
The Man in Glory

All truth is valuable, but some truths are particularly significant and
meaningful. One such is the description of our Lord Jesus Christ as
‘the Man in glory’. It is not a biblical title but it sums up biblical truth.

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul affirms of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘In Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily’ (Colossians 2:9). His use of the
present tense is important, since he was writing a number of years after the
Ascension. The Greek present tense may be used, as a perfect tense in that
language is normally used, in order to express the continuance in the present of
a state begun in the past. Its employment here is telling. All Deity lives in ‘the
Man in glory’—our Ascended Lord Jesus—as it was embodied in the
Incarnation. He is not only God, but God clothed in our nature. Our Lord’s
humanity continues to give meaning and significance to His heavenly
existence. In other words, the Lord Jesus did not put off His humanity in
assuming His rightful place in glory. In becoming man—genuinely human,
apart from sin—for the sake of our salvation, the Lord Jesus, the Second
Person of the Trinity, became what He never was before. He remains so forever.

A new experience for our Saviour’s humanity
Our Lord’s visible ascent from earth to heaven was in a manner appropriate
to His human nature. He was exalted to the place in the universe that He
laid aside when He humbled Himself to take upon Himself our humanity.
Paul appropriately asks in Ephesians 4:9,10: ‘(Now this, “He ascended”—
what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of
the earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things.)’
Something startlingly new and significant happened at our Lord’s

Ascension. He took His human body—our humanity—with Him to
heaven. As Rabbi Duncan expressed it, ‘The dust of the earth is on the
Throne of the universe.’ While He had always been with the Father before
His Incarnation, enjoying perfect fellowship with Him, He had not before
been in heaven as the Word made flesh. This was a completely new expe-
rience for Him as our Emmanuel, God incarnate for us.
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Our Lord Jesus possesses in heaven the same body in its human nature as He
had on earth. In the Book of Revelation He appears as ‘a Lamb as though it had
been slain’ (Revelation 5:6). He retains the body He offered for us when He bore
our sins on the Cross. During His earthly ministry Jesus’ body was in a state of
humiliation, in that it was subject to the limitations our human bodies know,
including death. This was followed by a state of resurrection during the forty
days. His body was the same but different. It was the same in that He could eat
with His disciples (Luke 24:41-43) and yet different in that, for example, He
could suddenly stand among them when the doors were locked (John 20:19). At
His Ascension His body passed into its glorified state. We are not in a position
to understand the wonders of this glorified state now. However, ‘we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is’ (1 John
3:2). Writing on the Lord’s Supper, John Calvin said, ‘The body of our Lord in
heaven [is] the same as that which He had on earth. ... Scripture everywhere
teaches us, that, as the Lord on earth took humanity, so He has exalted it to
heaven, withdrawing it from mortal condition, but not changing its nature’
(Calvin: Short Treatise on the Lord’s Supper, Tracts II, p. 187). Elsewhere Calvin
writes, ‘The whole of Scripture proclaims that Christ now lives His glorious life
in our flesh, just as surely as it was in our flesh that He once suffered ...’  (On 2
Corinthians 5:16). The Westminster Shorter Catechism affirms, Christ ‘who,
being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be,
God and man in two distinct natures, and one person, for ever.’ Our Lord’s
Ascension into heaven in His human nature is a fundamental of the Christian
faith.

The occasion of our Saviour’s glorification
When our Lord Jesus carried His humanity back to heaven, He was highly
exalted and glorified in doing so. ‘God ... glorified His Servant Jesus’ was
the apostolic testimony (Acts 3:13). The Father has honoured Him with the
highest standing as the Word made flesh returned to heaven. The title
‘Servant’ in the apostolic testimony is significant because it relates specif-
ically to our Lord’s Incarnation and saving work. It is as the Servant—the
Messiah—that the Father has glorified Him.
Our Lord’s position now is different from what it was before His

Incarnation. At His Ascension He resumed His position of glory. He
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prayed, for example, in what we call His high-priestly prayer in John 17,
‘And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory
which I had with You before the world was’ (17:5). Eternally divine, His
essential glory has not increased. Nothing can be added to divine
perfection. His Ascension, however, revealed His ‘official glory’ as the
triumphant Servant of the Lord. He came into the world to be the Saviour,
the one Mediator between God and man. During His time in this world,
however, He was not appreciated by those He came to save. But now His
believing people delight to recognise the glorious office He holds as the
exalted Emmanuel. The Church is now a unique instrument to proclaim
and express His glory. His people delight to honour Him. His unique glory
is that of the obedient suffering Servant of the Lord who perfectly fulfilled
the Father’s will in the divine plan of salvation.

