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Pura Life 

Pura Life 

Our Eco Mission

Introduction

We are Pura.

We put babies first, with anti-allergy, organic 
ingredients and sustainable, biodegradable 
materials. So you’re protecting their skin and 
protecting their future too.

We believe being eco-friendly is no longer a 
luxury, but a necessity. And that we should 
all be able to look after our planet, simply by 
looking after our families.

We’re here to empower everyone to protect 
the future of the planet today, with eco-
friendly products that are affordable and 
accessible for all.

For more information and our product range 
visit mypura.com

We believe in eco-friendly products for all
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Welcome to the 
first edition of 
Pura Life

This magazine is for all busy 
parents interested in making 
easy, eco-friendly changes that 
will collectively have a significant 
impact on our planet.

Find out how our impressive 
celebrity ambassadors, Ashley 
Banjo and Gemma Atkinson, are 
doing just that on pages 16 and 
28. In these exclusive interviews, 
they explain why they’ve made 
the switch to sustainable wipes, 
and why they are encouraging 
other parents to follow suit. 

Most children - my daughter 
included - find forests magical, 
and I love the idea that trees 
can offer a natural solution to 
lowering carbon emissions. Find 
out how your family can help 
by supporting our partners the 
Woodland Trust in the article In 
Trees We Trust on page 34.

Elsewhere in this issue, you can 
read the Pura story, the dirt on 
nappy recycling, and much, much 
more. Enjoy!

Editor

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Editor’s note

Pura Life Editor’s Note
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Our Story
Why we created Pura

Cheshire parents Guy and Abi Fennell explain 

why they launched Pura, their revolutionary, 

eco-friendly baby care brand. 
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Guy and his son, Ezra

What led you to create Pura? 

More and more of our friends were 
starting families, and baby wipes 
were everywhere! But on closer 
inspection, we found out that 
some contained hidden plastics. In 
fact, 90% of wipes currently sold 
in the UK contain plastic. This led 
us to look into other baby care 
disposables, such as nappies. When 
we learned that it takes up to 500 
years for a disposable nappy to 
fully decompose, we knew we had 
to do something to make a change 
– right away. 

How eco-aware were you 
before Pura? 

Like most people, we were aware 
that single-use plastic was causing 
a problem for the planet. We tried 

to recycle, and we took our own 
“bags for life” to the supermarket 
but we were gobsmacked to 
learn about plastic pollution from 
baby wipes! 

As a new parent, is it easy to 
be green? 

Caring for a baby is time consuming 
and difficult – especially when 
you’re sleep deprived! That’s why 
Pura products were designed to 
provide parents with an easy and 
affordable way to be eco-friendly. 
We get through a staggering 
number of baby wipes per year in 
the UK alone. By switching to our 
plastic-free wipes, parents can 
make a massive difference to the 
future of our planet, just by caring 
for their kids. 

Our Story

“We were gobsmacked to 
learn about plastic pollution 
from baby wipes!”

WHY WE CREATED PURA
Guy, Abi and Ezra’s story
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Has becoming parents changed 
the way you think as a consumer? 

All new parents want to create a legacy 
for their children and make choices they’d 
approve of. We also now know first-hand 
that quality is one area you can’t afford 
to compromise on! 

How is Pura different? 

There are lots of baby brands that are 
either great quality, great for the planet, 
or a great price - but we are the only one 
that can guarantee all three. 

What’s your biggest ambition for 
the brand? 

We genuinely want to create change. Pura 
is hoping to bring about a ban on plastic in 
baby wipes in the UK. In addition, through 
our unique partnership with Wales-based 
NappiCycle, we want to bring a complete, 
kerbside nappy recycling service to the 
whole of the UK so that every disposable 
nappy can be put to good use, instead 
of polluting the planet. It’s also our bold 
ambition to become completely carbon 
neutral. Watch this space! I don’t want to 
reveal too much...

