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1
A Spoilt Garden!
��

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”
Romans 12:21

Have you got a garden at the back of your house? 
Spurgeon lived in quite a large and very nice house, and 

he had a garden as well. He liked to go there, and look at the 
different flowers, and thank God for all the wonderful things 
that He had made.

One day he went into the garden, and soon noticed that 
some of the flowers didn’t look as they should and the flower 
beds were untidy. He looked more closely, and wondered if 
an animal of some kind had got in and scratched at them. 
The garden was tidied up, but before long the same thing 
happened again. Flowers were looking bedraggled and the 
beds spoilt. It happened time after time!

It was on one Saturday afternoon that Spurgeon was 
walking in the garden thinking about a sermon he was to 
preach the next day, when he saw the culprit. Can you guess 
what kind of animal it was? It was a dog! It had got through 
the fence, and there it was, scratching at the flower beds and 
doing a lot of damage!

Spurgeon suffered from an illness called gout, which 
made walking quite painful sometimes, and so often he used 
a walking-stick to help him. He had the walking-stick with 
him, so he threw it with all his might at the dog to scare it 
away, and at the same time gave the dog some good advice 
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about going home! “Go away, you naughty dog!” But what 
do you think that the dog did? Any ideas?

The dog picked up the stick, and brought it back to 
Spurgeon and laid it down at his feet, wagging his tail and 
looking very pleased with himself! He thought that he was 
helping Spurgeon, or perhaps he imagined that he wanted to 
play a game!

Well, Spurgeon really liked animals, and looking down at 
the happy dog, he felt quite ashamed that he had thrown his 
stick at him. He told the dog that he was welcome to stay 
in the garden as long as he liked, and to come as often as he 
pleased. In fact, for quite a while after that day, whenever 
the dog visited his garden, Spurgeon would secretly give him 
bones and other things to eat.

Spurgeon thought about the dog in his garden, and he used 
the story to teach a lesson. He had been cross with the dog, 
but the animal won Spurgeon over by trying to be helpful. It 
is the same lesson that the apostle Paul teaches us in Romans 
12:21, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.”

If someone gets cross with you, it is easy to get cross back, 
and that leads to more trouble. The best thing is to ask the 
Lord to help you to be kind in return, and then you may find 
that the anger of the other person disappears. Like the dog, 
you could find that your enemy becomes your friend!
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2
The Milk’s Been Stolen Again!

��

“[Eve] saw that the tree was good for food, that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to 
make one wise … she took of its fruit and ate. She 

also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 
Genesis 3:6

Spurgeon had trouble at the back of his house, with that 
naughty but nice dog spoiling the flower beds, but he also 

had trouble at the front as well!
Does a milkman call at your house and leave bottles of 

milk? That doesn’t happen so often today, but a few years 
ago most people had their milk delivered, usually very early 
in the morning. In Spurgeon’s day, milk wasn’t delivered in 
either plastic or glass bottles, but was poured into large cans. 

One morning there wasn’t as much milk in the can as 
there should have been—and it wasn’t the milkman’s fault. 
The next morning it was the same. And the next. What was 
happening to the milk? Somebody must be stealing it! It was 
disappearing so often that it was decided that someone in the 
house would get up early the next day, hide, and watch very 
carefully to see who was stealing the milk.

That morning the milkman left the milk in the can. After 
a while someone strolled across the yard towards the can. It 
was Spurgeon’s cat, called Dick! He was quite big for a cat, 
weighing eighteen pounds! When he got to the milk can, he 
lifted the lid, put his paw in, and licked the milk off it! And he 
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did this until his thirst was quenched! Now the mystery was 
solved, and the thief was caught.

When Spurgeon heard of it, he thought that it was very 
funny, and he had the cat and the can brought to him so that 
he might see how it was done—and Dick showed him! Later, 
when guests came to the house, he would let Dick show them 
how he could steal milk. When Dick had performed his party 
piece, Spurgeon would clap in appreciation and stroke him!

So there was trouble in the back garden from a dog, and 
trouble in the front garden from a cat!

Spurgeon often drew out important lessons from everyday 
things. One day when he was talking to the students at the 
College (and I’ll tell you about the College later), he spoke 
about cats’ paws. Have you ever felt a cat’s paw? It is so soft! 
But it is not always soft, for a cat has claws in his paws, and 
they are very sharp. He said that this is like temptation, which 
makes sin seem soft and nice at first, but the results will hurt 
us, and can even be deadly. 

Eve discovered that in the Garden of Eden. Adam had been 
told by God not to eat from one particular tree in the garden, but 
Eve “saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise,” and so “she 
took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, 
and he ate” (Genesis 3:6). They had disobeyed God and sinned! 
What seemed so nice turned out to be deadly. Now they were 
ashamed and afraid, and didn’t want to meet God any more, 
and since God is holy and must punish every sin, He made them 
leave the beautiful garden. Because they represented the whole 
human race, this brought sin and misery into the world.

Always remember that although sin can look very 
pleasant, it eventually brings sorrow. It may look good, but it 
isn’t good, and it won’t do you any good.
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