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Part 1
Genesis: the 
foundation 
of biblical 
doctrine
1. The Bible 

The evangelical stance on the 
authority of the Bible is this:  
‘The Bible, as originally 

given, is the fully inspired and 
infallible Word of God. It is the 
supreme authority in all matters 
of belief and behaviour.’ This is 
the wording of the University and 
Colleges Christian Fellowship 
(UCCF) doctrinal basis, but most 
evangelical statements are essentially 
the same. The Bible itself says:

 

But as for you, continue in what you have 

learned and have become convinced of, because 

you know those from whom you learned it, 

and how from infancy you have known the 

holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

(2 Timothy 3:14–17).

GENESIS

God inspired the book of Genesis and 
its compilation is attributed mainly 
to Moses. Throughout the Bible, 
both in the Old and New Testaments, 
the book of Genesis is referred to 
or directly quoted from more than 
any other book in the Bible. It is no 
accident that God inspired this book 
to be written so that we could have 
firm foundations for all our important 
points of doctrine. Furthermore, it 
gives us answers about the creation of 
the universe, where we come from and 
why we are here. 

The New Testament refers to 
Genesis directly or indirectly 200 times 
and to Genesis chapters 1-11 107 times 
(see Morris 1976 for a full list and 
discussion).

Jesus refers to Genesis twenty-five 
times for important points of doctrine 
or teaching. Clearly, Jesus would not 
deliberately teach us something that 
was untrue; he is, after all, ‘the Truth’. 
Jesus is God’s Son, Emmanuel, God 
With Us. Most importantly, he was 
without sin.

Here are just three examples:
1.  ‘But at the beginning of creation 

God “made them male and 
female”. “For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh.” So 
they are no longer two, but one’ 
(Mark 10:6–8, direct quotes from 
Genesis 1:27 and 2:24).

2. ‘… from the blood of righteous 
Abel …’ (Matthew 23:35, 
reference to a specific real person 
found in Genesis 4).

3. ‘As it was in the days of Noah, so 
it will be at the coming of the Son 
of Man. For in the days before 
the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; and they knew 
nothing about what would happen 
until the flood came and took them 
all away. That is how it will be 
at the coming of the Son of Man’ 
(Matthew 24:37–39, reference 
to a past real event described in 
Genesis 6–8 that points to a future 
real event).
Jesus used the book of Genesis as a 

basis for his teaching. Genesis was 

‘The Bible, as 
originally given, is 
the fully inspired 
and infallible Word 
of God.’

foundational to his ‘worldview’ and 
‘eternal view’—that is, where things 
came from, why we are here, why 
things are as they are, and where 
things are going. 

The following are some of the 
most important teachings from 
Genesis 1:
• ‘In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth’ (Genesis 
1:1). There was a beginning and 
God created space and matter. 
Scientists often refer to the 
three ‘ingredients’ of physics: 
time, length and mass, i.e. ‘the 
beginning’ = time, ‘the heavens’ = 
space and length, and ‘the earth’ = 
matter and mass.

• ‘So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female 
he created them’ (Genesis 1:27). 
It is vitally important that we 
understand that we were created 
in God’s image, quite differently 
from animals.

• ‘God saw all that he had made, and 
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it was very good. And there was 
evening, and there was morning—
the sixth day’ (Genesis 1:31). It 
wasn’t ‘very bad’ or ‘very chaotic’ 
in the beginning, it was ‘very 
good’. Since then, due to sin, we 
and the world have degenerated.

‘…there are no 
known mutations 
that give new 
information to 
living things, 
in other words, 
no new genetic 
information.’

Other important teachings from 
Genesis include:
• Man’s role in the created world—

Genesis 1:28.
• Marriage—Genesis 2:24.
• Sin—Genesis 2:16–17.
• Right and wrong, knowledge of 

good and evil—Genesis 3:22.
• Shedding of blood: covering 

of sin—Genesis 3:21 (see also 
Hebrews 9:22).
‘Genesis’ means ‘Origins’. It refers 

to and establishes for the first time 
the origins and foundations of the 
following:
• The universe
• Order and complexity
• The solar system
• The atmosphere and hydrosphere
• Life
• Man
• Marriage
• Evil
• Language 
• Government
• Culture
• The seven-day week and the day 

of rest
• Nations

• Religion
• God’s chosen people

It is easy to take some of the 
above for granted, but Genesis is the 
place to which you have to go to find 
origins of these important things. It is 
worthwhile reading through Genesis 
to see where each of the above is first 
mentioned.