The powerful truth of our Saviour’s sympathy
To become our great High Priest and Saviour, the Lord Jesus participated in
our nature of flesh and blood (Hebrews 2:14-18). He was made like us in
every way, apart from sin, so that He might become a merciful and faithful
High Priest. He experienced life in a human body (Hebrews 2:14). He was
made perfect through the experience of suffering: ‘Though He was a Son,
yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered’ (Hebrews 5:8).
We may feel rather uncomfortable at first with such an expression. But the
fact that it is used shows how clearly the writer perceived the genuineness of
our Lord’s humanity. It was because he was absolutely sure of it that he
could speak of it in this way.
The writer to the Hebrews’ use of the word ‘obedience’ does not imply

that our Lord was ever rebellious or disobedient. Rather it emphasises
that while He always possessed the disposition to obey, He could possess
the virtue of obedience only as that disposition was put to the test. The
particular reference is to our Lord’s agony in the Garden. We cannot enter
into the sufferings of His soul as He contemplated the Cross. Being
sinless, the contemplation of bearing the sin of the whole world upon
Him was awesome, and His sweat was as great drops of blood. It was by
such severe testing that our Lord was ‘perfected’ (9)—another daring
phrase. This does not imply that our Lord was previously imperfect, and
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that He was brought out of a state of imperfection. ‘There is the
perfection of the bud of the rose which is not the same as the perfection of
the flower into which in course of time it grows. The word “made perfect”
has about it the idea of reaching one’s proper end or aim ...’ (Leon
Morris). We get the better sense if we substitute the word ‘complete’. It
was by such testing that our Lord was made ‘complete’ in that thereby He
demonstrated that He possessed every necessary qualification to be the
High Priest—and the perfect sacrifice—we need. Our Lord always
possessed the disposition of obedience, as we have said, but for Him to
possess the virtue of obedience, testing was necessary—and He was
proved perfect! Genuinely man, He was tempted in every way as we are
(Hebrews 4:15). He prayed with loud cries and tears (Hebrews 5:7).
As a wonderful consequence of our Lord’s taking His glorified humanity

into heaven, ‘we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathise with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin’
(Hebrews 4:15). This assurance makes even more meaningful the knowledge
that the Lord Jesus treats us as family, as brothers and sisters (Psalm 22:22;
Hebrews 2:11,12). He totally identifies Himself with us. He knows what we
need, and how we feel. His perfect sensitivity and awareness of our situation
always leads to the most appropriate action on our behalf. He is utterly
faithful to us and our interests.
Our Saviour’s ‘unfinished’ work in heaven is His keeping, helping, and

perfecting us until our sanctification is complete, as it will be when we
arrive where He now is. As Richard Sibbes, the sixteenth century Puritan,
quoting Hebrews 5:1, put it, ‘Our God and our man, our God-man is
ascended unto the high court of heaven, to His and our God, clothed with
our nature. Is there any more able and willing to plead our cause, or to
whom we may trust business with, than He, who is in “heaven, for all things
for us, appertaining to God”?’
Our Lord’s retention of His humanity makes even more wonderful and

potent His ability to sympathise in all our moments of human desperation
whether on account of weakness, suffering or difficulty. I cannot help but
wonder what it was that identified the Lord Jesus to Stephen as he looked
up to heaven at the time of his martyrdom. Filled with the Holy Spirit, it
was clearly the Spirit who helped him to make that identification. But was
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it the marks of the Crucifixion that Stephen saw in his glorified Lord, that
made him appreciate and rejoice in his Master’s unique ability to
sympathise with him and to help him through his ordeal?

The assurance of our own future human glorification
The Ascension was not only the exaltation of our Lord Jesus as man, but
also the elevation of our humanity in Him. The Lord Jesus has carried our
nature to the right hand of the Father. As we think of our own physical
nature of flesh and bones present there in our Lord Jesus, we have the
glorious prospect of our bodies being there too. Our citizenship as believers
is already in heaven. ‘From which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is
able even to subdue all things to Himself’ (Philippians 3:20,21). Behind this
glorious assurance is the work of our Lord Jesus Christ as the last Adam.
He became what the first Adam was intended to be. He is the new man, the
beginning of God’s new creation. In the Lord Jesus we exchange the
perishable for the imperishable, and the mortal for immortality (1
Corinthians 15:52-54). ‘And as we have borne the image of the man of dust,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man’ (1 Corinthians 15:49).
Quoting Genesis 3:19, Gregory the Great (540-604) saw the Ascension as a

cause for great joy on this account, ‘For that nature, to whom it was said,
“Dust you are and to dust you will return”, has entered into heaven today.’
The Lord Jesus both rose and ascended as the first-fruits of a great harvest.
Little wonder Augustine (354-430) said, ‘My thoughts, and the deepest
places of my soul are torn with every kind of tumult until the day when I shall
be purified and melted in the fire of Your love, and wholly joined to You.’

A reminder of the physical nature of our Lord’s return
Isidore, Archbishop of Seville in the sixth century, contributed much to the
life of the Church by his writings. In one of his books, he wrote of
Ascension Day, ‘This festival is celebrated throughout the course of the
years in order that the manhood of the assumed flesh ascending to the right
hand of the Father might be recalled, whose body we believe to be in
heaven, in such fashion as when He ascended and the angel’s voice
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proclaiming it, saying: “He shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him
going into heaven”, i.e. with the same form and substance of flesh, to which
flesh He truly gave immortality and did not withdraw its nature’ (De
Ecclesiasticae Officiis).
The Book of Revelation exhorts us, ‘Behold, He is coming with clouds,

and every eye will see Him’ (Revelation 1:7). We shall return later to this
subject when we consider our Lord’s present waiting.

A strong source of strength and comfort
The Scottish paraphrase, Where high the heavenly temple stands has three
telling verses that dwell upon our Lord’s retained humanity:

Though now ascended up on high,
He bends on earth a brother’s eye;
Partaker of the human name,
He knows the frailty of our frame.

Our fellow-sufferer yet retains
A fellow-feeling of our pains,
And still remembers in the skies
His tears, His agonies and cries.

In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows had a part;
He sympathises with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief.
(Scottish Paraphrases No. 58, 1781. From Hebrews 4:14-end.)
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