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Chapter two

Rosanna, Douglas and Harry were very tired when 

they arrived home from their visit to Grandma, so 

they went straight to bed. However, in the morning, even 

though she had slept very well, Rosanna had not forgotten 

her ‘Big Idea’. It was Sunday and that meant she would 

have time to talk to her daddy about it, so she got up quite 

early and rushed downstairs to help him by setting the 

table for breakfast.

“Daddy,” she asked, “can you spare me a few minutes to 

talk about an idea I have?”

“That sounds very serious,” her father answered. “Why 

don’t we sit down and talk about it now, before the boys 

wake up?”

They sat at the kitchen table, and Rosanna explained 

her idea to him.

“You see, Dad,” she began, “I have not really been 

looking forward to Christmas and have really been feeling 

a bit sorry for myself, well, for all of us, because Mummy 

isn’t here any more. Then last night, when we stopped at 

the services, I saw a poster. It said that at least 75,000 

children in our country would be homeless this Christmas. 

It made me think. It must be so awful not to have a home. 

Does it mean they all live on the streets like the people we 

sometimes see in town?”
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Rosanna’s dad looked at her serious face and said, 

“Maybe not actually on the streets, because the council 

would try to find homeless families some sort of shelter, a 

room somewhere. You’re right, though, it must be terrible 

for families not to have a home.”

“After I saw that poster, I had my ‘Big Idea’,” explained 

Rosanna. “I thought about Mummy and that if she 

knew about those children then she would do something 

for them. I know she would! So I think we should do 

something to help the children without homes, in memory 

of Mummy, rather than just be sad that she’s not with us 

this Christmas. What do you think, Daddy?”

“I think it is a wonderful idea, and you are right, it is 

just what your Mummy would have done!” answered her 

father. “It seems to me that you are going to grow up into 

a lovely young lady just like your mother! However, it is 

almost Christmas, and if we are to help homeless children, 

we will first have to find out if there are any in our area. 

I’ll tell you what I will do. I’ll ask the Pastor after church 

this morning. I am sure he will know.”

“Thank you, Daddy. I knew you would know what to 

do!” smiled Rosanna. “Can I tell Douglas and Harry at 

breakfast? I can hear them getting up, so shall I start to 

make some toast?”

“Yes, please,” said her dad as he hurried upstairs to 

tell the boys it was time to eat. When Rosanna told them 

about her Big Idea while they all ate breakfast, they were 

interested but not half as excited as she was. 

“I don’t know what you think we can do,” said Douglas. 

“We only have one more week at school and then a couple 

of days and it will be Christmas Day.”
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