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Foreword by Phil Johnson

CHARLES Spurgeon’s published sermons undoubtedly constitute the
largest body of significant literature from the mind of a single
author in the history of publishing. It is a legacy that will almost

surely never be surpassed. Comprising an estimated 25 million words, the
3,563 sermons of the New Park Street Pulpit and Metropolitan Tabernacle
Pulpit volumes contain more content than the Encyclopedia Britannica.

The New Park Street and Metropolitan Tabernacle collections were
originally published between 1855 (when Spurgeon was just 20 years old)
and 1917 (when paper shortages caused by World War I made printing
sermons prohibitively expensive). Individual messages were produced and
printed at the rate of one per week without fail for all those years. Known
as Penny Pulpit sermons, they were collected each 31 December and bound
into annual volumes. All but the final book contained at least fifty-two
messages. Some years there were more, depending on the number of
Sundays on the calendar, with bonus messages here and there for special
occasions.

Spurgeon was such a prolific preacher that when he died in 1892,
existing transcripts of his unpublished sermons roughly equaled the 2,241
sermons then in print. So Passmore & Alabaster (Spurgeon’s primary
publishers from the start of his ministry) announced their intention to
continue the weekly production of his messages indefinitely—for as long
as readers demanded them. The company stayed at that task until forced
by difficult economic circumstances to interrupt the process some 25 years
later.

The complete set (sixty-three volumes in all) has heretofore been the
definitive collection of Spurgeon sermons. Every other significant
compilation of Spurgeon’s preaching was drawn and adapted from those
Penny Pulpit sermons that were painstakingly prepared and produced each
week for all those years. The full set is a vast treasure—more sermons than
the average person could possibly read and digest thoughtfully in a
lifetime. They are consistently meaty, eloquent, thought-provoking,
heartfelt, evangelistic, and very convicting. The complete collection is also
remarkable for its amazing breadth and depth—especially considering the
busy schedule Charles Spurgeon kept. He rarely reused his outlines or
preached the same sermon twice, even on those fairly rare occasions where
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he dealt with the same text more than once. It is simply amazing to realize
that those sixty-three volumes have maintained readers’ keen interest for
all these years. Complete sets are still being produced in America, and they
are selling steadily more than a century since Spurgeon’s death. Most of
Spurgeon’s sermons are also available freely in various forms on the
Internet, and online users are constantly demanding more.

All of that sets Spurgeon’s importance as a preacher in perspective. By
any measure, his published sermons stand virtually uncontested as not
only one of the greatest achievements in the history of publishing, but also
the most important and influential anthology of sermons in the history of
preaching.

Nevertheless, those sixty-three thickset volumes are by no means an
exhaustive record of Spurgeon’s amazing preaching ministry. By most
accounts, he delivered seven or eight sermons each week throughout most
of his ministry. Only half to two thirds of those messages were even
recorded with an eye toward publication.

Simply recording Spurgeon’s messages was a labor-intensive process in
those days before electronic sound-capture was commonplace. Spurgeon
spoke extemporaneously, without the use of a manuscript. (He normally
took only half a used envelope or a similar scrap of paper into the pulpit
with him, containing just a handwritten, bare-bones outline.) Two or three
stenographers would record his words as he spoke. Their transcriptions
would be compared and combined, insuring that very few words were
missed. Then either Spurgeon himself (usually), his trusted secretary
(especially in later years), or another qualified editor (beginning around
the turn of the century) would edit the transcript for publication. I own
several pages of edited transcripts with emendations scrawled into the
margins by Spurgeon’s own distinctive hand, and he was a meticulous
editor. (It is some consolation to me as a rather halting preacher to see that
some of the stunning eloquence of the published sermons was added
during the editorial process. All that genius wasn’t straight off the top of
Spurgeon’s head when he preached—though much of it was.) The task of
editing and proofreading sermons was a massive one, and the stress of so
many relentless deadlines no doubt complicated Spurgeon’s frequent
health problems. It may well have hastened his death.
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Yet he persevered, firmly believing that the sermons would live and bear
fruit long after the preacher himself was gone. He was certainly right about
that, but he most likely did not imagine the half of it. He could hardly have
envisioned that the influence of his preaching would be as profound and as
far-reaching as it still is today, so many years after his audible voice was
silenced.

When the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit series was abruptly halted by
the Great War, supplies of unpublished sermons were diminishing but not
yet completely depleted. That final volume was a short one, containing
only nineteen sermons, fewer than half the standard number. More than
enough sermons to complete that volume were nearly ready for
publication, and (I’m told) dozens of others exist which have still not yet
seen the light of day. But after the war, publishers never seemed to regain
the vision for such thick books of sermons. Twentieth-century preachers
were already leaning toward a lighter preaching style, with more
illustrations and less doctrinal content.

The fact that so many of Spurgeon’s messages have remained
unpublished long after any paper shortage hindered the work is a decades-
long travesty, and I’m thrilled Terence Crosby and DayOne are beginning
to remedy it. The volume you hold in your hands is the first full-length
supplement to The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit since my great
grandfather’s era, and I am delighted to have it finally for my shelves.

I first met Terence Crosby years ago when he was Secretary of the
Evangelical Library in London. I renewed my acquaintance with him
about two years ago during some meetings at Trinity Road Chapel in
Upper Tooting, within a short walk of where Spurgeon once lived. Dr
Crosby is a precise and conscientious scholar; he is a gifted writer and
skilled editor; and I have little doubt that Spurgeon himself would be
overjoyed with the way these sermons have been prepared for publication.

Years ago a student just entering seminary visited my office and noticed
that two large shelves behind my desk are filled with the New Park Street
and Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit collections, which he had never
before seen in their entirety. He was fascinated by the set. Thumbing
through a random volume, he observed out loud what almost everyone
nowadays would notice first of all: by today’s standards the books are very
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thick, the type quite small, and the paragraphs surprisingly long. (Judging
a book by its cover, a casual first-time observer frankly might not find
Spurgeon very inviting.) The student looked up from the book he was
holding and asked whether I had read every sermon in all sixty-three
volumes. I told him I had not (still haven’t) and that reading Spurgeon is a
pleasure I expect to savor with care and patience, sermon by sermon, for
the rest of my life.

‘Why do you have all the volumes, then?’ he asked. ‘Why not read the
chapters one at a time and wait to purchase a new book until you reach the
end of the previous one?’

I explained that I don’t read Spurgeon chronologically. I select sermons
to read based on whatever passage of Scripture I am studying at any given
time. (I wouldn’t think of preaching on a passage until I’ve seen what
Spurgeon had to say about it.) I find Spurgeon best feeds my soul that way;
when I’m already immersed in a passage of Scripture, his messages on that
particular text are most meaningful. He almost never fails to shine a bright
light into some dark corner of the text, showing me things I would not have
seen otherwise.

That’s why I’m so thrilled to have this complete new volume of never-
before reprinted material from the Prince of Preachers.

These sermons will surely take their place right alongside the earlier
works. The ‘definitive collection’ is no longer complete or truly definitive
without them. My prayer is that they’ll help awaken new appetites for
Spurgeon’s preaching. May they influence the current generation of
preachers to be more bold and more biblical in their content. May the next
generation of preachers gain from them a better vision of what makes
preaching truly ‘relevant’. And may our grandchildren and all subsequent
generations continue to benefit from them as so many of us have.

PHIL JOHNSON

Foreword by Phil Johnson
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