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‘Renew a right spirit within me.’—Psalm 51:10.

THE spirit here meant, I take it, is that spirit which we refer to when
we say, ‘such a man is of a bad spirit.’ We mean that he is of a bad
disposition, and that he has certain evil qualities dwelling within

him. David prays that he may have ‘a right spirit’ renewed within him, that
is, a right disposition for spiritual things.

‘A right spirit’ may be judged of by its desires after God. It cannot rest if
it has not communion with Jesus. It longs and pants after nearness to the
Saviour. It is a spirit that prizes the Saviour above everything. If it speaks of
him, it piles words upon words in his praise. It feels that half his worth can
never be told. Among the ten thousand, he is the chief. If he is lovely, ‘He is
altogether lovely.’ ‘A right spirit’ can never make enough of the Lord Jesus.
If it has lost his sweet presence, it groans, and moans, and is miserable,
until his presence is recovered.

‘A right spirit’ is a loving spirit. ‘A right spirit’ is a meek and quiet
spirit. It is a spirit that will not murmur against God. It keeps silence.
Though its bones wax old through its roaring all the day long, yet it
murmurs not against its God. ‘A right spirit’ is a humble spirit. It never
takes any honour to itself; but gives it all to God, to whom all honour
belongs. ‘A right spirit’ is a forgiving spirit. It turns the other cheek to
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him who has smitten the one. It would bear all injuries rather than inflict
one.

‘A right spirit’ may be judged by its breathings after THE HOLY SPIRIT. It
is attentive to the softest whisper of the Spirit. The instant the Spirit of God
points to a particular path of duty, the ‘right spirit’ goes in that path. Even
if there be no footing, it plants its foot in the sea, and believes that it shall
stand firm, even as Peter did while his Master held him up. The ‘right spirit’
cannot rest unless it feels the constant communications of the Holy Spirit
putting into it sweet thoughts and holy desires. If it cannot feel the promise
applied, it groans over the promise. If it cannot pray, it groans over prayer.

Have we this ‘right spirit’? I think most of us have need to pray this
prayer, ‘Renew a right spirit within me,’ for we are none of us perfect in this
matter, I fear.

I. First, then, we have here A SAD AND LAMENTABLE FACT IMPLIED. There
are many persons who require a renewal of ‘a right spirit.’

There are many whom we will not be so uncharitable as to call
hypocrites, who yet by their conduct give us very grave reasons to suspect
their Christianity. There are some Christians, at least they call themselves
such, who can do many an act as un-Christian as it can possibly be. They
come to chapel, and say they enjoy the sermon; they even sit down at the
ordinance of the Lord’s supper. They are all in white then, they are so
amiable! But when they go from chapel to their homes, or their business,
then they are not at all in white. They can lie and cheat, even as do others
who make no profession. Such persons require a renewal of the ‘right spirit.’

There are others whose conduct before the world is irreproachable; but
their conversation in private is not consistent. If I were to tell you how
some of our hearers spend their Sunday afternoons, you would perhaps
laugh, but you would have more need to cry. They begin on this wise, ‘Did
you see Mrs So-and-so? She has a new bonnet today,’ or, ‘Mr Somebody-
else was away, I wonder what is the matter?’ Or, if there be anything
peculiar in the appearance of the minister, that is discussed; but the
precious things of which he has been speaking are quite forgotten. Much of
the Sunday talk, the table talk, ay, and the parlour talk, too, is quite
inconsistent with the profession of many Christian professors. Surely such
persons need a renewal of the ‘right spirit.’
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II. We have here, in the second place, A HAPPY CIRCUMSTANCE SUPPOSED. It
is supposed that the person groans over his wrong spirit. He cannot bear it
any longer. He feels he is not like what once he used to be, that he has not
that warmth and fervour he once had. He knows his loss, he feels it, and he
groans in consequence. To be in a ‘lukewarm’ state, to know it, and yet not
to feel it, not to groan over it, is worse by far. A person whose limb is
mortifying feels no pain. Bless God then, if you can feel, if you can groan.

Praying times will become groaning times with the Christian when he is
not in a ‘right spirit.’ Ah! we try to pray sometimes; but we cannot; we rise
from our knees cold and miserable; and then again we say, ‘Satan shall not
cheat us of our time of prayer.’ We try once more to pray; perhaps it may be
better than it was before, yet still we are not refreshed. Prayer has become a
labour, not a privilege, as it once was; it has become a time of groaning. Yet
if you can cry and groan over your prayers, thank God that you can do so.

Ordinances, too, will be seasons of crying and sighing. You will
remember what delight you used to experience at the ordinances; but now,
alas! it is not so with you. ‘The fault is in myself,’ you say, ‘I know the river
is not dry; but I cannot bathe myself in its waters, and be refreshed from my
fatigue, as once I used to do. I know the food is still there on my Lord’s
table, and it is as sweet as ever; I know it is there, but I cannot partake of it.’
You go from the house of your God groaning, ‘My leanness, my leanness,
woe unto me!’

They are groaning times with the Christian, when he remembers former
favours, the years of the right hand of the most High. ‘Oh!’ he says, ‘Those
Bethel visits, those sweet love-tokens, those blessed manifestations I used
to have, where are they now?’

The Christian, when he has lost the company of Jesus, begins to mourn.
Just as the dove mourns for its mate, so does the Christian mourn for his
Lord. He is miserable, and cannot be happy, seeing he has lost his ‘right
spirit.’ He will never think of his loss without groaning. If he can, depend
upon it, he is in a very wrong spirit.

III. We have here, in the last place, A NECESSARY PETITION TO BE

PRESENTED. ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me,’ or, as it is in the margin, ‘a constant spirit.’

What resolves you have made sometimes! You have said, ‘Now, I will

Yet More Spurgeon Sermons v8_New Spurgeon Sermons  12 November 2010  10:42  Page 30



C H Spurgeon’s forgotten early sermons 31

Unpublished notes of Spurgeon’s New Park Street sermons, no. 2

live close to Jesus today; I will be more earnest; my minister shall not have
to speak so pointedly to me again about my lukewarmness; I will now
climb to the tops of the Delectable Mountains.’ But did you ever climb to
the summits of the Delectable Mountains for all your resolves? I know I
have often made similar resolutions, but woe is me! they have been
destroyed as easily as a cobweb is when you set your foot upon it in walking
down your garden.

David did not make any such resolves. He began at the right place.
‘Lord, do thou do this for me. Do thou renew a right spirit within me.’ You
cannot manufacture grace; God must give it to you. There are some who
are groaning, and they mean still to continue to groan. They think it is a
high attainment to be always groaning; I do not think so. You may prefer
Egypt if you like; but I prefer Canaan much more. Praying is better than
groaning. When we feel a desire in our hearts for spiritual things, or for an
increased nearness to Jesus, the best way is not to feed the desire, but to
strike it with prayer, and to do it at once; not to begin to trifle with it, and to
put off decision. A trifling spirit is next door to a sinning spirit. I never
knew a person yet, who was too light and careless, but he became too
sinful; or a person who was too confident, who did not become too bold
and presumptuous. Pray until your desire after ‘a right spirit’ becomes, not
‘the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind’
(2 Timothy 1:7).

How important it is that we should all pray this prayer! If those who are
in the right road have need to be careful, how much more need have they to
take heed to their feet who are in the wrong road! ‘And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?’
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