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Basic Preparation Before purchasing a Puppy

Choosing the right dog is essential for your happiness 
as well as theirs.

Size
The size of the dog does not necessarily indicate their 
temperament. Large dogs can often be more gently 
and more tolerant than smaller dogs. Very small dogs 
are often more suited to family / adults without very 
small children as delicate handling is required.

Exercise
Being left in a backyard must never be a substitute 
for proper exercise for your dog. Every dog must get 
daily exercise in all weather. 

Boy or Girl?
Dogs and bitches have pretty much the same 
temperament.

Pure or Cross?
Every dog is an individual in it’s own right. The 
pedigree of the dog can give you some common 
traits, however like humans we all can exhibit 
individual character flaws and great training is the 
best solution with any breed.

Time
Consider the time you can afford to dedicate to your 
puppy and dog each day. 

Cost
Apart from the initial purchase and set up costs of 
your puppy, you will need to provide continuous 
budget allowances for costs such as food, vet bills, 
grooming, boarding fees, pet insurance (if chosen) 
and health products.

So once you have discussed all of these options and 
narrowed the decisions down. It’s time to purchase 
your puppy.

The day you bring home Puppy you should be home 
with him/her for the entire day and there after, to 
allow for that initial bonding to happen between you 
and Puppy.

Preparation
Safety First
Think of your puppy as a four legged toddler. The 
environment in which you want to be housed in 
should be safe and secure.

• Choose an area where you are going to 
allow your puppy in and block access to other areas 
(puppy gates or pens are great for this).

• De-clutter and remove any dangerous 
object your puppy may want to play or chew on 
(shoes, poisons, kids toys, power cords etc.)

• If possible choose a room with an easy care 
floor surface; there WILL be accidents (tiles, lino etc.)

• Shut away other pets

• Think about a toilet area for your puppy 
(indoor or outdoor) and make sure other family 
members know where this is (to avoid confusion for 
Puppy)

Set up the House
Set up their new bed with their food and water bowls 
nearby (fill each of these with food in one, water in 
other). If you wish to use a crate, set this up with the 
bed and line the bottom of the crate with ‘Puppy 
Pads‘. Make sure you keep the crate door open so 
Puppy doesn’t feel trapped.

Arriving home

When you first get your puppy home take him to the 
designated toilet area first. Make sure to use a simple 
command (such as wee-wee, or toilet) that everyone 
knows, to use when Puppy does a wee.

Next let Puppy explore for 10min to 20min, but don’t 
leave him alone by himself.

Gently pick your puppy up and carry him to the room 
with all his items. Bed, crate, bowls etc.

Allow Puppy to venture into his new home on his own.

Make sure to provide Puppy with plenty of chew toys 
to keep him out of mischief. Don’t overcrowd him at 
this stage, and keep visitors at bay and allow Puppy 
to gently get to know you and your family at his own 
pace.

Give your new puppy a few days to get used to his 
new home before introducing other pets.

Introductions should take place on neutral territory to 
avoid fights. (Such as a park or friend’s place)

Teach your children how to pick up, hold and pat your 
new puppy without hurting or scaring him. Help your 
children to play gently with Puppy and discourage 
Puppy from jumping up onto them. Also try to involve 
children in training Puppy correctly, and explain 
that they must respect times when Puppy is eating 
or sleeping. Discourage children from teasing new 
Puppy with toys or treats as this can lead to negative 
behaviour later on (such as excessive barking or 
jumping).

Remember always praise your Puppy if he is showing 
good behaviour. And discourage bad behaviour with 
a low toned, short command such as ‘no’ or ‘arh’.

Toilet training

Remember there will be accidents in this training step, 
so be prepared. Persistence is Key here.

These are the times you need to take Puppy to his 
toilet area…

• Upon waking

• After playing

• After eating

• After crating

• When very young, in the middle of the night.

Keep an eye at for a certain sign that your Puppy will 
display when needing the toilet. Every time you see this 
– go straight to the toilet area.

 A false alarm is better than an accident. Never punish 
Puppy for his accidents, rather praise him for doing the 
right thing.

Puppy Care Sheet
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Food
If your puppy is already on a super premium puppy 
food (such as Royal Canin) you are best to keep him 
on this, as these foods provide the best nutrition for 
your puppy at his most critical stage. If you wish to 
change his diet to a lesser premium food or change 
to a super premium (if not on one already), do so 
over 6 days. The first 2 days – ¼ new food to ¾ old, 
next 2 days – ½ each, last 2 days ¾ new to ¼ old. This 
will avoid stomach upsets.

Here are some examples of Royal Canin varieties (a 
Super Premium Food) for your Puppy, each of which, 

depending on his breed or size.
The weight refers to your Puppy Adult weight not his current 
weight.

Junior Varieties
• Mini (1 – 10kg)

• Medium (10 - 25kg)

• Maxi (25 – 45kg)

• Giant (45kg Plus)

Breed Specific Varieties 
(For Pure-Breeds as they are targeted specifically to these 
breeds needs)

• Boxer Junior

• German Shepherd Junior

• Golden Retriever Junior

• Labrador Retriever Junior

Insurance
It is a good idea to purchase pet Insurance for your 
Puppy to insure he is covered for all those expected 
and unexpected medical costs he may give you.

