
VINEYARD DATA
 

Vineyard: Spanish Springs
Distance from Pacific Ocean: 2.1 miles

Closest Township: Pismo Beach
Soils/Geology: rocky, white marine shale

Clones: 2A

TECHNICAL DATA

Harvest Date: 10/13/12
Alcohol: 14.5%

pH: 3.46
TA: 6.6g/L

Maturation: 10 months in 40% new French oak

2012 Pinot Noir
San Luis Obispo County - Spanish Springs Vineyard 

2012 was a wonderful year to make wine, plain and simple. After working with the 
more challenging vintages of ‘10 and ‘11, the 2012 vintage came along and brought  
mildly warm conditions, moderate levels of drought stress, no harvest rain events, 
and ultimately no surprises whatsoever. Daytime temperatures were generally in the 
low 70’s at Spanish Springs. Yields were low - around 1.8 tons/acre, and the level of 
concentration shows through in the wines, although they maintain bright acidity and 
freshness thanks to the fact that all the vineyards are incredibly close to the ocean.

Spanish Springs is a truly amazing site, just 2 miles from the chilly Pacific Ocean and 
thrown up upon blocks of marine shale. It is the last Pinot Noir vineyard I pick each 
year, usually in mid-late October, and often a month later than my other sites. I am 
lucky enough to be able to source specific rows in the rockiest part of the vineyard, 
all from the 2A clone, which provides me with the ability to make a well-structured 
yet delicate and perfumed wine. After the fruit is triple sorted, it is fermented in very 
small open top fermentors with native yeasts and about 20% stem inclusion. After 
roughly 3 weeks on skins the wine is gently pressed and put to barrels without any 
racking for 10 months. The wine features a gorgeous display of red fruits, lifted 
perfume, spicy undertones and a wonderfully bright and saline finish.

Production: 46 cases
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