What is the evolutionary view, 
then, and where did it come from?

ThE EVOLUTIONARy VIEw

The evolutionary view of the 
world emerged during a time of an 
increasing desire to reject God and 
hence there was a need to account for 
how the universe, the world and living 
things came about without him. In the 
19th century there was a philosophical 
thirst for theories that could mean 
that there was no God. Charles 
Darwin’s theory of evolution was 
embraced because, almost for the first 
time, man felt he could explain the 
living world around him without the 
need for God. Even many Christians 
and theologians have, incorrectly, 
accepted evolutionary theory rather 
than biblical creation, arguing that 
‘God used evolution’ to lead to what 
we have around us rather than the 
special, separate acts of creation 
described in Genesis. We will see later 
that this is a quite unbiblical view that 
has serious fundamental implications  
 

for a range of important doctrines, not 
least the Fall, death, the atonement 
and salvation.

Evolutionary theory proposes 
that out of chaos came order, 
information and complexity. In 
more specific terms, molecules 
eventually rearranged themselves 
to become human beings. It was 
clearly inconceivable that something 
as complex as a person (or even a 
frog or daisy, for that matter) could 
suddenly appear, so the idea of 
‘millions of years’ was embraced. The 
evolutionary process leading to new 
kinds of plants and animals could 
not be observed around us, so a basic 
evolutionary assumption, that it must 
have happened over millions of years, 
was needed.

Table 1 (above) shows the 
evolutionary view in terms of its 
basic assumptions and how it is 
thought to work. Evolution relies 
on random errors (mutations) in the 
genetic structure of living things to 
lead to them having progressively 
more complex, coded information. 
However, it is important to note that 
there are no known mutations that 
result in new information in living 
things, in other words, no new genetic 
information. All mutations result in a 
loss of information, even though this 
loss might be locally advantageous to 
a particular plant or animal in some 
circumstances. What is required to  

EVOLUTIONARy VIEw TAbLE1 

Premise of evolution: 
It is assumed that complex beings could not have just appeared, they 
must have gradually evolved from atoms, given enough time. 

Process of evolution:  
A collection of random, non-living chemicals organizing themselves
into self reproducing organisms and then a cycle of ‘birth/ 
reproduction; improvement by mutation (errors); survival of the fittest; 
death’—leading to man.
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give this new information is intelligent 
intervention—in other words, design 
by a designer.

Even though information theory 
(Gitt 1997) fundamentally precludes 
things gaining more information 
over any timescale without outside 
intervention, evolutionary theory 
promotes the notion of ‘millions 
of years’ before humans appeared. 
Millions of years of death, however, 
is contrary to biblical teaching. Adam 
was made whole and complete, and 
sin and death only entered the world 
after the Fall and the Curse.

A belief in evolutionary processes 
raises some interesting questions: 
Who was the first human? Did he or 
she sin? Or was it an ape? How do you 
define when an ape becomes a human? 
Did some humans sin and others 
not? Why were there many millions 
of years of death before the sin of 
a man, given that the Bible teaches 
that death came into the world as a 
consequence of sin? We will examine 
these problems later.

ThE bIbLICAL  
CREATION VIEw

The biblical creation view is shown 
in Table 2 (below). Notice how this 
is fundamentally different from the 
evolutionary view shown in Table 1. 

The biblical creation view is based 
on the belief that God created the 
universe and everything it contains as 
described in Genesis. God created all 
living things whole and complete and 
made man in his own image.

‘The tendency 
for degeneration 
is entirely 
consistent with our 
scientific laws of 
thermodynamics 
that show that all 
systems, living or 
not, become more 
run-down and 
more chaotic over a 
period of time.’

 
God’s creation was ‘very good’, 
but, due to man’s sin and the Curse, 
it degenerated into the world we 
know now, with death, decay 
and destruction. The tendency 
for degeneration is entirely 
consistent with our scientific laws of 
thermodynamics that show that all 
systems, living or not, become more 
run-down and more chaotic over a 
period of time. 

