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DOG GROOMING WITH SALTY DOG

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dog grooming is not simply an aesthetic bonus for our canine 

friends. Maintaining a regular grooming schedule will help to keep 

your dog both happy and healthy. Routine dog grooming will 

ensure that your dog is free of parasites, has healthy skin and a 

shiny coat, and has good dental health. Of course, the aesthetic 

benefits are also a plus. Only a true dog lover wants to be around 

a dirty, stinky dog with bad breath.
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SO WHAT IS INVOLVED IN DOG GROOMING?

 

 

 
 

 

While you can get the dog grooming done via a professional dog 

groomer, it is process that you can undertake at home. A thorough dog 

grooming session takes care of all the hygienic needs of your dog. The 

grooming process generally takes a hour or two to accomplish, but the 

results are well worth the time spent. A typical dog grooming session 

consists of the following treatments for your dog that we will go over in 

the next chapters:

* A thorough bath including flea dip (if applicable)

* A complete coat brushing to eliminate tangles and matted hair

* Styling as you desire

* Nail trimming, Ear cleaning and Teeth cleaning
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HOW OFTEN SHOULD DOG GROOMING TAKE PLACE?

The frequency with which you should groom your dog is dependent on 

the breed and coat quality of your dog. Some breeds are considered high 

maintenance in terms of dog grooming, while others need only periodic 

care. Before you purchase or adopt a dog, it is a good idea to find out 

how much grooming it will require. A basic guide to dog grooming by 

coat type is as follows:

Curly-Coated or Non Shedding:

Dogs such as Poodles or designer Poodle cross have a dense and curly 

coat that is fairly resistant to water. These dogs will require dog groom-

ing at least once every 6-8 weeks, or up to 10 times a year.

Short-Coated:

Dogs with short dense coats, such as Corgis and Boxers need a weekly 

brushing, but do not need to be bathed more than once or twice a year 

unless a problem arises.
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Long-Coated:

Long coated dogs, such as Collies and Sheepdogs, require a daily brush-

ing to keep their coats in good condition. Additional dog grooming 

including regular bathing, should be administered once every other 

month.

Silky-Coated:

Afghans, Cocker Spaniels and Pekinese dogs belong to the silky coated 

dog group. These dogs require daily brushing and a thorough dog 

grooming session 4-6 times a year.

Wire-Coated:

Wire coated dogs require considerable dog grooming. Dogs such as 

Terriers and Schnauzers should be bathed every three months and have 

their coat clipped every 6 to 8 weeks.

Smooth-Coated:

The smooth-coated class of dogs includes Labrador Retrievers, Dober-

man Pinschers and Dachshunds. These are very low maintenance dogs 

and require only weekly brushing and bathing as necessary.

Whatever type of dog you own, it is important to see that proper groom-

ing is maintained for the health and happiness of your canine companion.
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B A T H I N G  Y O U R  D O G

 

Just like a shiny head of hair means good health for us humans, a shiny 

coat of fur on a dog means your dog is in good health.  In fact, a nice, 

lustrous coat of fur is one of the strongest indicators that your pooch is 

enjoying good dog health.  Proper dog grooming is important in 

promoting good dog health.

As mentioned above, it all starts with good dog grooming.  If you want 

your dog to have a healthy coat of fur, you should groom him everyday.  

You do not have to bathe him everyday.  Just once a month will do, or 

once every week if your dog is the type that has long or thick fur.

Bathing a dog can be a tedious dog grooming process that will get you 

ending up wet along with your dog, but it can be quite fun once you get 

the hang of it.  If your dog belongs to a small breed type, you can safely 

give him his bath in your kitchen sink.  However, if your dog is the big 

type, you would have to use your tub or set up a place out of doors 

where you can bathe him properly.



How to Bathe Your Dog

When you bathe your dog, use a hose or a detachable shower head and 

wet him thoroughly.  Afterwards, apply dog shampoo, of course we 

recommend the Organic and all Natural Woof Wash, and work up a 

lather, starting from his chest to the top of his head, down his back and 

tail and then to his legs.  Be careful not to get any of that shampoo in his 

eyes or ears.

