
Design Miami/ Basel returns in September with international gallery lineup and 
new hybrid exhibition format 

- Over 40 exhibitor presentations, including 15 new debuts for Basel
- For the first time in Basel, items from the showfloor will be available to view and shop 

online in real time
- Superblue and Design Miami/ will present Shylights by DRIFT, Superblue’s first 

international presentation since the launch of its premiere experiential art center in 
Miami in May 2021

Basel, July 21, 2021/ Design Miami/ Basel returns to the  Basel Messeplatz for the fifteenth 
edition of the fair from 21-26 September 2021. The 2021 fair signals a strong return with 27 
international gallery presentations and 14 Curio exhibitions as well as a reimagined Design at 
Large program with large scale works and installations. The upcoming edition will also introduce 
the hybrid physical / digital event format for the fair, first unveiled in Miami in 2020, this will allow 
collectors to view and shop works from the show floor directly online as well as engage in digital 
programming including virtual tours, talks and more. In an international first, Superblue will 
partner with Design Miami/ to present Shylights by DRIFT, Dutch artist duo Lonneke Gordijn and 
Ralph Nauta. Taking over the expansive downstairs space in Hall 1, the mesmerising work features 
sculptures that unfold and retreat in a fascinating choreography, mirroring the “sleeping” pattern 
or nyctinasty of real flowers. 

“Design Miami/ is looking forward to coming together again in-person in Basel, while also bringing 
the very best parts of our fairs to a wider audience through our new hybrid format. We are 
delighted to be offering an enhanced online event and shopping experience for the Basel edition 
through our expanded digital platform, designmiami.com. The galleries and partners that make 
Design Miami/ so exceptional are already exciting us with what they have planned for September 
and we look forward to revealing more details over the coming months.” said Jennifer Roberts, 
CEO of Design Miami/. 

HUMAN NATURE 
Curated by current Curatorial Director, Aric Chen, this year’s Design Miami/ Basel will explore the 
thematic of Human Nature, examining the evolving relationship between humans and the 
increasingly constructed natural world— a dynamic that has been brought into stark focus over 
the past year. The dichotomy between humans and nature, once considered distinct, whether in 
conflict or harmony, has collapsed. Chen asks us to examine what role might design play in 
responding to this new reality? How might we look to both the past and future to rethink the 
interactions between humans, nature—and human nature? 

Design Miami/ Basel’s Curatorial Director, Aric Chen said: “Design Miami has always been the 
global forum for design, and as the Basel fair returns this year, we hope Human Nature will 
continue to prompt lively discussion through our talks and programming while offering another 
lens for looking at the work of our galleries and designers.” 



DESIGN MIAMI/ X SUPERBLUE PRESENT SHYLIGHTS BY DRIFT 
Taking over the 2500 sqm Event Hall 1.0 at this year’s edition of Design Miami/ Basel, 
Design Miami/ and Superblue will present Shylights, a multi-sensory experience by DRIFT. The 
installation will be the first international presentation by Superblue, the new venture dedicated to 
producing, presenting, and engaging audiences with experiential art, which opened its first center 
in Miami in May, 2021. Setting the giant space in motion, Shylights is a poetic, upside-down forest 
of moving flowers that evokes the impermanence of nature and sense of wonder that comes from 
being immersed in it. The flowers mimic the process of ‘nyctinasty’, the cyclic movement of plants 
in response to the arrival of dusk or dawn.  
Dutch artists Lonneke Gordijn and Ralph Nauta founded studio DRIFT in 2007. With a 
multidisciplinary team of 64, DRIFT creates experiential sculptures, installations, and 
performances that raise fundamental questions about the origins, processes, and meaning of life, 
and explore positive scenarios for future realities. The Shylights installation investigates the 
perception of space and movement as an element of embodied cognition and offers a place of 
calm and contemplation. The presentation will be accompanied by a series of multidisciplinary 
activations across the fields of science, music, architecture, and poetry as well as collective yoga 
and meditation sessions with leading practitioners from the region and abroad.  

DEBUT GALLERIES AND RETURNING HIGHLIGHTS 
Design Miami/ Basel welcomes six new galleries to the fair in September, including AGO Projects, 
Geoffrey Diner Gallery, Morentz, and Hemmerle alongside founding galleries Galerie kreo, Galerie 
Patrick Seguin, Jousse Entreprise, and LAFFANOUR-Galerie Downtown.  