Our Story

For more information and our product range 
visit mypura.com

Our Story



“This is not our world. It’s 
our children’s. Yet we’re 
damaging it with the very 
essentials we’re using to look 
after them.”

Guy, Abi and Ezra
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Gemma Atkinson
Being an imperfectly green parent

Actress and radio presenter Gemma Atkinson 

has a baby daughter, Mia, with her Strictly 

Come Dancing star partner Gorka Marquez. 

They have switched to Pura in a bid to live a 

more sustainable life. 

Pura Talks: Gemma Atkinson

Pura Talks
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Has being a mum changed you?

It’s funny because having Mia hasn’t 
necessarily changed me as a person. I 
think that’s the fear of mums-to-be, 
that they won’t ever be themselves 
again. But they will be! Mia has changed 
my outlook on life in terms of what’s 
important and what isn’t. She’s my 
main focus now and I’m aware my 
decisions will affect her. I want to 
be her role model and hopefully help 
mould her into a kind, caring, loving, 
hardworking little human.

Do you feel pressured to be the 
perfect parent?

Embracing imperfections, I think, 
is a must in life especially when it 
comes to parenting. I always think 
everything should be about progress 
not perfection. Some days, I remember 
to pack everything in Mia’s baby bag; I 
blow dry my hair, get things done, Mia 
behaves and then she sleeps through 
the night! Other days I have to skip my 
shower, Mia’s screaming and doesn’t 
want to get dressed, I forget the entire 
baby bag for our outing and I can’t 
find my car keys or phone! It’s those 
stressful-at-the-time moments that 
you’ll look back on and laugh about. My 
mum has told me some great stories 
about mishaps with me and my sister 
growing up and it makes me smile that 
I can now do the same.

Gemma with her daughter, Mia

BEING AN IMPERFECTLY GREEN PARENT 
with Gemma Atkinson

“Plastic in baby wipes hadn’t 
even crossed my mind!”

Pura Talks

Pura Talks: Gemma Atkinson



Why have you decided to start 
using Pura baby wipes?

Like many people, I was completely 
unaware of the amount of plastic in 
baby wipes and I was totally shocked 
when I found out! I’m a vegetarian, I 
use vegan beauty products, I recycle, 
and I’m mindful of the environment. 
But plastic in baby wipes hadn’t even 
crossed my mind! As soon as I was 
made aware of Pura, it was a no brainer 
to make the switch. It is thousands of 
people making individual, small changes 
with something as simple as baby wipes 
that make a big difference to the world. 
Power in numbers! 

What are you doing to be 
greener as a family? 

We always try our hardest to be green 
where possible. Obviously, none of us 
are perfect and one thing I’ve learned is 
you won’t ever please everyone. There 
will always be someone accusing you of 
not doing enough, that’s just life. One 
thing that really annoys me is people 
dropping litter. I can’t bear it! If ever I’m 
out walking my dogs, Norman and Ollie, 
and see litter, I have to pick it up and 
put it in the nearest bin. It’s laziness 
and Norman once cut his pad on a glass 
bottle top.

Can you share any easy eco tips 
with us? 

My first tip would be to invest in a 
reusable water bottle. We have three 
with our names on and it’s nice to 

“As soon as 
I was made 
aware of 
Pura, it was 
a no brainer 
to make 
the switch.”

have our own. Mia knows hers is the 
little pink one with the metal straw, 
which is very cute! I’d also suggest 
just taking the time to find out what’s 
in your products by reading the label 
and seeing for yourself. I’ve put many 
things back on the shelf after checking 
them and seeing things like “palm oil” 
included in the ingredients list. Know 
what companies you’re funding and 
pick those who genuinely have the 
planet, and its future, in mind - not just 
their own profit.

Find out more at mypura.com

11Pura Life Pura Talks

Pura Talks: Gemma Atkinson
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It’s hardly a dirty secret, but many 
parents are unaware that used, 
disposable nappies can be recycled. In 
South Wales, NappiCycle is blazing a 
trail with its complete nappy recycling 
scheme, transforming used nappies 
into altogether more useful items. 
Unfortunately, the service is only 
available in Wales at present, but by 
partnering with NappiCycle, Pura is 
hoping to change all that...