Also, use a dog shampoo for your dog rather than your own shampoo.  

Shampoo for human hair only works on human hair; it is actually harsh 

and irritating to doggie skin.  Dog shampoo, on the other hand, is specifi-

cally formulated for dog grooming, designed to suit the sensitivity of the 

skin and fur of dogs.

Rinse your dog thoroughly after shampooing and conditioning his fur.  

Make sure that there are no leftover soap suds on your dog’s skin, or else 

the soap may cause some irritations.  He might also end up licking at the 

leftover soap on his skin, and that is always a cause of concern that 

merits a vet’s attention if it does happen.

After the Bath

Once you are done bathing your dog, dry him thoroughly by patting all 

the excess water out of his fur using a towel.  If your dog has short hair, 

you can leave him to air-dry his fur out completely.  But if your dog is the 

type that has thick or long fur, you may need to dry his fur out with the 

use of a hair dryer.  He may not find the hair dryer comfortable, but it is 

better than letting your dog stink up again because his fur was not dried 

out completely.

Dog grooming does not end with bathing, however. To give your pooch 

the full dog grooming home-style treatment, you need to make a ritual 

out of combing or brushing his fur once it is completely dry.  Brushing
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your dog’s fur will remove the snags and tangles in it if your dog has long 

hair.  Not only that, it will get rid of whatever burs, ticks and fleas are 

making their home in your dog’s fur.  Do this every day, even on days 

when you are not giving your dog a bath.

A Shiny Coat beyond Dog Grooming

Remember that a shiny coat is not just for the sake of aesthetics on a 

dog.  A shiny coat for a dog is a strong indicator of a good dog health.  

As much as good dog grooming can do the job, it is not enough.

Good nutrition also plays a large role towards promoting good dog 

health.  If a dog gets all the nutrients that his body needs, then definitely 

he will get a shiny coat.  If you love your dog, you will not skimp on the 

cost of dog food. True enough, there are some cheap dog food brands 

out there, but they are made up of cheap and low-quality ingredients.  So 

you can be sure that your dog is eating good food, do not skimp on 

quality dog food.  Or, you can cook up your own dog food to feed your 

pooch. 

If after regular dog grooming and regular feeding of high-quality food 

and your dog still does not display a shiny coat, it means that there is 

something else that is wrong with his system.  Your dog may not be as in 

high a level of good health than you may have guessed.  In this case, it is 

time to go to the vet.
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B R U S H I N G  Y O U R  D O G

 

Brushing and combing your dog should be made into a pleasant ritual. 

Select a place to do the grooming-a chair, table or bench will be satisfac-

tory. Lift the dog onto the chair or table, talking to him, reassuring him 

that all is well. Let him know that he's in for a treat, not an ordeal. Let him 

sniff each tool; the comb, brush, nail clippers and scissors. It's very 

important that he learn to associate these tools with a pleasant experi-

ence. Handle the situation with tact and care, and your pup will look 

forward to it. Botch the job and you will be looking for the pup the next 

time you bring out the grooming tools.

When brushing the puppy, stroke the brush with and against the lie of the 

hair. This will help to loosen dead hair and stimulate the skin. Use a brush 

with the correct bristle length; short for medium- and short-haired dogs, 

long bristles for long-haired dogs. If you do any combing, use a fine comb 

for the short-haired dog and a comb with widely spaced teeth for the 

long-haired, medium-haired and wirehaired dogs. You can bring out the 

gloss in your dog's coat by polishing with a flannel cloth or one of the 

commercial grooming gloves. The Salty Dog Clipper Kit comes with a 

variety of combs and brushes for different occasions.
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Matted hair

If you have a short- or smooth-haired dog, you will not have to worry 

about matted hair. But medium- and long haired dogs do get tangled or 

matted hair from burs, paint, tar, chewing gum or other sticky or prickly 

objects. Dried food will also contribute to matted hair, and this is 

common in puppies and very old dogs. Matted hair is not only unsightly, 

but it can pinch and irritate the dog.