Debuting for the first time at Design Miami/ Basel, Geneva-based Bailly Gallery will present works 
by Picasso and the Giacometti brothers in dialogue, exploring the relationship between the artist 
and designers from the 1930’s through WW2 and beyond, and investigating their similar desires to 
push the limits of representation. Showcasing works in bronze and terracotta, Bailly Gallery will 
bring  Madoura ceramics by Picasso along with art objects and furniture signed by Diego and 
Alberto Giacometti. Another Swiss gallery debut from Angela Weber Möbel will exhibit works by 
masters such as Gio Ponti, Osvaldo Borsani, Oscar Nilsson, Axel Einar, and Paul Laszlo that 
demonstrate the intriguingly similar approaches to form and function from designers in Italy, 
Sweden, Finland and the United States. Works presented will include crafted furniture, lighting 
and ceramic pieces. 

Also presenting for the first time at Design Miami/Basel, Munich based Hemmerle will exhibit 
around 100 contemporary jewellery creations within their sculptural booth conceived by 
Amsterdam based spatial design studio, Tom Postma Design. The creations strike a balance 
between traditional techniques passed down through generations, and extensive experimentation 
with new processes.  

At Geoffrey Diner Gallery, the impressive Reception House table and chairs by George Nakashima 
will take centreplace in the booth. Built in 1981 for a close friend of Nakashima, the table is one of 
the earliest of the Sanso forms, a design later adapted by George Nakashima for his even larger 
Altars for Peace. These Altars were meant to be placed on every continent, tables around which 



George envisioned people from all over the world coming together "for prayer, meditation and 
contemplation.” Returning Thomsen Gallery will again present a collection of historic Japanese 
bamboo baskets made by some of the greatest bamboo artists of the modern era. These delicate 
pieces will be complemented by Japanese ceramic jars from the 15th-17th centuries; Japanese 
gold lacquer boxes from the 20th-21st century; and Japanese folding screens. 

Exceptional contemporary works will also be unveiled at Design Miami/ Basel including The Black 
Hole Mirror by Atelier Van Asseldonk at French gallery Galerie SCENE OUVERTE. This new piece 
commissioned especially for the fair has taken over  seven months to realize and is crafted from 
over 600 individual pieces of mirror that each capture and reflect the light in different ways, 
creating an abstract sculptural piece that also has a practical, everyday function. At Etage 
Projects, select new works by contemporary designers including FOS and Sabine Marcelis will be 
unveiled. The gallery will also bring new works by bahraini—danish, the design collective 
established in Bahrain in 2016 by architects Batool Alshaikh, Maitham Almubarak, and Christian 
Vennerstrøm Jensen to explore using cultural differences, both social and professional, as a 
means to create.  

September will also see the largest Curio program in Basel to date with 14 presentations from 
international galleries and designers including new work from Harry Nuriev and the debut of 
Carpenters Workshop Jewellery. 

Design Miami/ Basel 2021 Galleries/  
AGO Projects/ Mexico City 
Angela Weber Möbel/ Zurich 
Bailly Gallery/ Geneva, Paris 
Carpenters Workshop Gallery/ London, Paris, New 
York Etage Projects/ Copenhagen 
Friedman Benda/ New York 
Galerie Eric Philippe/ Paris 
Galerie kreo/ Paris 
Galerie Maria Wettergren/ Paris 
Galerie Meubles et Lumieres/ Paris 
Galerie Mitterrand/ Paris 
Galerie Patrick Seguin/ Paris 
Galerie Philippe Gravier/ Paris 
Galerie SCENE OUVERTE/ Paris 
Galleria Rossella Colombari/ Milan 
Geoffrey Diner Gallery/ Washington D.C. 
Gokelaere & Robinson/Brussels, Knokke 
Hemmerle/ Munich 
Jousse Entreprise/ Paris 
LAFFANOUR-Galerie Downtown/ Paris 



Lebreton/San Francisco   
MANIERA/ Brussels 
Morentz/Waalwijk 
Pierre Marie Giraud/Brussels 
SIDE Gallery/ Barcelona 
Thomas Fritsch-ARTRIUM/ Paris 
Thomsen Gallery/ New York 

Design Miami/ Basel 2021 Curios/ 
Carpenters Workshop Jewellery/ London, Paris, New 
York CONVERSO/ Chicago 
Everyday Gallery/ Antwerp 
Galleri Format Oslo/ Oslo 
Gallery Japonesque/ San Francisco 
Harry Nuriev/ Brooklyn 
Mariana Bruun/ Copenhagen 
Mercado Moderno/ Rio de Janeiro 
Nadja Zerunian/ Vienna 
Objective Gallery/ Shanghai 
OKKIM STUDIO/ Seoul 
Paul Bourdet Fine Furniture/ Paris 
Peter Blake Gallery/ Laguna Beach 
Todd Merrill Studio/ New York 