From Poop 
to Progress 

The dirt on nappy recycling

Pura Life From Poop to Progress
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The trouble with nappies

The UK throws away around 3 billion 
disposable nappies annually, and 400,000 
tonnes of disposable nappy waste ends 
up in landfill each year.

Many disposables contain absorbent 
polymers, polypropylene, adhesives, 
elastics and pulp, usually sourced from 
unsustainably logged forests. Once 
these dirty nappies are thrown out, they 
can last in landfill for up to 500 years, 
emitting greenhouse gases.

From poop to progress

What can be done with a disposable 
nappy? Well, lots actually. Historically, 
nappy recycling was deemed unattractive 

due to relatively high costs, and the small 
amount of usable material left at the 
end of the process. In 2009, Rob Poyer, 
NappiCycle founder, decided to find a 
solution to this. 

After some trial and error, he developed 
a process whereby the nappies are 
cleansed and plastics and cellulose 
fibres are separated for re-use. The 
recovered cellulose can be used in the 
manufacturing of packaging, along with 
notice boards for schools and offices, 
panelling, under laminate flooring and 
other insulation. The plastics are sent to 
secondary re-processers for recycling.

0% to landfill - taking the pi*s?

100% of the soiled nappies processed by 
NappiCycle are recycled, so absolutely 
nothing is sent to landfill; the company 
even re-utilises the urine extracted 
from the nappies! In the last year alone, 
NappiCycle diverted more than 8,000 
tonnes - the equivalent of 40 million 
nappies - from landfill in Wales.

What about the rest of the UK? 

Pura is aiming to make its 
disposable nappies the kindest for both 
babies bottoms and the planet. Made with 
soft organic cotton for baby’s comfort, 
Pura nappies use more renewable 
materials than leading brands and are 

produced with 100% green electricity and 
no production waste. 

“We have chosen to work with Pura to 
see how we can make nappies more 
sustainable in terms of their recyclability,” 
says NappiCycle’s Rob Poyer.

But the partnership doesn’t end there. 
To further protect the planet, it’s Pura’s 
ambition to eventually make nappy 
recycling the norm across the whole of 
the UK. 

With NappiCycle, Pura is already in 
discussions with one local authority in 
England about piloting the scheme.

Pura founder Guy Fennell comments: 
“We’re fortunate to be working with Rob 

From Poop to Progress

OUR ECO MISSION
with NappiCycle

Pura Life From Poop to Progress
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and NappiCycle. We both genuinely 
want to make change.” 

Pura has the bold ambition to ban 
plastic wipes in the UK, via lobbying, 
and aims to put a kerbside nappy 
recycling scheme in place in the UK.

“Rob and his team have done some 
truly amazing work in Wales,” 
continues Guy.

“Now we are working to convince 
a local authority in England to do a 
trial with NappiCycle and we hope to 
eventually roll this out to the whole 
of the UK. 

“NappiCycle is the only nappy 
operational recycling plant in the UK, 
it would be fantastic if we could build 
more to bring this service to more UK 
parents.” Watch this space.

Find out more at mypura.com
nappicycle.co.uk

“We want to put a kerbside nappy 
recycling scheme in place in the UK”

Pura Life From Poop to Progress

From Poop to Progress
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Ashley Banjo
Small steps to sustainability

Diversity dance troupe leader and Dancing 

on Ice judge Ashley Banjo is father to 

toddler Rose and baby Micah. He explains 

why he, and wife Francesca, are making 

small changes that they hope will have a 

big impact on the planet...

Pura Talks: Ashley Banjo

Pura Life Pura Talks
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Has becoming a parent made you more 
environmentally aware?