If the hair is not too snarled, try combing out the mats. Do this gently. 

Hold the matted hair or tuft in one hand and gently comb it. If it is too 

tightly matted, you will have to cut it off or use some clippers to groom it 

out. Remember the Salty Dog Clipper kit comes with some professional 

hairdresser grade scissors.. Puppies are very quick and wriggly, so be 

careful not to jab your pup with the scissors. There's very little danger 

with blunt-end scissors. Gently pull the mat away from the dog's body, 

then carefully cut the hair between the skin and the mat or tuft. Avoid 

pulling or yanking the tuft as this will hurt your dog.
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S T Y L I N G  W I T H  T H E  D O G  C L I P P E R

 

After washing and drying your dog, now is generally the time you will 

start to use your clippers to trim the coat and style your dog.

We have a great guide to what blades you need for each breed of dog 

available on our website. 

HTTPS://SALTYDOGCLIPPERS.COM.AU/PAGES/GROOMING-GUIDE

Choose the appropriate blade: Not all dog clipper blades are the same, 

they vary in size, and every size will leave your dog's fur a different 

length. The higher the number of the blade, the shorter and finer the cut.

The Standard Size #10 blade leaves fur 1.6mm long. This blade is the most 

commonly used blade. It’s designed for clipping the face, paws, 

underbelly and the coat of short fur breeds.

Read the instructions prior to using to ensure you mount the blade 

properly. It is very important to ensure that the blade is mounted 

properly. If the clipper runs loudly, or the blades don’t appear to be 

https://saltydogclippers.com.au/pages/grooming-guide
Ash Verma
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cutting properly, stop immediately and repeat the process to avoid dam-

aging the clipper.

Be sure to squirt a small amount of oil on both end edges where the two 

blades move against each other before you turn the machine on. This is 

very important. You will also need to oil your blades every 5-10 minutes 

throughout the grooming process. It's a good idea to have a second 

person to help you oil the blade and clean off excess fur, and keep the 

dog calm during grooming.

Introduce the clipper unit: To begin, make sure you are not working 

around any water, so do not do this in your bathtub or sink. Simply put, 

electric dog clippers and water do NOT mix. Turn the pet clippers on and 

allow the dog to get used to the sound. Hold the dog clippers near your 

dog's head and once that has been accepted, lay the side of the pet 

clipper against the skin so the dog will become accustomed to the vibra-

tion. Most will accept the pet clippers after this.

Start Clipping:

Start at the back of the ears and lay the dog clipper blades flat against 

the dog's body. You do not want to make "scooping" motions with the 

dog clippers. Whenever possible, make long, SLOW strokes with the way 

the fur lays. This makes for a more even cut. You can clip again the lay of 

the fur but this will give a shorter and more uneven cut. If you still have 

mats, you will have to work the dog clippers under the mat by laying the 

pet clipper against the skin and gently tugging on the mat while moving 

the blades under the mat. This process takes time and you never want to 

rush it. When all the mats are removed on the main body, you can move 

on. Be careful around the legs and sensitive areas always making sure the 

skin is pulled taught. Clipping like a pro takes practice and time, most 

people find that with each groom they improve a little and achieve a 

better result.



 PAGE 14

For dogs who have long furry tails you can either clip the fur off so it is 

the same length of coat as the body or you can simply brush it and trim 

the ends with scissors to the length that you would like it to be. If you do 

choose to use the dog clippers over the tail it is important to be careful 

that you don’t cut into the skin, particularly around the tip of the tail area. 

Run the clippers gently along the surface of the tail from the base at the 

body to the tip. You might want to use a shorter blade for an inch or so 

where the tail joins the body near the anal area to avoid any faeces stick-

ing to the coat. You may find that there are no real knots but the blade 

does get a caught a little. It may be that you just need to brush it out a 

little with a comb until it runs smoothly through the coat.

