
TECHNICAL DATA
 

Vineyards:  Rolph, Briarwood, Cerro Prieto, Chelle Mountain
Harvest Dates:  9/6/13 - 10/11/13

Composition:  53% Petite Sirah, 47% Syrah
Alcohol:  15.8%

pH:  3.84
TA:  5.9g/L

Elevage:  22 months in 50% new French oak
Production:  47 cases

2013 Citizen
Paso Robles

2013 was an amazing vintage, probably one of the greatest - if not the greatest - I’ve 
had the pleasure of working with in my career. The second year in a now legendary 
string of drought years put added stress on the vines in 2013, reducing yields slightly, 
and an early, warm, pleasant summer brought about gorgeous ripening conditions. 
Harvest began early, but progressed with nice weather and minimal heat spells, 
allowing for lots to bet harvested exactly when we wanted.

Each of the vineyard lots were hand picked and sorted three times prior to processing 
into small open top fermentors. Both the Petite Sirah and Syrah components of the 
blend were mostly destemmed, although some of the Syrah lots saw 40% whole 
clusters. The fruit was chilled to 48F and cold-soaked for 4-8 days, until a 
spontaneous native fermentation began. Hand punchdowns were performed only 
once per day over the course of 5-6 weeks of skin contact, whereby the fruit was 
pressed directly to 400L French Oak puncheons, 50% new. Total elevage was 22 
months with no racking. The wine was bottled unfiltered in September 2015.

Citizen is a wine that I’ve been dying to make for many years now, mostly due to the 
fact that Petite Sirah and Syrah are so closely related. People always ask me - ‘how is 
Petite Sirah different from Syrah?’ - and the beauty of a blend like Citizen is that it 
shows both how they are different and how they are similar. Petite Sirah adds a 
beautiful core of pepper and fruit - black plum, blackberry, and blueberries, along 
with a big entry and firm tannins. Syrah adds notes of olive tapenade, bay leaf, and 
floral lift, along with a round structure. The resulting wine is complete and intense, 
wtih a huge entry, excellent mid-palate, and powerful tannins. Red and black fruits, 
olive brine, toasty oak, and savory notes along with great spice and dark fruits. A 
wine for the cellar, a decant is recommended. Drink 2017-2030.
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