Becoming a parent has definitely made me more 
aware in general, particularly of the environment. 
Because, for the first time, I have to focus on 
the bigger picture rather than just the life and 
time I currently live in. I have really started to 
think about the part I play in the world that my 
children will live in now, and in the future, and 
how I can make choices to look after it better!

As a busy parent, is it sometimes a 
challenge to be eco-friendly? 

Of course! It’s a challenge because my entire life 
is set up in such a fast-paced way, I expect a 
lot of processes and products to be on tap and 
ready to go at a moment’s notice! As do many 
of us nowadays. But I’ve learned that making 
a lot of small changes, and actually sticking to 
them, helps you develop eco-friendly habits that, 
over time, accumulate and grow to make a much 
bigger difference.

Many parents don’t know that some 
wipes and nappies can harm the planet. 
Were you well informed? 

No, I definitely wasn’t well informed about how 
harmful some nappies and wipes can be! And I 
definitely wasn’t informed about just how many 
nappies and wipes we would get through as a 
family. But having two babies, just over a year 
apart, and thousands of nappy changes later... 
you soon realise that even one household’s 
habits can make a huge difference!

SMALL STEPS TO SUSTAINABILITY 
with Ashley Banjo

Pura Life Pura Talks

Ashley and his daughter, Rose

“For the first time, I have 
to focus on the bigger 
picture...”

Pura Talks: Ashley Banjo
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“I genuinely try to make 
small, positive changes 
that I can stick to”

Why did you switch to Pura? 

I genuinely try to make small, positive 
changes that I can stick to, because 
when you make enough of them, they 
can add up to make a big difference. 
When I found out about Pura wipes and 
nappies, it just felt like an easy choice 
to make. They give me everything we 
needed as a family; the convenience of 
using good quality nappies and wipes 
while making a positive choice for the 
environment – win, win! 

Are you doing anything else to 
be “greener” as a family? 

As a family, we try to be strict with 
our recycling and make sure we reduce 
single-use plastics, wherever we can, 
by re-using things. Another biggie in the 
Banjo household is trying not to waste 
food. That’s the big one I’m trying to 
solve with the babies at the moment! 
We’re trying to reduce our consumption 
and our carbon footprint, generally, and 
just be more efficient. But Rosie LOVES 
to share her dinner with the kitchen 
tiles on a regular basis, so bear with me 
on that one! It’s a work in progress.

Can you share any easy eco tips 
with our readers? 

Well I’m no expert! But here’s a few 
quick and easy ones that we live by in 
our house:

 • Use reusable water bottles instead 
of single-use plastics.

 • Become a recycling ninja... Separate 
different types of waste and get to 
know what goes where.

 • Make sure everything not in use is 
actually turned off so you’re not 
using unnecessary electricity.

These are so simple, and seem so 
obvious, but I genuinely think it’s all of 
these little changes that can help make 
a difference!

Watch Snuggle Up for Story-Time with Ashley 
on the pura blog at mypura.com

Pura Life Pura Talks

Pura Talks: Ashley Banjo
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In Trees We Trust

Our Eco Mission

Global warming is a huge and complex issue, 
but if everyone made small, simple changes, 
the impact on the planet could be massive. 
You may have heard of people planting trees 
to offset their baby’s carbon footprint, but 
did you realise just how important trees 
can be in the fight against global warming? 
According to the Woodland Trust, trees are 
the “ultimate carbon capture and storage 
machines”, absorbing atmospheric carbon 
and storing it for centuries in their living 
tissues and the soil. 

In 
Trees 
We 
Trust

How trees fight climate change
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Photo by: Michael Heffernan/WTML

Branching Out

Trees aren’t just fun to climb. A young 
woodland, with mixed native species, 
can lock up 400 tonnes of carbon per 
hectare over a period of 100 years. 
If we planted more native trees, we 
could also encourage woodland that 
is genetically diverse and resilient 
against pests, diseases and the effects 
of climate change. 

