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Preface

I never wanted to be “one of those guys.” You know: a pastor 

who schedules his next sermon series around his latest book 

deal. Even though this book you hold in your hand may suggest 

that I have compromised my convictions, let me give you a few 

reasons why I agreed to this project and have still maintained 

my fidelity in the matter.

The idea for this book wasn’t even on the radar until after I 

had preached through the book of Hebrews. I loved preaching 

Hebrews. God was gracious in bringing forth much fruit from 

it in my congregation. However, there was a particular kind of 

fruitfulness from Hebrews 11 that was undeniable. Because of 

this, I thought that the Lord might be willing to use this section of 

this sermon series in the lives of those outside my church as well.

One of those marks of fruitfulness was the way our 

people came to a better understanding of the Old Testament 

characters in the Bible. We have several in our congregation 

who are either new Christians or Christians who did not grow 

up in the church, and their knowledge of the Old Testament 

was limited. Hebrews 11 proved to be one of the best places 

for these individuals in our church to learn about the Old 

Testament.

I was also amazed at the number of our folk who did not 

have a clear understanding that all the Old Testament works 

in unison to point us to Christ. This was best captured by 

the words of a very faithful, mature, and biblically proficient 

seminary student, who grew up in a faithful church yet still 
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informed me, “I had never heard Hebrews 11 preached in such 

a way that demonstrates that its primary purpose is to point 

us to Christ.” If this book in any way challenges someone’s 

interpretive understanding of the Old Testament to consider 

Jesus Christ as the One to whom it all points, the work put into 

this book would be, without a doubt, worth it.

A final reason this book exists is my deep love for pastors 

and what I fear is a common missing link in the lives of many 

pastors and their ministries—endurance. Many young pastors 

today walk into unhealthy, dysfunctional churches and are 

quick to get discouraged and impatient, and to grow cynical 

and disillusioned; they either leave after a short time or simply 

bail out of pastoral ministry altogether. My hope is that the 

persevering faith to which the author of Hebrews calls every 

believer in Jesus Christ, despite suffering, trials, and difficulty 

in our lives, will be the same kind of enduring faith in which 

every shepherd of God’s people will faithfully walk until the 

Chief Shepherd appears (1 Peter 5:4).

Whether you are a shepherd of Christ’s people or simply 

a follower of Jesus Christ trying to press on, read this book 

as one who desires to demonstrate that you are a partaker of 

Christ (Heb. 3:14) and who longs to be met at the end by our 

King with these words: “Well done, good and faithful slave” 

(Matt. 25:21).
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