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Brixy is a network of independently 
owned and operated baby stores. 
This means you’ll experience the curated product 
selection, broad variety of services, and support of 
a locally-based team of experts through every step 
of your journey into parenthood. You’ll also have the 
peace of mind that the products you have selected for 
your growing family are those that we have and would 
choose for our own families.

See it. Touch it. Love it. 
Stop in to your local Brixy retailer for the quality, exper-
tise, and experience that your family deserves! After 
all, Brixy is a family of stores that are owned by families 
who exist to serve families. It’s all about family! We 
hope that you’ll be a part of the Brixy family, too!

Local. Trusted. Experts.™
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The best car seat is the one that…

Is easy to use for 
parents/caregivers. 

Fits your 
vehicle.

Fits your 
child 

Is easy to install 
properly and securely.

Can be used 
correctly each 
and every time.
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Selecting the Right Car Seat

Here are some basic guidelines to ensure you choose the best car seat for your family:

Always select a car seat based on your 
child’s weight, height, maturity and any 
developmental needs. 

Never purchase a used car seat. 

Always refer 
to car seat 
instructions 
and vehicle 
manufacturer’s 
owner’s manual 
for correct use of 
your car seat with 
your vehicle. 

Never 
purchase or 
use a seat 
that is too 
old. Every 
car seat has 
an expiration 
date.

Always register 
your car seat to 
stay updated in 
the event of a 
recall.



6 | brixy.com/store-locator

Babies typically outgrow infant 
car seats by between 6 and 12 
months of age depending on 
the car seat.

Infant car seats 
should only be used 
rear-facing.

Infant Car Seats
Infant car seats 
generally fit children 
weighing between 
5-35 lbs. and higher. 
Weight limit usually 
doesn’t exceed 
40 lbs., but be sure 
to check the labels 
and owner’s manual 
for your specific car 
seat. 

Once your baby reaches 
maximum height, weight or any 
other fitment requirements, he 
or she will move to a convertible 
car seat.

PRO TIP PRO TIP
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PRO TIP PRO TIP

Convertible Car Seats

Convertible car seats 
can be rear-facing or 

forward-facing.

You should keep 
your child rear-
facing as long as 
possible, until he 
or she exceeds 

the height, weight or any 
other fitment requirements 
for their car seat.

Once your child outgrows 
their convertible, he or she 
could move to a harness-2-
booster (combination) or belt-
positioning booster seat. 

Many convertible car seats 
accommodate children 
rear-facing until 40lbs. and 
forward-facing until 65 lbs. or 
more. Check the labels and 
user guide for your car seat.

Consider your child’s ability 
to sit upright with the vehicle 
seat belt properly positioned 
each and every ride when 
deciding to move to a belt-
positioning booster. They 
may not be ready.

NHTSA recommends keeping children rear-facing 
as long as possible. Check the labels and owner’s 
manual for your car seat. 
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All-in-one car seats covert 
from rear-facing mode to 
forward-facing mode, and 
eventually to belt-positing 
booster mode.

PRO TIP PRO TIP

All-In-One Car Seats

All-In-One car seats 
can be rear-facing or 

forward-facing.

You should keep 
your child rear-
facing as long as 
possible, until he 
or she exceeds 

the height, weight or any 
other fitment requirements 
for their car seat.

Many all-in-one seats have 
a lifespan of about 10 years, 
and fit children from 5 - 
120lbs. Be sure to check the 
labels and user guide for your 
specific car seat.

NHTSA recommends keeping 
children rear-facing as long 
as possible. Check the labels 
and owner’s manual for your 
car seat.
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Harness-2-Boosters (Combination)

Have a higher weight 
harness and then 
can convert to a belt-
positioning booster.

Are often a great 
choice for children 
not ready to sit in 
a belt-positioning 
booster seat yet.

Harness-2-booster 
seats are used 
forward-facing only.
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Boosters 
use lap and 
shoulder 
belts to 
secure the 
child. 

Booster seats 
are always used 
forward-facing.

Belt-Positioning Booster Seats 
Booster seats 
are generally 
designed to fit 
children who are 
at least 4 years 
old, weigh at least 
40 lbs. and are 
mature enough.

Once your child reaches 
maximum size requirements, he 
or she will move to a seat belt, 
but should still sit in the back 
seat for maximum safety. 

at least 4 
years/40 lbs

All-in-one seats are designed 
to transition from a rear-facing 
seat to a forward-facing seat 
(with a harness and tether) and 
finally to a booster seat.

PRO TIP PRO TIP
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The lap portion of the vehicle seat belt lays low on their hips. 

Their knees bend at the edge of the vehicle seat and their feet touch the floor.

The shoulder belt crosses at the mid-point of their chest.

On average, children do not fit properly in a vehicle seat belt without a booster 
until somewhere between the ages of 8 and 12, depending on physical stature.  

Vehicle Seat Belt

Children can ride safely using a vehicle seat belt when:

Children should 
ride in a booster 
seat until they can 
fit in a vehicle seat 
belt correctly. 

PRO TIP PRO TIP
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Safety starts with 
correction installation.
Here’s what you should know 
to install your child’s car seat 
securely:

Car Seat Installation

Read the manufacturer’s 
instructions to determine the 
proper angle for your child’s 
rear-facing car seat. Recline is 
especially important for a smaller child 
without head and neck control to maintain 
an open airway.