In the context of this biblical 
creation view, the Bible teaches some 
very important things about God’s 
plan of salvation. It begins with  
Adam and finishes with the Last 
Adam (Jesus).

AdAm, ThE FALL ANd  
ThE LAST AdAm

It is important to emphasize that 
Adam was a real and specifically 
named human being. He is referred to 
in person throughout the Bible. The 
genealogies in Genesis 5 and Luke 3 
refer to him in exactly the same way 
as all the other real, specific people; 
for example, Luke 3 includes Jesus, 
Abraham, Noah and Adam; Genesis 5 
includes Adam, Noah and Shem; and 
Genesis 9, 10 and 11, Noah, Shem and 
Abram (Abraham). 

The New Testament clearly states 
that sin entered the world through 
one man (Adam) and that we are 
saved through one man (the Last 
Adam: Jesus Christ), as shown by the 
following verses:

ROmANS 5

• v. 12: ‘Therefore, just as sin entered 
the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way 
death came to all men, because all 
sinned …’

• v. 14: ‘Nevertheless, death reigned 
from the time of Adam to the time 
of Moses, even over those who did 
not sin by breaking a command, 
as did Adam, who was a pattern of 
the one to come.’ 

• v. 15: ‘But the gift is not like the 
trespass. For if the many died by 
the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God’s grace and 
the gift that came by the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
overflow to the many!’ 

bIbLICAL CREATION VIEw TAbLE 2 

Premise of creation:  
Revealed by God in Genesis. God created the universe and everything 
it contains. Complex living things were created whole and complete 
(e.g. man created in God’s image). It was very good. 

Process of creation:  
God created everything in six earth days (‘And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the first day’, Genesis 1:5; also vv. 8,13,19,23,31 
for the subsequent five days). After the perfect creation was 
completed on the sixth day, sin entered the world, leading to death 
and degeneration—physically, morally and spiritually.
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• v. 16: ‘Again, the gift of God is not 
like the result of the one man’s sin: 
The judgement followed one sin 
and brought condemnation, but 
the gift followed many trespasses 
and brought justification.’

• v. 17: ‘For if, by the trespass of the 
one man, death reigned through 
that one man, how much more will 
those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through 
the one man, Jesus Christ.’

1 CORINThIANS 15

• v. 21: ‘For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection  
of the dead comes also through  
a man.’ 

• v. 22: ‘For as in Adam all die, so in 
Christ all will be made alive.’ 

• v. 45: ‘So it is written: “The first 
man Adam became a living being”; 
the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.’ 
The doctrine of salvation shows 

the importance of the doctrine of the 
creation of Adam:

Salvation depends on the fact that 
a perfect Adam once lived in a perfect 
world. He sinned (‘the Fall’) and 
death entered the world for the first 
time. One man, God’s Son Jesus, was 
perfect; he died for us that we might 
have our sins paid for and receive 
eternal life (the atonement); he was the 
Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15).

In other words:
No Adam, no Fall;

No Fall, no atonement;

No atonement, no Saviour

(from White 2001).

Think about this: If you were 
trying to undermine the whole biblical 
Christian belief, what would you 
attack? Answer: The infallibility of 
Scripture, Genesis, Adam, the Fall, 
sin, death, the Last Adam (Jesus), 
Christ’s perfection, his death and 

resurrection, his return, and so on.
In practice, this is exactly what 

evolutionary views do.

2. Biblical creation 
and evolution do  
not mix

It is important to stress that there is 
no place for mixing creation and 
evolutionary views. God did not 

‘use evolution’. If we try to mix the 
biblical creation view with evolution 
(and there is no scientific reason to 
do so), there are serious fundamental 
implications.

Here are just some of the reasons 
why evolutionary belief and biblical 
creation do not mix:
• There was no death before Adam’s 

fall. Creation was ‘very good’ and 
death only came about after sin.

• God will restore the world to how 
it was at the beginning—a perfect 
creation. Acts 3:21 says, ‘He 
[Jesus] must remain in heaven until 
the time comes for God to restore 
everything, as he promised long 
ago through his holy prophets.’ 
Restore to what? To a primitive 
chaos or less evolved level? Is that 
the Paradise portrayed in Genesis 1 
and Revelation?

