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An Australian native, the Hermit Crab is a land 
dwelling creature who lives along coastal 
shorelines and marshlands. They do not live in 
or underwater like other coastal crabs.

Hermit Crabs are a social animal, and in their 
natural habitat, are commonly seen feeding in 
great numbers.

Description

Hermit Crabs come in a variety of colours. 
Ranging from white, grey, orange, pink or 
red. Hermits, unlike other crustaceans, have 
an armoured fore body and legs, and a soft, 
vulnerable abdomen that is protected inside its 
hard shell in which it lives.

About twice a year Hermit Crabs will moult 
which requires a new slightly larger shell for the 
Hermit to do so in. When changing shells the 
Hermit will quickly pull its vulnerable abdomen 
out of its old shell and attempt to fit into its new 
shell as soon as possible to avoid becoming 
prey to other larger Hermit Crabs. 

During this time it’s is important not to handle 
your Hermit for a few days in order for its new 
skin to be properly form and harden and not be 
damaged.

Sizes of Hermit can range from the tiny 15mm 
kind to the more significant 50mm sizes.

Getting Started

Step One - preparation of the tank

• Place the tank in a location where it’s not 
going to get too hot or too cold.

• Give the tank a light rinse out with water 
only and dry off.

• Place heat mat under the tank at one end 
of the tank.

• Arrange the sand in the tank about an inch 
thick.

• Arrange all bowls away from the heat.

• Add the ornaments in the tank.

Step Two - preparation for hermit crabs arrival

• Fill both bowls with water and add a sprinkle 
of Hermit Crab Salt to one only.

• Fill the food bowl with some pellets.

• Wet the sea sponge and lightly ring it out 
but not too much and place in the tank.

• Turn on the heat mat.

Step Three - nearly there!

• Stick the thermometer on the side of tank 
or place inside (depending on which kind 
you’ve purchased)

• Add the hygrometer.

Step Four

• Add the Crabs!

Care / Health

Temperature is very important to obtain optimal 
health of your Hermit Crab. Tanks should be at 
30c at the warmest end and no cooler than 
20c at the colder end. Any less or more of these 
specified temperatures and the crab may leave 
his shell in distress and die.

Humidity is extremely important in ensuring the 
crab can breath. Dry air will mean the crab 
may suffocate. So humidity should be between 
70-80%. To maintain this ensure the sea sponge 
is always damp and you spray inside the tank 
about twice a day to keep this up. 

Dietary needs of the Hermit Crab are that of 
an omnivore, meaning they consume both 
meat and veg, like humans. We at Warragul Pet 
Emporium stock a quality Hermit Crab Pellet, 
Taylor made to suit the Hermit dietary needs. 
As treats, you can also reward your crab with 
items of food such as: tiny morsels of fish and 
beef, rolled oats, rice, carrot, grapes, apple 
pieces or pineapple. Calcium stones or a piece 
of cuttlefish should be provided to your crab 
regularly as a main source of calcium. 

Life spans of Hermit Crabs vary tremendously, 
all coming back to how well they are cared for. 
In the wild Hermits can live for a whopping 13 
years. This can be achieved in captivity as long 
as you mimic their natural environment as best as 
possible.

Top Tips

Remove any soiled sand or un eaten food to 
avoid bacterial build up.
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hermit crab Checklist

tank with lid

heat mat

hermit crab sand

thermometer

hygrometer

2 water bowls

small food bowl

sea sponge

spare shells

spray bottle

hermit crab food

hermit crab salt

ornaments for climbing

calcium block