The problem is that, currently, the UK 
is one of the least wooded countries 
in Europe. To truly fight climate 
change, alongside major emissions 
reduction, we’d need to increase the 
UK’s woodland cover from 13% to 
19%, according to The Independent 
Committee on Climate Change. 

This would amount to 1.5 million 
hectares of woodland, roughly the size 
of Yorkshire. Though this sounds a tad 
ambitious, the Woodland Trust says 
it would be feasible - if more people 
were to actively get behind its plans. 

Family tree 

Answering the call, Pura is currently 
the only baby brand to partner with 
the Woodland Trust and plans to 

Trees 
are the 
“ultimate 
carbon 
capture and 
storage 
machines”

In Trees We Trust

IN TREES WE TRUST
with the Woodland Trust

fund the planting of as many trees as 
possbile in the next three years.

Pura is also “dedicating” around 1,000 
trees in 2020 to offer protection 
to older trees which are fantastic 
at capturing carbon, but are still 
being destroyed to make way for 
development in the UK.

We will be offering Pura subscribers 
the opportunity to dedicate a tree in 
their baby’s name. Help us put down 
some roots! 

For full details, visit mypura.com



Educate your children on the problem of fatbergs 
from an early age. Lily and The Wipe Monster, inspired 
by our founder’s niece, is a picture book created and 
funded by Pura. It tells the story of Lily: a smart, 
caring girl who finds out her family has been flushing 
plastic wipes down the loo for years and embarks on 
a mission to make things right - with a little help from 
a very large and stinky new friend. It’s a fun way to get 
the message across to children.

What Lies Beneath
The monster lurking beneath our streets

20 Pura Life What Lies Beneath

What Lies Beneath



What Lies Beneath

Mirroring the ghoulish plot of a subterranean 

horror film, a gruesome discovery was 

found lurking in UK sewers in 2017. A 

monstrous mass of human waste, fat, wet 

wipes and other non-flushable items – a 

fatberg – was blocking the sewage system 

near Whitechapel in London...

This was not the first fatberg - but definitely 
the heftiest. Weighing the equivalent of 
11 London buses, “Fatty McFatberg”, as it 
was quickly christened, took several weeks 
and much manpower to shift. “Fatty” and 
other fatbergs grow plump from a diet 
of unflushable items that are frequently 
tossed down the loo.

The sewage system is designed for toilet 
paper, water, poop, and not much else. It 
is being clogged up with sanitary products, 
condoms, cotton wool and - one of the 
main culprits - baby wipes. 

Unlike toilet paper, which disintegrates in 
a day or so, 90% of baby wipes contain 
polluting plastic. This means wipes can 
remain intact for years, bunging up sewers 
when flushed. 

More than just a grotesque spectacle, 
fatbergs can break a sewage system and 
potentially cause severe disruption.

21Pura Life What Lies Beneath
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But what’s that 
got to do with 
being a parent?

What can I do?

You don’t have to ditch baby wipes! 
Avoid flushing them by remembering 
Thames Water’s motto – flush only the 
3Ps; pee, paper and poo. Or purchase 
flushable versions of baby wipes. 

In 2019, Water UK launched strict 
universal standards for flushables. 
Any wipes that bear the Fine to Flush 
symbol, like the range offered by Pura, 
are 100% safe to flush. So you can 
rest assured that they are fine to pop 
down the toilet after you have cleaned 
your baby.

Wipes that are simply labelled 
“flushable” don’t confirm to Water 
UK’s standards and could still be 
harmful to sewers.

WHAT LIES BENEATH
What can I do to help?

Pura Life What Lies Beneath

More to the story?

Away from the bathroom, don’t whizz 
oils and other cooking fats down the 
sink. It’s much better to let them 
solidify and then throw congealed fat 
in the rubbish bin.

Receive ‘Lily and The Wipe Monster’ for free 
when you buy a Pura baby wipes subscription. 
For more information visit: mypura.com.
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What Lies Beneath

Pura Life What Lies Beneath
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Complete with comfy feeding chairs, 

complimentary baby products and cosy change 

areas, Pura’s mega double decker bus is gearing 

up to tour the UK. 

