
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Spanish Springs
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 2.1 miles

Closest Township: Pismo Beach
Soils/Geology: sandy loam over white marine shale

Clone: 2A, 667

TECHNICAL DATA

Harvest Date: 8/28/15 & 8/31/15
Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.65
TA: 6.1g/L

Maturation: 11 months in 35% new French oak

2015 Pinot Noir
San Luis Obispo County - Spanish Springs Vineyard 

2015 delivered a fantastic season, following up the spectacular 2013 and 2014 
vintages. Rainfall was dismally low (again), reaching only about 50% of normal and 
getting the vines off to a rather slow start. But we were blessed with a miraculous 3" 
of rainfall in July, which brought some much-needed relief to the vines and eleveated 
a potentially difficult vintage to an excellent one. We started very early on August 12, 
and finished our last pick quickly on September 4th, about 3-4 weeks earlier than 
normal. Yields were very low due to the ongoing drought and some shatter, leading to 
great concentration in the wines. What we see in 2015 is similar characteristics to 
2014, beautiful concentration and deliniation of flavors, along with great balance.

Spanish Springs was picked a surprising 4 weeks early in 2015, due to low yields and 
a warm spring. Like all of our fruit, it was was sorted 3 times prior to a gentle 
destemming into very small open top fermentors, where it underwent a cool 
fermentation with native yeasts and about 20% stem inclusion. After 4 weeks on 
skins the wine was gently pressed into 35% new French oak barrels, where it 
underwent a 11-month elevage without racking. Richer this year thanks to the 
addition of fruit from a new block planted to clone 667, it opens with black cherry 
and spicy cranberry notes along with hibiscus flower and toasted oak notes. Round, 
rich and focused, it beams with bright acidity amidst a profile of candied strawberry, 
red cherries, spicy peppercorn, and cedar. Full midpalate, it finishes long and 
persistent, with subtle oak tones filling in the background.

Production: 74 cases
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