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Lyle S. Hallman Foundation invests $3 Million in the health and wellbeing of frontline staff at
local hospitals.

Waterloo Region, Ontario – Thursday, Oct 14, 2021 | Hospitals in Waterloo Region are getting a
much-needed investment in the health and wellbeing of their teams as the Lyle S. Hallman Foundation, a
pillar of support in our community, reaches deep to support frontline workers. Through its healthcare
funding stream, the Hallman Foundation has always been an important partner to local community
hospitals. This latest investment comes at an integral time, focusing on an area underserviced by
traditional funding sources.

"We heard loud and clear from all three hospitals that there was a major concern for staff wellbeing. In
light of this and the exceptional demands on the healthcare system at the moment, we want to get funds
to our local hospitals to try and help. I'm sure I echo many in our community when I say that our
thoughts are with those working in healthcare right now." Laura Manning, Executive Director, Lyle S.
Hallman Foundation

"Indeed throughout our history, but especially over the last year, we've seen the community working to
celebrate and support our frontline workers," explains Ron Gagnon, CEO of Grand River Hospital. "We saw
the purchase of hot meals, personal notes, and incredible public displays of support. However, the funds
granted from the Hallman Foundation will allow our Hospitals to go a step further; to invest deeply in the
people that care for our community; our health care workers."

After months of battling COVID-19, the timing of this gift could not be better. Funding will support the
implementation and advancements of wellness and wellbeing initiatives at each of the Region's three
hospitals, including hiring dedicated resources to manage the program. Virtual and real-time mental
health supports are also at the top of the funding list. In addition, providing wellness spaces for staff
breaks both inside and around the hospitals is a priority. The investment will provide a devoted funding
source to help reach as many staff and physicians as possible. 

"We are committed to trying to make things better for healthcare workers. This means dedicating time
and resources to support them. Funding from the Lyle Hallman Foundation will allow us to find new ways
of supporting and engaging our teams through a variety of opportunities we encourage all our staff to
utilize." Patrick Gaskin, CEO of Cambridge Memorial Hospital. 

In addition to launching a long-term strategy for support, the investment is an important partnership for
healthcare in our Region. Focusing on ensuring healthcare workers get the help they need after a
physically and emotionally exhausting time. 

This is welcomed good news for Senior Leadership at Cambridge Memorial Hospital, Grand River Hospital,
and St. Mary's General Hospital, as they grapple with supporting the physical and mental needs of a
depleted workforce. Leaders are all too aware of the toll the pandemic has taken on their teams. An
investment in the wellbeing of this workforce builds a stronger healthcare system for the community.

"We can't thank the Lyle S. Hallman Foundation enough for their innovative thinking to support this kind
of initiative. Their investment is timely and important. By supporting all three hospitals, they've
recognized the clear need in our Region for our teams." Lee Fairclough, President, St. Mary's Hospital.
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About Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
The Lyle S. Hallman Foundation provides grants to charitable organizations in Waterloo Region that
support health, education and children's initiatives. We invest so that children grow up loved and resilient
with families that are strong, neighbourhoods that are connected, institutions that are healthy and
systems that are creative and dynamic. Since it was created in 2003, the Foundation has contributed more
than $80 million to the social sector in Waterloo Region. For more information, please visit
www.lshallmanfdn.org [lshallmanfdn.org].

Contact:
Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
Laura Manning,
Executive Director
(519) 579-7351 x110 |LManning@lshallmanfdn.org

About Cambridge Memorial Hospital
Cambridge Memorial Hospital is an acute care hospital offering a full complement of services including
surgery, maternity, laboratory, diagnostics and emergency. It employs over 1,100 dedicated and skilled
health care professionals, technicians and staff, 280 physicians and 400 volunteers providing exceptional
care to the residents of Cambridge, the township of North Dumfries and the Region of Waterloo. For more
information, visit www.cmh.org [cmh.org].