Particular care needs to be taken when trimming the face, especially 

around the eyes, ears and mouth area. If you hold the ear up and back 

you can use the clippers to shave between the ear and the eye on each 

side. It is personal preference as to whether you use clippers or scissors 

to trim the fur over the muzzle area. Use the clippers in the same direc-

tion that the fur falls, unless you are doing a poodle face which has the fur 

shaved back to the skin all over the face.

If you decide to scissor your dog’s face firstly brush the fur around the 

muzzle so it gets rid of any bits of food or anything that might have stuck 

around the mouth area. Be careful when using the scissors to trim the fur 

which hangs below the muzzle flap of skin up to just below the skin so as 

not to cut the dog. You can also use the scissors to trim away the fur in 

the inner corner of the eye, however you need to be very careful here 

also to keep the dog still and not cut the skin. Use scissors to trim the fur 

right back to the skin across the bridge of the nose. It is best to work on 

one side first and then the other.

For breeds like Poodles, Cockers and Maltese that get hair between the 

toes and pads of the feet, you will need to clip these areas. Very few dogs
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 will stand for this process without protest. If you have someone to call in 

to help, now is the time to do so.

Gently bend the dog’s paw back so you can get underneath. With the 

scissors carefully trim the fur on the dog’s paw back to being level with 

the pads. Dogs can sometimes get matted in between the main back pad 

and the front ones. This forms the shape of a ‘v’. To remove any matted 

bits it will be necessary to trim this portion of fur as close to the skin as 

possible without cutting the dog.

It is best to keep this area as short as possible to prevent matting and 

also to minimise any other grass seeds, dirt or any other matter which 

could potentially do some damage to your dog. Also trim neatly around 

the edge of the paws to look neat and tidy.
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N A I L  T R I M M I N G

 

If the thought of clipping your dog's nails is frightening to you, you aren't 

alone. Most people prefer to ask their veterinarian to do this fiddly task. 

There's no reason why clipping your dogs nails should be a frightening 

task at all. There's no need to regard it as any different to giving your dog 

a bath. 

Ideally you should start when your dog is young to get the dog used to 

having his feet handled regularly. Desensitizing your dog to having his 

paws handled will have a few other benefits too: it will make it easier 

during grooming and for your vet to handle your dogs feet and will also 

mean if your dog is injured you will be able to examine his paws easier. 

If it's your first time clipping a dogs nails it might be a good idea to watch 

someone else do it first. Ask your vet if you can watch while they clip 

your dogs nails. 

You will need a special pair of clippers for the purpose. The Salty Dog 

Clipper Kit comes with a set. Human clippers or scissors could tear the 

nail and cause painful torn edges. Make sure you get the right size and 
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type of clippers for your dog. You might find a nail file useful too.

You will also want to have some special clotting powder on hand just in 

case you accidentally cut the nails too short and it starts bleeding. 

You will want to clip the nails in a quiet place with minimal distractions. If 

your dog has never had his nails clipped or is particularly resistant you 

might want to ask someone to help you. You are after all poking at your 

dog with a sharp object and it could be dangerous !

To avoid mishaps its best to slowly desensitize your dog to having his 

paws handled. this part should be easy. Take your dogs paws and mas-

sage them a bit. 

It makes the process easier if the dogs nails are softer. You can do this by 

bathing the dog beforehand, massaging some baby oil into the paws or 

even just dipping the paw into warm water. This has the dual effect of 

both softening the paws and cleaning the dirt out from under the nails. 

Examine the nails closely and try to locate the cluster of veins. This is 

called the 'quick' and cutting this can cause your dog to bleed. If your 

dog has dark nails this can be difficult. The best policy here is to trim the 

nails bit by bit over a longer period of time. The quick will retreat over 

time. 

Try to cut with the right hand and hold the paw firmly. Use a calm sooth-

ing voice while you do this. You don't want your dog to become afraid 

and make the clipping more difficult. Try to cut at 90 degree angles. 

