
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Riven Rock
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 6.0 miles

Closest Township: Cambria
Soils/Geology: loam and clay over shale

Clones: 667, 115, Pommard, 828

TECHNICAL DATA

Harvest Date: 8/12/15 & 8/19/15
Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.77
TA: 5.6g/L

Maturation: 11 months in 15% new French oak

2015 Pinot Noir
San Luis Obispo County - Riven Rock Vineyard 

2015 delivered a fantastic season, following up the spectacular 2013 and 2014 
vintages. Rainfall was dismally low (again), reaching only about 50% of normal and 
getting the vines off to a rather slow start. But we were blessed with a miraculous 3" 
of rainfall in July, which brought some much-needed relief to the vines and eleveated 
a potentially difficult vintage to an excellent one. We started very early on August 12, 
and finished our last pick quickly on September 4th, about 3-4 weeks earlier than 
normal. Yields were very low due to the ongoing drought and some shatter, leading to 
great concentration in the wines. What we see in 2015 is similar characteristics to 
2014, beautiful concentration and deliniation of flavors, along with great balance.

Riven Rock is a steep, remote site east of the town of Cambria, tucked within the 
Santa Lucia Mountain Range. From the top block of the vineyard you can just barely 
catch a glimpse of the ocean, yet you feel its presence each afternoon as the cool 
winds blow in. The fruit was sorted 3 times prior to a gentle destemming into small 
open top fermentors, where it underwent a cool fermentation with native yeasts and 
25% stem inclusion. After roughly 3 weeks on skins the wine was gently pressed and 
put to 100% French oak barrels, only 10% new, for 11 months. Always the darkest of 
our Pinot Noirs, Riven Rock opens shyly at first, but gains intensity with air to reveal 
black cherry, Santa Rosa plum, warm leather, and Shitake mushroom notes. On the 
palate, it features a powerful entry that builds into a rich mid-palate, showcasing a 
ripe profile of dark black fruits, cola, chocolate, and spice. Long on the finish and still 
youthfully tannic, it beckons to have a few years in the cellar to truly blossom.

Production: 75 cases
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