Driving 
Change

The Pura bus is coming soon 
to a venue near you!

Driving Change



25Pura Life Driving Change

As soon as Covid 19 restrictions allow, 
the bus will provide a tranquil space for 
families to rest, feed and change their 
little ones while learning more about our 
eco-friendly baby brand. 

But the bus is much more than a vehicle 
for promoting products, as Charlie Bendall, 
Pura’s head of partnerships and roadshow 
manager, explains: “We could have simply 
created an eye-catching bus to hand out 
samples from,” she comments, “but we 
wanted to go further and bring the whole 
Pura story to parents.” 

At each stop, staff will be on hand to chat 
about Pura’s journey to date. Entertaining 
videos will explain how the Pura founders 
were inspired to launch a line of affordable, 
planet-friendly, wipes and nappies after 
learning about pollution from plastic in 
most existing brands. 

“We don’t want people to have information 
forced on them,” says Bendall. “Visitors can 
come and use the Pura bus to just relax 
and get some free samples if they want. 

“But many parents don’t realise that there 
is plastic in most baby wipes and are 
unaware of how they are unintentionally 
contributing to the problem of pollution.” 
Bendall believes that parents can make a 
huge difference. 

“Once they are armed with the information, 
individuals can then make their own minds 
up, and hopefully we can help people make 
some positive changes,” she adds. 

“The UK uses 11 billion wet wipes per year, 
90% of which contain plastic. Simply by 
switching to plastic-free, biodegradable 
baby wipes like Pura offers, parents could 
make a massive difference to the future of 
our planet,” adds Bendall. 

The bus has been constructed to create 
a restful vibe, with relaxing music played 
throughout. In keeping with the brand’s 
ethos, it was designed using recyclable 
plastic, wood and other natural materials.

“As a brand, we are striving to be as 
sustainable as possible in everything we 
do,” says Bendall. “Even the toys we’ve 

sourced, for play on the bus, are ethical 
and eco-friendly.” Though the Covid 19 
pandemic put the brakes on plans to start 
the Pura bus tour in May 2020, we hope it 
will soon be full speed ahead. See you at 
our next stop!

A moment of calm 

DRIVING CHANGE -
The Pura Bus

Driving Change

To track the bus’s progress visit, mypura.com
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5 minutes with...

As a family, why did you choose 
to become involved in the Pura 
advertising campaign?

Willow has Down’s Syndrome and we 
wanted to help make the condition 
more visible and socially acceptable. 
I used to work for a company that is 
one of the most ethical in the world, so 
I am extremely keen to use products 
that are eco-friendly. 

What baby wipes did you use 
before hearing about Pura, and 
did you know what they were 
made from?

We used a supermarket brand. I 
wasn’t sure what they were made of! I 
didn’t know what percentage of wipes 
contained plastic before I got involved 
with Pura. I guessed it was about 60%.

How did you feel when you heard 
that 90% of wipes contain plastic, 
meaning that they can take more 
than 100 years to biodegrade?

It didn’t make me feel great! With 
a baby, you use a massive number 
of wipes in a day, let alone in a year. 
That’s a lot of plastic going straight in 
the bin. I also don’t feel happy about 
companies that knowingly put plastic 
in their products and don’t clearly 
inform the consumer. That’s why I 
decided that, moving forward, I would 
only use eco-friendly baby wipes. 

How important is it that brands 
exist which offer affordable, eco-
friendly options to parents? 

It’s really important. Without companies 

like Pura, millions of people will continue 

to use wipes with plastic in them. Without 

exposure for affordable and ethical 

alternatives, we would all be oblivious 

to the issue and continue to use products 

that are harming the planet. 

5 minutes with...

Dan Welbourn, daddy to baby Willow, one of the stars of Pura’s ad 
campaign, explains why he wanted her to help spread Pura’s eco message. 

Dan Welbourn 
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