
TECHNICAL DATA
 

Vineyards:  Briarwood, Roadrunner, Beato, Rabbit Ridge, Luna Matta
Composition:  90% Petite Sirah, 10% Syrah

Alcohol:  15.0%
pH:  3.78

TA:  6.0g/L
Elevage:  22 months in 50% new French oak

Production:  323 cases

2011 Petite Sirah
Paso Robles

2011 was the coolest vintage I have ever experienced, so needless to say I was pretty 
worried watching the fruit hang out on the vine until late October. But one of my 
great winemaking mentors always told me "on the edge of ripeness = on the edge of 
greatness" and I think this rings true for the 2011 wines. Massively long hang-time 
led to wines with wonderful spice, incredible purity of fruit, and a dose of elegance 
that rounds out the typically rich texture of my wines. Freshness is probably the key 
trait of the vintage. Give them a proper decant and you will be rewarded with a wine 
that will open up to reveal something truly unique - something only a cool vintage like 
2011 can bring. And these vintages don’t come around all that often.

Only the very best 13 barrels made it into this years cuvee, the blend hailing from 5 
vineyards all grown on calcareous soils, 75% in East Templeton and 25% from 
Westside Paso Robles. It's surprisingly rich for a 2011 thanks to some new, steeply 
sloped Westside vineyards where I got ample ripeness despite the cool vintage. The 
aromatics show smoked meat, black pepper, lavender, dark chocolate, blueberry, and 
melted blackberry fruits. The palate steers more towards fresh fruit rather than the 
dried fruit side, with wild blackberry, bramble, and blueberry. Peppered beef, 
espresso, toasty oak, and spice hit on the mid palate before the finish sing on with 
sweet but gravelley tannins. 3 hour decant recommended. Drink from 2015-2024.
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