Design Miami/ Basel 2021 Design at Large/  
Carpenters Workshop Gallery/ London, Paris, New 
York Galerie Mitterrand/ Paris  
Joseph Walsh Studio/ Cork 
Laffanour - Galerie Downtown/ Paris  
Mathieu Lehanneur/ Paris  
Noemi Saga Atelier/ Sāo Paolo 

Schedule of Events/ 
Preview Day/ By Invitation Only 
Monday, September 20/ 
Collector’s Preview/ 12-6 PM 
VIP Preview/ 6-8 PM 

Public Show Days/ 
Tuesday, September 21/ 11 AM - 8 PM 
Wednesday, September 22/ 11 AM - 8 PM 
Thursday, September 23/ 11 AM - 7 PM 



Friday, September 24/ 11 AM - 7 PM 
Saturday, September 25/ 11 AM - 7 PM 
Sunday, September 26/ 11 AM - 7 PM 

Notes to Editors 
Design Miami/ is the global forum for design. Our curated, multi-platform marketplace cultivates 
global communities of galleries, studios, brands, experts, collectors, and enthusiasts who share 
our passion for the art of design. We deliver unique design experiences through our celebrated 
fairs, events, and curated digital platform, designmiami.com. Our mission is to transform how the 
world explores, exchanges, and collects design.  

Since launching our first fair in 2005, we have dedicated our efforts to the elevation and 
celebration of design. This year, our biannual collectible design fairs will take place from 
September 21 – 26 in Basel Switzerland (rescheduled from June 2021 dates) and from December 1 
– 5 in Miami Beach, Florida. Each fair will feature selling-exhibitions of museum-quality 20th and 
21st century furniture, lighting, and objets d’art from the world’s top, expertly vetted galleries. 
Moreover, in December 2020, we unveiled Design Miami/Podium at the Moore Building in Miami, 
Florida and we are thrilled to present Design Miami/Podium x Shanghai in partnership with Made 
in House this November 4 – 14, 2021.  

All Design Miami/ fairs and exhibitions are now presented in a hybrid format. Exhibited works will 
be available to purchase for a limited time at our expanded digital platform, designmiami.com. In 
addition to a click-to-collect shopping experience at Design Miami/Shop, Design Miami’s online 
event experience will feature 3D interactive tours, virtual programming and engaging storytelling 
at the Forum Magazine. Designmiami.com exists to amplify the work of participating Design 
Miami/ galleries and studios to a broad global audience, and provides unprecedented access to 
exceptional design, 365 days a year.  

In all we do, we are guided by our vision to connect the world through exceptional design. We are 
dedicated to honoring the international design community, proselytizing the artistic value of 
historical and contemporary design, and providing an exciting yet accessible platform of discovery 
for collectors and newcomers alike. We’re excited to continue to present Design Miami/ in new 
ways, as we continue to grow and learn, with hopes of sharing our passion for design with our ever-
expanding, ever-inspiring community.  

About Superblue/  
Superblue is a ground-breaking new enterprise dedicated to supporting artists in realizing their 
most ambitious visions and engaging audiences with experiential art. Its network of artists 
encompasses the leading practitioners of experiential art, whose practices catalyze engagement 
with the most pressing issues of our time and generate new perspectives on our world. 

Through its experiential art centers, which are specifically designed for presenting large-scale, 
immersive art installations, Superblue provides artists with expanded opportunities to transport 
audiences to the new worlds they create. Superblue additionally acts as an advocate and agent for 



experiential artists by fostering opportunities for them to expand the reach of their work through 
collaborations with museums, collectors, visual and performing arts festivals, architects, 
municipalities, and place-makers. Superblue provides these partners with unparalleled 
expertise and support for the production, installation, and presentation of large-scale 
experiential works, through collaborative presentations, public and private commissions, and 
acquisitions. 

In the coming years, Superblue will open new experiential centers across the U.S. and 
internationally and is developing augmented and virtual reality platforms for artists who are 
exploring our rapidly evolving relationship with the digital realm.  

www.superblue.com 

Press inquiries, please contact/ 
Camron PR 
+44 (0)20 7420 1700
Sarah Ferrall/ sarah.ferrall@camronpr.com
Grace Englefield/ grace.englefield@camronpr.com
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