
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Spanish Springs
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 2.1 miles

Closest Beach Town: Pismo Beach
Soils/Geology: Fine sandy loam over sandstone and cobble

TECHNICAL DATA
Harvest Date: 9/3/13

Alcohol: 14.0%
pH: 3.29

TA: 7.2g/L
Malolactic Fermentation: No

Maturation: 6 months in neutral French oak

2014 Pinot Gris
San Luis Obispo County - Spanish Springs Vineyard

2014 was a surprisingly early vintage, but one that brought beautifully warm, dry 
conditions that made for an otherwise easy year in our notoriously difficult coastal 
vineyards. Spring was a touch less windy than normal, while the summer months saw 
less coastal fog as well. However, yields were typically low, compounded by the 3rd 
consecutive year of drought. The abundant sunshine we saw contributed to excellent 
body and concentration in the wines, as well as incredible aromatics. Harvest dates 
were on average 2 weeks earlier than the 2013 vintage, which all in all meant about 
one month sooner than normal. Our small hillside block of Pinot Gris produced just 
under 2 tons/acre, which is about normal for Spanish Springs.

Modeled after a love of true Alsatian styles, the Spanish Springs Pinot Gris is focused 
on bringing together amazing aromatics and great texture, balanced with bright 
acidity. The extremely sandy soils of our hillside block produces very low yields of 
beautiful, concentrated fruit without fail each year. Following hand picking, the fruit 
is destemmed and soaked on the skins for 6 hours prior to a very gentle pressing to 
neutral French oak cooperage for fermentation. After a slow, 8-week  fermentation, 
we begin a vigorous battonage regimen two times per week, which continues for 5 
months. Stirring the lees in this manner builds weight and texture, and lends yeasty, 
savory aromatics. The wine is aromatic and explosive, spicy and rich, with notes of 
honey, apricot, red apple skin, toast, and spice. The palate is loaded with rich notes of 
perfectly ripe apple, smashed grapefruit, spicy pear, and savory yeast. Its depth and 
structure is framed against mouthwatering acidity and a stony minerality.

Production: 71 cases
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