are young, it’s easy to feel that there is not 

much we can do for God. This story teaches us that God 

values kindness very highly, and all of us have chances to 

be kind to other people day after day.
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What do you think?

1.  How do you think Elisha felt when he first saw his new 

room? How do you think the man and lady felt as they 

showed it to him?

2.  Why do you think God allowed the boy to die?

3.  Read 2 Kings 8:1–6. How else were the Shunammite 

lady and her husband repaid for the kindness they 

showed to Elisha?