If you do cut too far - don't worry! You can use some of the powder to 

stop the bleeding. Just sprinkle the powder over the affected area or dip 

the paw into the powder. There are some other household items you can
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use to slow the bleeding. You can use corn flour or normal powder in the 

same way you use the styptic powder. You can also press the dogs nail 

into some soap. If the bleeding is not too bad - just simply applying pres-

sure should slow the bleeding. 

If you have cut your dogs nails too far and they bleed - this may make the 

dog scared of the nail clipping all over again. You will need to desensitize 

your dog again. 

If your dog is very afraid of having his nails clipped you should gradually 

get the dog used to the process and the tools. Start again by praising and 

treating the dog while you handle his paws. Then get the dog used to the 

clippers. Step by step desensitization coupled with positive reinforcement 

should ease your problem. 

If you really can't get your dog to behave long enough for a nail clipping 

remember - most vets will do it for you. Don't be afraid to ask for help.
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E A R  C L E A N I N G

 

Dogs ears are prone to infection as you might already have noticed if you 

have a dog with problem ears. If your dog keeps getting infections here is 

some information that might help you deal with chronic ear infections. 

Dog ear infections are usually called Otits Externa; this means an infection 

in the outer ear. (Otis Interna means an infection of the inner ear). Outer 

ear infections account for 90% of the infections in dogs; making ear 

infection the most common infection for a dog to be treated for. Ear 

mites can often accompany ear infections.

Dogs with allergies may experience more ear infections than other dogs. 

It can be caused by wax build up inside the ear. It can also be caused by 

long hair blocking the passage of air and creating a buildup of not only 

wax but also dirt and debris. 

Regular ear cleaning will also get the pet used to having his ears handled 

which will make it easier to administer treatment. 

You can prevent these infections by cleaning your dog's ears well and as
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 part of your regular grooming regime. Cleaning your dog's ears is simple 

and you only need a soft cloth and some ear cleanser. Lift the ears and 

massage some cleanser into the ear this should loosen the dirt. This is all 

you need to do when cleaning the ears of your dog.
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T E E T H  C L E A N I N G

 

Just like you, your pet needs her teeth brushed.  You can do this using a 

child sized toothbrush or just a finger toothbrush that is designed for 

your pet. The paste that you use should be one designed for dogs only.  

Your toothpaste can seriously make your dog ill.  To help keep dog’s 

teeth in tip top shape, give them rawhide chews to gnaw on and the 

occasional bone.  This helps keep teeth as well as gums healthy. Good 

dental care for your dog will help prevent future vet visits and the costs 

associated.



PAGE 22

COPYRIGHT © 2017 SIMPLE GREEN SMOOTHIES, LLC    |   FIRST EDITION: JANUARY 2017 

DOG GROOMING AND SALTY DOG CLIPPERS

 

Thanks for reading through our FREE Dog Grooming guide. We hope you 

were able to get some great information out of it. We are constanlty 

looking to improve it so if you have any ideas or suggestions please get in 

touch with me at tim@saltydogclippers.com.au

As you will see on our website, www.saltydogclippers.com.au, we are a 

family owned and operated business from beautiful Gloucester in the 

upper Hunter Valley, NSW, Australia. As a family we had several dogs 

that required grooming and the costs associated with that were 

astronomical. Upwards of $100 per dog, and with numerous dogs you 

could see why we wanted to develop this kit. We literally saved 

thousands on dog grooming costs.

Since then we have sold 1000’s of kits all across Australia,helping many 

australians to groom from home, spend more time with their pets and 

save money in the process.

If you are currently looking to start grooming from home, already do but 

need a new clipper than we ask that you consider our Salty Dog Clipper 

Kit. We truly believe it represents great value for money and helps to 

support small australian business.

Thanks,
Salty Dog

mailto:tim@saltydogclippers.com.au
https://saltydogclippers.com.au