• Adam fell, not upwards, but 
downwards. And creation fell with  
him, under God’s curse. Do we see 
a world evolving to an ever-better 
state, or is nature always marred 
by natural disasters, ecological  
and biological decay, death and 
human sin?

• Creation was finished on the sixth 
day (Genesis 2:1–3). Evolution 
implies that ‘creation’ is continuing 
all the time.

• Adam was formed from dust and 
he returned to dust. He did not 

come from an animal and return to 
being an animal.

• God’s creation was ‘very good’ 
(Genesis 1:31). Evolutionary 
progression depends on survival 
of the fittest and the elimination 
of the weak. Would God say that 
millions of years of suffering, 
struggle and death (called ‘the  
last enemy’ of Christ by Paul  
in 1 Corinthians 15:26) was  
‘very good’?

• Genesis is literal history accepted 
fully by Jesus Christ. There 
are many examples in the New 
Testament of Jesus referring to 
events and characters in Genesis in 
a literal sense.

• Kinds of animals don’t change into 
other kinds. Genesis 1 says that all 
living things were made ‘according 
to their kinds’ (vv. 11–12,21,24–
25), not kinds becoming other 
kinds. Pigs are always pigs; sharks 
are always sharks; cats are always 
cats—although there are many 
varieties.

• The order of creation in the Bible 
differs from the order of evolution. 
In the Bible’s account, animals and 
plants are created in a different 
sequence from the one given by 
evolution; for example, fruit trees 
on day three are followed by fish 
on day five, but evolutionary 
theories would suggest that  it  
was the other way round  
(Morris 2000).
Some of the references listed at the 

end discuss many more problems with 
mixing creation and evolution.
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dEFAULT NON-ChRISTIAN 
VIEw ANd ThE mEdIA

It is perhaps understandable that 
many people automatically, by 
default, believe in evolution: ‘If there 
is no Creator, there must be some 
other explanation for everything.’

The best solution offered by 
secular science so far is: ‘Out of 
nothing came everything, over a  
long period of time, by chance,  
with no purpose’, but because 
evolution is continually presented 
as fact in the media and a credible 
creationist viewpoint is rarely given 
a hearing, people think there is no 
option but evolution. Furthermore, 
if there is a Creator God, people are 
answerable to him, and often that  
is something they don’t want  
to consider.

CLASh OF TwO 
wORLdVIEwS

Ultimately, the whole creation–
evolution debate is really a direct, 
head-on clash of the two main world 
belief systems. Both evolutionists and 
creationists look at the same evidence 
(see Figure 1 above). However, the 
way they interpret the evidence 
depends on their foundational beliefs 
and presuppositions.

We have a choice. Do we believe 
evolutionists, who base their theory 
on the assumption that ‘there is no 
need for God and everything came 
spontaneously from nothing’ and 
on the evidence as they see it, or do 
we believe in what the eternal, all-
powerful, all-knowing Creator God 
has revealed in Genesis?

CREATION IS SCIENTIFIC

People who believe in the biblical 
account of creation are not putting 
their heads in the sand and ignoring 

the facts. Despite the challenges 
from some atheist scientists, biblical 
creation is a scientifically sound 
belief, consistent with what we 
observe. It all depends on the basic 
assumptions we use to interpret the 
facts (see Figure 1).

Many scientists of the past 
(Lamont 1995) and present fully 
believe the Bible’s creation account. 
In fact, they use it as an aid for 
understanding the world and universe 
in their scientific research.

All scientists work on two 
assumptions: that there are reasons 
behind physical phenomena, and 
that mechanisms are consistent 
throughout the universe. These 
assumptions, which are confirmed by 
experience, are best explained by the 
acts of an intelligent creator, rather 
than random, chaotic accidents. 
Some of the references listed at the 
end cover the scientific soundness and 
consistency of creation in much more 
detail. These are well worth reading.

foundational beliefs foundational beliefs

CREATIONISTS EVOLUTIONISTS

use same evidence

Answers depend on foundational beliefs
Figure 1: Creationists and evolutionists use the same evidence—the interpretation depends on their 
assumptions or ‘foundational beliefs’
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