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Gun Storage Solutions
U.S. Optics LR-17 3.2-17x44mm

RIFLES & GLASS

I CAN’T BE THE ONLY ONE  that has played gun-safe 
Tetris, trying to fit as many guns as possible inside. When 
safe manufacturers advertise how many guns can fit in 
their various models, they must make those estimates 
with straight-stocked iron-sighted semiautomatic and 
lever-action rifles. Once a safe starts housing bolt-action 
rifles, AR-15s and/or rifles with scopes, any manufacturer 
estimates should be cut in half for a realistic idea of what 
the average consumer will be able to fit without touching.

Experience and creative thinking have taught me some 
alternative techniques for fitting more guns in my safe. 
Alternating one muzzle up and one muzzle down will get 
a few more in the box. Laying a few AR-15s with stocks 
collapsed across a full rack is also a technique, but this has 
to be done carefully to avoid scratching and dinging the 
guns. Sadly, most rifles and shotguns 
get their scratches while in the gun 
safe from trying to store them or from 
putting them in and taking them out.

An ingenious and inexpensive idea 
is rifle rods from Gun Storage Solu-
tions. The concept is simple. Empty 
your safe, to include the notched 
shelves that the rifle forearm/barrel is 
supposed to sit in. Cut the sheet of 

Velcro that comes in the kit to fit the underside of the top 
shelf in the safe. Staple, tack and/or glue it in place. Rein-
stall the top shelf. Put a polymer rifle rod into the muzzle 
of the rifle, insert it in the safe, stand it vertically and push 
the rod up into the Velcro. The rifle or shotgun will now 
stand vertically, occupying minimal space.

Staggering one row to fit in the gaps of the row behind 
it allows for several rifles and shotguns to fit efficiently 
inside. The traditional method of putting guns in safes 
uses floor area inefficiently because the rifle has to lean 
back into a supporting notch. As soon as a gun gets set 
at an angle, it consumes twice as much space as if it were 
standing completely vertical. The Gun Storage Solutions 
method means there’s no longer any need for guns to lean 
into a notch, so the safe floor opens up considerably.

HOW TO STORE  
MORE GUNS

 Gun Storage Solutions
 Rifle Rod Kit (fits 10 rifles): $40 to $140
 Handgun Hanger: $13 to $30
 Multi-Mag Gun Magnet: $30
 Manufacturer:   Gun Storage Solutions 

855-647-8673 
storemoreguns.com

BEFORE AFTER

Rifle rods 
can be 
attached 
to the sup-
plied hook-
and-loop 
shelf liner 
and safely 
put inside 
the barrel 
to stand 
the rifle 
vertically 
and maxi-
mize usable 
space.
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 U.S. Optics LR-17 3.2-17x44mm
 Power: 3.2-17X
 Objective: 44mm
 Tube Diameter: 30mm
 Elevation Adjustment: .1 mil per click
 Windage: .1 mil per click
 Reticle: RDP Mil (tested)
 Length: 16.5 in.
 Weight: 34 oz.
 Eye Relief: 3.5 in.
 MSRP: $2,835 (tested)
 Manufacturer:  U.S. Optics 

714-582-1956 
usoptics.com

 Gun Storage Solutions makes other innovative products 
to help keep firearms secure both inside and outside the 
safe. The Handgun Hangers are plastic-covered metal rods 
that slip over the top shelf (or any shelf, really) and then 
up the bore of the handgun. Handguns can be attached 
above and under any shelf on the front edge, just inside 
the door and along the back edge at the safe’s rear. Using 
the vertical space in the safe allows more pistols to be 
stored inside.

Gun Storage Solutions also has rubber-coated magnets 
that are useful for any number of tasks. I have a a few of 

these and could use a lot more. These simple rare-earth 
magnets attach to any metal surface, like the side of a 
safe, cabinet or bed frame, and securely hold any rifle or 
handgun that contacts it. Each unit is a rubber strip with 
two large magnets inside. The two magnets are perfect for 
holding a pistol under a shelf or along a bed frame. When 
cut in two, the individual magnets can be used to hold 
spare magazines or for rifles and shotguns leaned against 
the side of a safe. The magnets are more organized and 
secure than the traditional behind-a-door or in-the-corner 
storage methods.

