
14 JULY (PREACHED 13 JULY 1884)

Receiving the Holy Ghost

‘He said unto them, have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?’
Acts 19:2
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: 1 Corinthians 14:1–25

When the Holy Spirit was given in the earliest ages he showed his presence
by certain miraculous signs. Some of those who received the Holy Spirit
spoke with tongues; others began to prophesy, and a third class received
the gifts of healing, so that wherever they laid their hands disease fled
before them. I am sure that if these powers were given now in connection
with the reception of the Holy Spirit and your believing, you would all be
anxious to possess them. I can hardly imagine a single Christian who
would not put to himself the enquiry, ‘Have I received the Holy Spirit in
that fashion?’ You would want to be healing, or to be speaking with
tongues, or to be working miracles, by which you could benefit your
fellow-men and glorify God, would you not? Now, be it never forgotten
that those works of the Holy Spirit which are permanent must assuredly be
of greater value than those which were transitory. We cannot suppose that
the Holy Spirit brought forth the best wine at first, and that his operations
gradually deteriorated. It is a rule of the kingdom to keep the best wine to
the last, and therefore I conclude that you and I are not left to partake of
the dregs, but that those works of the Holy Spirit which are at this time
granted to the Church of God are every way as valuable as those earlier
miraculous gifts which have departed from us. The work of the Holy
Spirit, by which men are quickened from their death in sin, is not inferior
to the power which made men speak with tongues. The work of the Holy
Spirit, when he comforts men and makes them glad in Christ, is by no
means second to the opening of the eyes of the blind. Why, sirs, men might
have the gifts of the Spirit as to miracles, and yet might perish after all; but
he that has the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit shall never perish: they are
saving blessings, and where they come they lift the man out of his sinful
estate, and make him to be a child of God.

FOR MEDITATION: (Our Own Hymn Book no. 464 v.7—Andrew Reed,
1842)

‘Spirit divine! attend our prayers, make a lost world Thy home;
Descend with all Thy gracious powers! oh come, great Spirit, come.’
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22 OCTOBER (1882)

God’s non-remembrance of sin

‘I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins.’ Isaiah 43:25
‘For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.’
Jeremiah 31:34
‘For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more.’ Hebrews 8:12
‘And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.’ Hebrews 10:17
SUGGESTED FURTHER READING: Isaiah 44:21–28

We may not speak, except after the manner of men, of the Lord God as
having memory; and yet how blessed it is that he should himself use the
speech which is current among ourselves, and represent himself after the
manner of a man, and then say, ‘their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more.’ He wishes us to know that his pardon is so true and
deep that it amounts to an absolute oblivion, a total forgetting of all the
wrong-doing of the pardoned ones. You know what we do when we
exercise memory. To speak popularly, a man lays up a thing in his mind:
but when sin is forgiven it is not laid up in God’s mind. A certain matter
has happened, and we remember it, storing it away in our memory. We
read that ‘Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.’ We
make a kind of storeroom of our memory, and there things are preserved,
like fruits in autumn, stored up to be used by and by. We reckon a man to
be fortunate who has a good memory, so that he can lay by things in his
brain where he can get at them in time of need. The Lord will not do this
with our sins. He will not store them in his archives: he will not give them
house-room. The record of our sin shall not be laid up in the divine
treasury: we shall not cry with Job, ‘My transgression is sealed up in a bag,
and thou sewest up mine iniquity.’ As for the ungodly, their sins are
written with an iron pen, and the measure of their iniquity is daily filling,
till it be poured out upon their own head: their sins have gone before them
to the judgment seat, and are crying aloud for vengeance.

FOR MEDITATION: Because God promises not to remember our sins, we
can confidently approach him and seek this mercy (Psalm 25:6–7; 79:8–9;
Isaiah 64:9). But those who refuse to repent are assured that God will
remember and punish their sins (Jeremiah 14:10; Hosea 7:1–2; 8:13; 9:9).
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