
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Riven Rock
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 6.0 miles

Closest Township: Cambria
Soils/Geology: loam and clay over shale

Clones: 667, 115, Pommard, 828

TECHNICAL DATA

Harvest Date: 8/23 - 8/29/14
Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.73
TA: 5.6g/L

Maturation: 11 months in 35% new French oak

2014 Pinot Noir
San Luis Obispo County - Riven Rock Vineyard 

2014 was a surprisingly early vintage, but one that brought beautifully warm, dry 
conditions that made for an otherwise easy year in our notoriously difficult coastal 
vineyards. Spring was a touch less windy than normal, while the summer months saw 
less coastal fog as well. However, yields were typically low, compounded by the 3rd 
consecutive year of drought. The abundant sunshine we saw contributed to excellent 
body and concentration in the wines, as well as incredible aromatics. Harvest dates 
were on average 2 weeks earlier than the 2013 vintage, which all in all meant about 
one month sooner than normal. Yields at Riven Rock were under 2 tons/acre. 

Riven Rock is a steep, remote site east of the town of Cambria, tucked within the 
Santa Lucia Mountain Range. From the top block of the vineyard you can just catch a 
glimpse of the ocean, yet you feel its presence each afternoon as the cool winds blow 
in. The fruit was sorted 3 times prior to a gentle destemming into small open top 
fermentors, where it underwent a cool fermentation with native yeasts and 20% stem 
inclusion. After roughly 3 weeks on skins the wine was gently pressed and put to 
100% French oak barrels, 35% new where it underwent a 11 month elevage without 
racking. Deep, dark and rich, Riven Rock always seems to be very closed at first, but 
with air opens up to showcase blackberry, red and black cherry, olive brine, coffee, 
and cardamom. The palate is juicy, loaded with fresh berry notes framed against 
white pepper, spice, along with toasty oak and bitter chocolate notes. Very 
structured and complete, it should age gracefully for many years.

Production: 77 cases
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