
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Derby West
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 1.5 miles

Closest Township: San Simeon
Soils/Geology: sandy loam with cobblestone

Clones: 667, 115

TECHNICAL DATA

Harvest Date: 9/10/13
Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.81
TA: 6.5g/L

Maturation: 11 months in 30% new French oak

2013 Pinot Noir
San Luis Obispo County - Derby West Vineyard 

2013 was a welcomed vintage for the coastal vineyards in San Luis Obispo County, 
offering an abundance of excellent weather. A great balance of cool, foggy conditions 
in summer kept acids in check and aromatics beautiful, while a mild and surprisingly 
warm fall got all vineyards to full ripeness easily. Harvest dates were on average 2-3 
weeks earlier than ghe 2012 vintage, largely due to the increased pressure from the 
second consecutive year of drought. Yields at Derby West were a meager 1 tons/acre. 

Derby West is just a stone’s throw from the Pacific, laying claim to one of the best 
ocean views of any vineyard in California. Endlessly pounded by cold fog and wind, 
this site exemplifies extreme viticulture. The vineyard has a very long growing 
season, yet despite its cool climate ripens early, largely due to the miniscule yields. 
Harvest took place in early September, the fruit being triple sorted prior to being 
destemmed into small open top fermentors, where it underwent a warm fermentation 
with native yeasts and no stem inclusion. After 3 weeks on skins the wine was gently 
pressed to barrels where it underwent a 10 month elevage without racking. 
Aromatically intense, it features loads of white pepper, plum, smoked bacon, black 
rose, and earth. The palate is high toned and fine, with bright acid framing delicate 
savory notes and tiers of black fruit, minerals, and a saline, mouthwatering finish. 

Production: 71 cases
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