Registration
All dogs and puppy must be registered with your 
local council at 3 months of age. Visiting your local 
council branch and paying a small fee annually can 
obtain this.

Grooming
All dogs need regular grooming, whether short or 
long haired. Talk to our friendly staff about what 
necessary grooming tools are required for your new 
puppy. It is good to begin professional grooming at a 
young age so he can become familiar with this and 
get used to it.

Make sure each grooming session you give Puppy is 
positive and remember to treat him at the conclusion 
(if he has behaved).

Teeth
Dental care is often overlooked in dogs. Super 
premium food, dental treats and teeth cleaning/ 
brushing go a long way in the care and 
maintenance of your puppy teeth from a young age. 
There are a variety of available dental care products 
at Warragul Pet Emporium such as tooth brushes, 
tooth pastes and dental cleaning treats / toys all to 
assist in plague fighting.

Health care
Your Puppy will need to be vaccinated 3 times 
as a puppy then annually thereafter, de-fleaed 
and wormed throughout their lives. We strongly 
recommended de-sexing your puppy and this can be 
performed as young as 3 months of age.

Puppy development stages
8 weeks to 3 months
 • Chasing – his tail, other pets, objects

 • The bowel and bladder control begins to  
    improve

 • Learn their name

 • Puppies are very fearful at this stage. Harsh  
    discipline should be avoided.

3 to 6 months
 • Ranking months – this is when Puppy will  
    decide who the pack leader is, it must be  
    YOU.

 • Great training and consistency is essential

 • Teething – this is the chewing phase

6 to 18 months
 • This is a very influential time for Puppy so  
    keep up the consistent training.

 • Dominance challenges will arise to re-deter 
    mine Pack Leader. This must always be YOU.

 • If not de-sexed then sexually mature   
    behaviour will begin
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Den Heaven

In the wild, dogs have dens which act as a 
safe and warm haven that keeps them dry 
and away from danger. There is a great sense 
of wellbeing, security, and primal familiarity 
in a Puppy’s den. It is also a place where the 
mother’s teach their young to toilet outside, 
dogs naturally wish to keep their dens clean 
and dry. With all these natural instincts behind 
them, Puppy crate training can be relatively 
smooth.

Be sure to understand the difference between 
temporarily confining your puppy to a crate 
and long term confinement when you are not 
home. The major purpose of confinement when 
your are not home is to restrict mistakes to a 
small protected area. The purpose of crate 
training is quite the opposite.   

Short term confinement to a crate is intended 
to inhibit your puppy from eliminating when 
confined, so that she will want to eliminate 
when released from confinement and taken to 
an appropriate area. Crate training also helps 
teach your puppy to have bladder and bowel 
control. Instead of going whenever he feels 
like it, he learns to hold it and go at convenient 
scheduled times.

Do’s and Don’t’s of Crate Training

Crate training should not be abused, otherwise 
the problem will get drastically worse. The crate 
is not intended as a place to lock up the puppy 
and forget him for extended periods of time. If 
your puppy soils his crate because you left him 
there too long, the house training process will 
be set back several weeks, if not months.

Your puppy should only be confined to a crate 
when you are at home. Except at night, give 
your puppy an opportunity to relieve himself 
every hour. Each time you let him out, put her 
on leash and immediately take puppy outside. 
Once outside, give him about three to five 
minutes to produce.   

If he doesn’t go to the toilet within the allotted 
time period, simply return him to her crate, 
and try again later. If he does perform, then 
immediately reward him with praise, food 
treats, affection, play, an extended walk and 
permission to run around and play in your house 
for a couple of hours. For young pups, after 
30-45 minutes, take him to his toilet area again. 
Never give your puppy free run of your home 
unless you know without a doubt that his bowels 
and bladder are empty.

During this crate training procedure, keep a diary 
of when your puppy toilets. If you have Puppy 
on a regular feeding schedule, he should soon 
adopt a corresponding toileting schedule. Once 
you know what time of day he usually needs to 
toilet, you can begin taking him out only at those 
times instead of every hour. After he has toileted, 
he can have free, but supervised, run of your 
house.   

About one hour before he needs to toilet (as 
calculated by your diary) put him in his crate. This 
will prevent him from going earlier than you had 
planned. With your consistency and abundance 
of rewards and praise for eliminating outside, he 
will become more reliable about holding it until 
you take him out. Then the amount of time you 
confine him before his scheduled outing can be 
reduced, then eliminated.

Mistakes and Accidents During Training

If you ever find an accident in the house, just 
clean it up. Do not punish your puppy. All this 
means is that you have given him unsupervised 
access to your house too soon. Until he can be 
trusted, don’t give him unsupervised free run of 
your house. If mistakes and accidents occur, it is 
best to go back to the crate training. You need 
to more accurately predict when puppy needs 
to eliminate and he needs more time to develop 
bladder and bowel control.

Crate training
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puppy Checklist

food and water bowls

bed

crate

collar and lead

id tag

car harness

toys and chews

treats for training

flea and worm treatment

grooming essentials

eye and ear cleaner

odour and stain removers

deodorising spray

puppy pads & poop bags

dog door

toothbrush and paste

puppy preschool enrolment

Super premium food