U.S. OPTICS  is a California company that specializes in build-
ing custom scopes, much like noted gunsmiths build custom 
rifles. Many readers are familiar with the concept of custom 
rifles that allow the customer to specify everything from stock 
type to action to barrel length and caliber. More that a few 
readers might be surprised to learn that a scope manufac-
turer offers the same flexibility with magnified optics.

U.S. Optics is based in Brea, California, and builds  
variable- and fixed-power scopes. Their product line cov-
ers everything from a 1-4X variable to a 5-25X variable and 

À LA CARTE

Four styles of Handgun Hangers 
help organize pistols above or 
below a shelf. In addition to 
maximizing the use of limited 
space, each gun becomes easier 
to access. Multi-Mag gun mag-
nets are another clever solution.

includes a single fixed 10X model. What makes U.S. Optics 
special is the ability they give the customer to order fea-
tures à la carte when purchasing a scope. Of course, there 
are stocking dealers around the country if the customer 
chooses not to wait for a bespoke optic.

I had the opportunity to get my hands on a 3.2-17X 
to test for several months and came to appreciate the 
features it offered. One of my favorite U.S. Optics features 

ORIGINAL

MULTI-MAG GUN MAGNETS

BACK-OVER OVER-UNDER BACK-UNDER

RDP MIL RETICLE
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is the EREK elevation adjustment system. Unlike elevation 
turrets from most manufacturers, the EREK system is low 
profile and large diameter.

The low profile keeps the turret out of the way and 
the large diameter puts a lot of real estate between each 
elevation mark on the turret. I’ve found myself frequently 
double- and triple-checking some turrets to ensure I have 
the correct elevation dialed because the marks are small 
and close together. I never had to double-check the EREK. 
It is easily visible, even when looking through the scope.

The turret housing in the center of the scope is larger than 
normal because U.S. Optics uses knobs for windage, parallax 
adjustment and illumination. The modularity of the three 
knobs enables U.S. Optics to build exactly what the cus-
tomer seeks without including options that aren’t desired.

When ordering a U.S. Optics scope, the customer 
chooses from a series of drop-down menus on the right 

side of the webpage. For example, a 3.2-17X scope has 
options for scope color, elevation turret type, windage 
turret type and reticle lighting, to include color, reticle type 
and eyepiece housing.

Most scopes come with standard black anodizing, but 

The eyepiece of the LR-17 is smaller than on many other optics in 
this category, allowing this scope to be mounted significantly lower.

U.S. Optics’ #1 windage knob has 48 clicks within one revolution. 
Tenth-mil adjustments are marked. Full and half mils are numbered.  

The Turret Parallax Adjustment Locator system (TPAL) helps to 
achieve sharp image resolution through the magnification range.

they are available in five colors and all are Cerakoted. 
Cerakote is a ceramic coating that is incredibly hard and 
wear resistant.

The elevation and windage knobs are customizable. Ele-
vation turrets can be EREK or standard, and they come in 
mils and MOA. Windage turrets can be capped, exposed, 
standard or large diameter to offer more adjustment per 
revolution. Windage turrets will match elevation turrets in 
either mils or MOA.

Reticle options are illuminated or not. The illumination 
color and 14 reticle options covering everything from tra-

ditional mil-dots to the latest “Christmas tree” type reticles 
are offered. The number of reticle options might appear 
intimidating to some, but the freedom to create a scope 
perfectly suited to an individual’s needs is alluring to many.

Finally, U.S. Optics has an option to place a level in the 
bottom of the field of view as the shooter looks through the 
scope. Undoubtedly, many have seen levels hanging off the 
sides of scope maintubes and wondered if they ever get 
hung up on seatbelts, tree limbs and clothing. (They do.) 
For those committed to long-range shooting and who need 
a level, U.S. Optics now offers a way to have it inside the 
scope. If only more manufacturers had these options. 


