
A Lord’s Day morning
invocation*

OH! that the salvation of God were come out of Zion! Oh! that his
arm were made bare, and that the strength of his righteousness
were manifested! Our soul this day waiteth upon thee, O God!

We anxiously pray for thy presence, and we confidently expect it. Unless
we shall have some close personal dealings with thee, this Sabbath will be a
wasted season to us. Unless thou shalt overshadow us with thy wings and
put us into the hollow of thy hand, and even press us to the bosom of thy
love, we shall retire from this sanctuary disappointed. Oh! that today God
would speak to our souls through the Word read and preached.

Do thou, Lord, instruct and edify thy people, and may we also speak
unto thee. May the voice of our praise and of our prayer come up
acceptably before thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Oh! for real
worship this day. Break down every hedge which separates us from our
God. Oh! Spirit Divine, scatter every cloud that might conceal our Father
from our eyes. May we forget, today, the world; may we triumph, today,
over the flesh; may we, today, put care from us, and on the top of the
mountain of communion may we worship alone with our Father and our
Friend. Let nothing happen throughout this day to mar the quiet of our
communion with Christ, but may we have a Sabbath-day’s refreshment, a
portion of meat that shall last us through the six days of the week that are
yet to come.

Stand by the preacher. Hide him behind his Master. Be with the hearers.
May they all get some spiritual profit. May unconverted souls be renewed;
may the converted be refreshed. May there be joy in heaven over repenting
sinners, and joy on earth over prodigals restored. We ask thee to help us;
we confess our need of thy help, and we ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Note

* Published in The Sword and the Trowel, 1911, p. 159.
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Three model prayers
A prayer meeting address

WHAT is the right way to pray? I will remind you of three
Scriptural models. The first is Jacob at the brook Jabbok. He is
in great trouble, and he does his best to meet it; but when he has

done all that he can, he feels that it is little enough, and that it will not
succeed unless God’s blessing rests upon his efforts. I do not know what
sort of a place that ford or brook Jabbok was, but Jacob had sent over it his
wives, and his children, and his servants, and his flocks and herds; ‘and
Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking
of the day.’

Now, I do not think that I could pray all night; I do not believe that, if my
going to Heaven depended upon my praying all through the night, I should
ever get there. I am not, at least under ordinary circumstances, able to fix
my mind upon one subject for such a long time without a break; and,
besides, I have such confidence in God that I have what I ask for, that, when
I have prayed concerning any matter, I go about my business feeling certain
that he has heard me. But, on a special occasion, in some great stress, when
a man feels that he has not obtained the blessing for which he has asked,
then he can keep on praying till he gets it. That is the time for an all-night
prayer, and the suppliant may say, with the poet,—

‘With thee all night I mean to stay, 
And wrestle till the break of day.’

That night, Jacob felt that he must have the blessing he was seeking; he
was determined to obtain it; and he was driven to such desperation of mind
that he grasped the angel with all his might, and cried, ‘I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me.’ You must have noticed, in reading of this incident,
that it does not say that Jacob wrestled with the angel, but ‘there wrestled a
man with him, (that is, an angel, or, probably, The Angel of the Covenant,
the Lord Jesus Christ, in the form of a man,) until the breaking of the day.’

Chapter 1
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There was something in Jacob that was too strong, so he had to be made
weaker. He was much too clever, and cunning, and crafty, for the Lord to
bless him as he was; and there are many of God’s children, nowadays, who
are very much like him. They know too much, they feel themselves too
strong, they have not enough of the true child spirit, they are not little
enough and humble enough for God to bless them.

So Jacob, being so big in his own estimation, had to be taken down a
great deal before he was fit to receive the blessing that God intended to give
him. Yet I must say that, whatever his faults were, he had this excellence,
that he meant to have the blessing; so he gripped the angel, and the angel
touched the hollow of his thigh, the sinew shrank, and the patriarch fell;
but, in falling, he still clutched the angel, who struggled to depart, and said
to him, ‘Though I cannot overcome thee, I will not let thee go, except thou
bless me.’ Then it was, when he felt his own weakness, when he could no
longer stand, and wrestle, when the Jacob had gone out of him, he still, as
with a dying grip, held on to the mysterious wrestler.

In like manner, there must be about prevailing prayer the resolve to have
it answered. Are you quite sure that what you ask is according to the will of
God? Do not pray till you are certain upon that point, and always say, in
your supplications, ‘Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.’ But there
are times when a praying man knows that what he is asking is according to
God’s will, that the Holy Spirit is striving within him,—the groanings
which cannot be uttered have proved that he is right, and he feels that he is
pleading according to the mind of the Spirit. That is the way to pray. We
should have a great blessing resting upon every department of this church’s
work if we had among us a number of Christian men and women, weak
and feeble in themselves, and conscious of their own weakness,—with the
sinew shrunken as Jacob’s was,—who nevertheless could, each one, say to
the great Angel of the Covenant, ‘I will not let thee go, except thou bless
me.’ That is a way of praying which I very heartily commend to you.

The next model that I commend to you is the prayer of Elijah upon the
top of Carmel. That is quite another sort of prayer from Jacob’s. There had
been no rain for more than three years, but Elijah wanted rain that day, and
the Lord moved him to pray for it. So we read, ‘He cast himself down upon
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