About Cambridge Memorial Hospital Foundation
Cambridge Memorial Hospital Foundation is a registered charitable organization and the fundraising
partner of Cambridge Memorial Hospital.  Our job at the Foundation is to inspire our community and help
provide the very best in healthcare for our families, friends and neighbours. Community dollars fund 100%
of the equipment in our Hospital and in the coming years, the demands for the latest technology and
equipment will continue to grow.  Raising funds for our Hospital is our mandate and our passion.

Contact:
Cambridge Memorial Hospital
Foundation
Lisa Short
Executive Director
(519) 740-4966 | lshort@cmh.org

Cambridge Memorial Hospital
Stephan Beckhoff, MA
Manager, Public Affairs & Communications
(519) 654-8334 | sbeckhoff@cmh.org

About Grand River Hospital
Grand River Hospital [grhosp.on.ca] (GRH) is one of Ontario's largest community hospitals with 665 beds
and provides innovative, quality care to more than 840,000 residents of Waterloo Region and Guelph
Wellington.
GRH is a leading health care organization, offering cancer and renal (kidney) services; care for the most
seriously ill and injured adults; services for mothers, newborns and children; emergency care; mental
health and addictions; and care for older adults including rehabilitation. The Hospital is privileged to be a
key partner in health sciences learning and has a rapidly growing role in teaching and research.
GRH patients benefit from the services of 3,700 staff members; almost 700 physicians, midwives and
dentists; and 1,000 volunteers at the Kitchener-Waterloo and Freeport campuses as well as satellite
locations in Waterloo Region and Guelph-Wellington.
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About Grand River Hospital Foundation
At the core of every world class community are people who care – people who care about the work they
do, the community they live in and the chance to make a difference.  At Grand River Hospital Foundation
[grhf.ca] we share that passion and dedicate ourselves to our great community by working in partnership
with people from all walks of life to make every health care experience exceptional.
Everyone in Waterloo Region will come through the doors of Grand River Hospital at some point in time.
We're the largest and most comprehensive community hospital in our Region – the hub for cancer
treatment, childbirth, pediatrics and neonatal intensive care, mental health, clinical research, kidney and
dialysis treatments, stroke, emergencies and critical care.  The kind of Hospital we need close to home
when it matters most - the kind where care never stops.

Contact:
Grand River Hospital Foundation
Paul McIntyre Royston
President & CEO
(519) 504-4535 | pmr@grhf.ca

Grand River Hospital
Cheryl Evans
Manager, Communications & Engagement
(226) 749-0689 |
cheryl.evans@grhosp.on.ca

About St. Mary's General Hospital
St. Mary's General Hospital, in Kitchener, Ontario, is the second-largest acute care hospital in the St.
Joseph's Health System and one of Canada's top Regional Cardiac Care Centres. Nearly 2,000 staff,
physicians, and volunteers provide innovative, compassionate care to approximately one million residents
of Waterloo-Wellington and beyond. Key areas of clinical focus include cardiac care, respiratory care,
thoracic surgery, outpatient day surgery, general medicine, and emergency care. For more information,
visit www.smgh.ca [smgh.ca].

About St. Mary's General Hospital Foundation
St. Mary's General Hospital Foundation is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to enhancing patient care
at St. Mary's General Hospital.  The Ontario government does not provide funding for the purchase of new
or replacement medical equipment.  St. Mary's General Hospital relies upon the Foundation to fill that
funding gap by engaging the community to invest in the Hospital's mission of hope and healing. Together
we ensure St. Mary's is prepared and equipped to provide the best possible care when it's needed.
Inspired by the selflessness of St. Mary's donors and medical staff, we strive to deliver maximum financial
impact for both the Hospital and its supporters. For more information, please visit www.supportstmarys.ca
[supportstmarys.ca].

Contact:
St. Mary's General Hospital
Foundation
Susan Dusick
President & CEO
(519) 591-5872 |
sdusick@supportstmarys.ca

St. Mary's General Hospital
Dayna Giorgio
Manager, Communications
(519) 895-6540 | dgiorgio@smgh.ca

http://www.supportstmarys.ca
mailto:sdusick@supportstmarys.ca