PRO TIP PRO TIP

Make sure the car’s seat belt or LATCH 
is routed through the correct belt path, 
and secured as instructed in the user 
guide for your specific car seat.

The use of the tether is always 
recommended and can be used 
when a forward-facing car seat 
is installed with the vehicle seat 
belt. Check with the car seat user guide 
and vehicle owner’s manual for specified 
tether anchors and weight limitations.

When installed, a car seat should 
not move more than 1” left to 
right and front to back at the belt 
path. 

Car seats can 
be installed 
using either the 
Lower Anchors 
and Tether for 
Children (LATCH) 
or the vehicle 
seat belt and 
tether. 
Refer to the labels 

and user guide of your car seat to 
determine the maximum weight for 
LATCH. 
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PRO TIP PRO TIP

For more detailed information, you can generally find 
installation videos on the car seat manufacturer’s website. 

Locate a Car Seat Check-up Event and/or a Nationally 
Certificed Child Passenger Safety Technician by visiting: 
Safercar.gov and Safekids.org.

For more information about car safety, visit: 
healthychildren.org

Visit brixy.com to find the car seat that suits your child.

Securing Your Child A snug harness holds your child 
securely in the car seat. When 
the harness is tight enough 
around your child, you should 
not be able to vertically pinch 
an inch of webbing at the child’s 
collar bone. 

The chest clip or retainer clip 
should be positioned at the 
child’s armpit level to keep 
the harness at the appropriate 
position. 

For rear-facing 
seats, the harness 

should be at or 
slightly below your 

child’s shoulder. 

For forward-facing 
seats, the harness 
should be at or 
slightly above your 
child’s shoulder. 
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Rear-facing  
1. A child should ride rear-facing as long 
as possible – until he or she exceeds the 
maximum height, weight or any other 
fitment requirements for their car seat.

2. Make sure the top of your child’s head 
is no closer than one inch to the top of the 
shell or reference point directed by the car 
seat instructions.

3. Keep your child’s harness secure, 
straight and flat—positioned at or slightly 
below the shoulders. 

4. Keep the chest clip level with his or her 
armpits.
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Forward-facing 
1. A child should remain in the 5-point 
harness of their forward-facing car seat 
until he or she exceeds the maximum 
height, weight or any other fitment 
requirements for their car seat.

2. Make sure the mid-point of the back of 
your child’s head is not above the top of 
the shell or reference point directed by the 
car seat instructions.

3. Thread harness straps through the 
correct slots at or slightly above your 
child’s shoulders. 

4. Fasten the chest clip at the middle of 
your child’s chest, level with his or her 
armpits.

5. Be sure the harness straps are secure, 
straight and flat. 
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Finding the Perfect 
Location

The center of the rear vehicle 
seat is considered the safest 
location to install a car seat, 
as it is furthest from side 
impact crashes. 

The shape and width of the 
center seating position does 
not always allow a proper 
installation to be achieved. 

A car seat correctly installed 
in an outboard seating 
position is safer than an 
incorrectly installed car seat 
in the center.

Car seats cannot be used 
safely in side-facing pickup 
truck jump seats. 

Cars with deep bucket seats 
can make it di�cult or even 
impossible to install a child 
safety seat in the correct 
position.

If you regularly parallel park, 
you’ll want to take baby 
out on the curb side of the 
road and not the street side, 
so your car seat should be 
installed accordingly. 
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DOs and DON’Ts of Child Passenger Safety

Don’t let your child ride up front, 
even when he or she is old enough to 
use a seat belt.  

Don’t allow your child to play with 
hard toys that can easily become 
projectiles during a crash or hard 
stop.

Don’t hold a child in your lap in a 
moving car. 

Don’t use a car seat that is too big 
for your child. 

Don’t use a belt-positioning booster 
with a lap belt only.

Don’t put a rear-facing car seat 
in front of an active airbag (front 
passenger seating position).

Do read 
manufacturer’s 
instructions to 
determine correct 
angle for your 
child’s infant seat.

Do remove bulky coats and clothing 
before placing your child in the seat.

Do register all your 
child safety products to 
stay updated on recalls 
or important safety 
information. 

Do visit a car 
seat safety 
check to be 
sure you know 
how to install 
your child’s car 
seat securely 
and easily.

Do have every passenger properly 
buckled up before the car moves.
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Flying with Children

PRO TIP PRO TIP

Find more info about flying with children at: www.faa.gov

By bringing your own car seat, you don’t have to worry about renting 
a car seat form a car rental agency. (This ensures you know the 
condition of the car seat and how to properly use it.)

Check with the specific 
airline on which you are 
traveling to see if they 
o�er discounts or special 
accommodations for 
children under the age of 2.

While the FAA allows 
children under the age 
of 2 to be held on an 
adult’s lap, turbulence 
can occur at any 
time. The safest place 
for them is in their 
car seat secured in 
their own seat on the 
airplane.

Make sure your car 
seat is approved 
for use on an 
aircraft.
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As the leader in child safety, 

we are passionate about 

designing, building and 

testing our car seats beyond 

standards, so that they 

always live up to yours.

We’re so proud you’ve 
decided to bring us 
along on your journey.



This publication is not intended to be, and is not medical, safety, tax or investment advice. It is only a general overview of the subject presented.
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