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Being part of a blended family with six children has certainly taught Peita Pina about food waste.

"We've only got two living with us now, but food management was a big issue when we were all under

the same roof," Pina tells 9Honey.

Food waste had always been a concern for the Aussie mum, who grew up with a "sustainably-minded"

family on acreage in Sydney's west. 

" We lived out in Kenthurst, its a beautiful area. Obviously this was 50 years ago when I was living there,

and we had a lot of animals and a vegetable patch," she says.

READ MORE: King Charles dumps plans to honour grandson Archie in speech

"We didn't have any food waste. Everything got used to the best of our ability.

"We didn't have any garbage collection, we were responsible for all our waste and there was

remarkably very little. There wasn't all the food packaging there was today. Our milk was delivered in

glass bottles.

"Having a grandmother who'd lived through the Great Depression, they got taught by their parents to

conserve and use what they had to the best of their ability, and then we watched Mum and Dad put

this into practice.

"Fast-forward to being a mother and seeing how much waste there is in this modern world of ours.

We've just got abundance at our fingertips. We're fortunate in this country.

"Now there are some people struggling with the cost of living, but we have been through an abundant

time and we've lost some of our 'waste warrior' instincts our parents and grandparents had."

READ MORE: Aldi worker questions common customer habit: 'Astounds me'

Her concern over food waste, and being sick of throwing out rotting fruit and vegetables, led Pina to

create a product called The Swag.

"I noticed they would turn so quickly. Having a vegetable garden, I knew how long vegetables could

last and I knew I was buying them reasonably fresh."

Pina took a closer look and noticed condensation in the plastic bags her fruit and vegetables were

stored in.

"They were sweating and losing valuable nutrients," she explains.

"With pre-packaged lettuce, you can see the condensation. It is suffocating. It's trying to breathe, and

when we trap them in air-tight containers without access to water and air they die quickly."

Fruit and vegetables are thrown out the most by Aussie households, along with bread and leftovers.

"Families can save up to $2,000 a year by reducing food waste," she explains. 

Pina recalls her mother wrapping herbs in a tea towel in the crisper, and when she asked about it, she

was told it was a habit she'd picked up from her own mother.

"I started doing it too and I'd get an extra day or two of freshness," she says.

"I started playing around with different materials and researching the best, most natural materials to

have up against food and it is raw cotton.

"This set me off on an adventure in an area I'd never worked in before. I decided I wanted to bring my

product to market.

READ MORE: Meghan wants to heal rift with royal family, friend explains

" The Swag has been scientifically proven to keep fruit and vegetables fresher in the fridge. Carrots can

last a month, broccoli can last two weeks and cauliflower can last up to two weeks.

"This gives families extra time to eat their produce when it has most of its nutritional value."

The Swag has now partnered with Australian charity SecondBite ahead of Stop Food Waste day on

April 26.

SecondBite launched in 2005. It was started by couple Ian and Simone Carson who, together with a

group of friends, would visit market stalls in Melbourne at the end of a day, collect surplus food, and

drop it to a local charity that ran a food program.

They have since expanded, forming a national partnership with Coles.

secondbiteorg
6,075 followers

View profile

23 likes

secondbiteorg

Recently our Queensland Agency Coordinator was fortunate to be in
Gladstone to help the local Salvation Army team celebrate Neighbour Day.

As the name suggests, Neighbour Day is devoted to building connections
and reducing loneliness within communities. 
SecondBite coordinates donations that are collected each weekday from
Coles and is part of the Salvos strategy for building connection. 

Case worker Hop says, “People will come for a free feed and a few bits
and pieces to get them through the week but sometimes they don’t
actually realise how tough things have gotten until they’ve grabbed a loaf
of bread or whatever and then suddenly they’re breaking down ... No
judgement if all you want is some food but over time you’ll get to know
that there’s other help here, when you’re ready.”

Since 2018 the SecondBite partnership with the Gladstone Salvos and
local Coles store has diverted more than 46,000 kgs of nutritious food
away from landfill, to locals in need. Nationally, our partnership with the
Salvos’ is soon to reach an incredible 8 MILLION KG of rescued and
redistributed food since partnering in 2005. 
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View more on Instagram

"I'm always looking to collaborate with partners who are like-mined and aligned with The Swag's

mission to reduce food waste. It's a win for the planet and a win for the people on the planet, and it

improves food security and reduces the pressure on land, water and biodiversity systems."

This year, Stop Food Waste Day aims to encourage Australians to reflect on how much food they are

wasting and be mindful of food consumption.

"Then we want Australians to take action around the amount of waste they are putting in bins each

evening," she adds.

The Swag is also selling a special SecondBite bundle with money from every bundle sold going

towards paying for meals for vulnerable Australians.
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Peita Pina says food management was a "big issue" in her household. (Supplied)

Fruit and vegetables are thrown out the most by Aussie households along with bread and leftovers. (Getty)

"Families can save up to $2,000 a year by reducing food waste," says Pina. (Getty Images/iStockphoto)

Pina created The Swag to help customers keep their fresh produce fresher for longer. (Good Thanks Media)
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