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Special Message                     Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 

“THE YOUNG KING & THE ANCIENT CHEST” 
(Text: 2 Chronicles 24:1-14; 2 Kings 12:1-12) 

 
•  One of the most remarkable stories in the entire Bible is the story of JOASH. 
 -  The man who became king of Judah at the age of 7. (Yes, SEVEN!!) 
 
•  Imagine going over to our new children’s building, where our Kindergarten – 6th graders are this 
morning. 
 -  And we choose a 2nd grader, bring him over here and introduce him as our new Pastor. 
 -  Or, we elect him the Mayor of our community. 
 -  Or, we appoint him to be the Governor of Texas. 
 -  Or, we make him President of the United States. 
 
Get the picture?   
 
JOASH was the son of King AHAZIAH, and took the throne of Judah at the age of 7. 
 
JOASH had a remarkable advisor and counselor. A priest named JEHOIADA. 
  
 -  The Bible makes an interesting statement in 2 Chronicles 24:2, . . . 
  “And Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest.” 

 
-  A similar statement is repeated in 2 Kings 12:2. 

 
JEHOIADA was an important influence in Joash’s life.  He was a valuable mentor. 
 -  Verse 3 tells us he was the one who “chose two wives for Joash.” 
 
•  The setting of our text is actually a time of GENUINE REVIVAL in the land. 
 
Jehoiada had led the people to tear down the house of Baal, all the altars and images and he’d led them 
to make a new covenant with the Lord that they would be the Lord’s people (2 Kings 11:17-18). 
 
2 Kings 12:3 says, But “The high places (the open-air, hill-top altars the Israelites had inherited from the 
Canaanites) were not taken away; the people continued to sacrifice and make offerings on the high 
places.” 
 
 -  Even though the use of pagan altars was expressly forbidden by God (Numbers 33:52). 
 
•  It was a time of REVIVAL for God’s people.  But there was still work to be done. 
 
For example, the temple of the Lord was in bad shape. 
 
•  So the young king instructed the priests to take the money collected in the annual census, the money 
from personal vows, and offerings brought voluntarily above that to be used to “repair the house (GOD’S 
HOUSE – THE TEMPLE) wherever any need of repairs is discovered” (2 Kings 12:4-5). 
 
READ: 2 Chronicles 24:1-11 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Two 
 
2 Chronicles 24:5, the Bible says, “But the Levites did not act quickly.” 
 
2 Kings 12:6 says, “By the twenty-third year of King Joash (which would make him 30), the priests had 
made no repairs on the house.” 
 -  Even though the King had given the order TWENTY-THREE YEARS EARLIER, they’d done 
 nothing. 
  •  They’d just left GOD’S HOUSE, the TEMPLE, in the same sad shape it’d been in for years. 
 
•  The clear implication from 2 Kings 12, is the priests were spending the money on themselves. 
 
I KNOW THAT’S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO BELIEVE. 
  
•  That people would actually spend the money God gave them on THEMSELVES rather than on HIS 
house or HIS kingdom. 
 
•  The same thing happened many years later among the people of Judah. 
 -  In other words, the great, great, great, great grandkids of the people in the day of JOASH did the 
 same thing their not so great, not so great, not so great, not so great grandparents had done. 
  
Haggai 1:1-4. God sent the prophet HAGGAI to the governor of Judah, Zerubbabel, with these words: 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of 
the  Lord . . . Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house (MY 
HOUSE) lies in ruins?” 

 
•  So JOASH instructed them to stop collecting money and told them HE’D GET SOMEONE ELSE to 
repair the temple.   
 -  “The priests agreed that they should take no more money from the people, and that they should  
 not repair the house” (2 Kings 12:8). 
 
•  It’s pretty sad when you have to ask the people who are supposed to be LEADERS to STEP ASIDE so 
the work can get done. 
 -  I’m thankful we don’t have that problem here. 
 
2 Chronicles 24:8, “So the king commanded, and they made a CHEST and set it outside the gate of the 
house of the Lord.” 

-  Joash issued a command that a chest be made and placed outside, at the gate of the temple of 
the Lord. 

 
•  Then, he sent out a proclamation that people should come and contribute to the work on the “house of 
the Lord,” the place where the people worshipped God. 
 
•  They collected more than enough money to repair the temple. 
  
Verse 13 says, “So those who were engaged in the work labored, and the repairing went forward in their 
hands, and they restored the house of God to its proper condition and strengthened it.” 
 -  They added to it and made it better. 
 -  With the money left over they were able to do other things to help enhance the worship of God. 
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So what does all that have to do with us today? 
 
From the story of this YOUNG KING and this ANCIENT CHEST we can learn some great lessons: 
(1) GOD STILL USES MEN (2 Chronicles 24:1-2) 
 -  God used young JOASH to do something great for the Kingdom. 
 -  He was God’s man, for God’s house, in God’s time. 
 
•  When God wants to do something, He always raises up a man. 
 -  God anoints men, not methods. MEN ARE GOD’S METHOD. 
 
•  If this world is ever going to be reached with the gospel it will be through people like you and me. 
 
GOD WANTS TO USE YOU this morning. ARE YOU READY? WILL YOU LET HIM? 
 -  Are you willing to sell out for God and say, “God, whatever you want, I’m yours”? 
 
William Henry Ward said: “For every achievement there is a price. For every goal there is an opponent. 
For every victory there is a problem. For every triumph there is a sacrifice.” 
 
•  Are you willing to pay the price, face the opposition, make the sacrifice and do whatever needs to be 
done to do something great for God? 
 
“There’s no thrill in easy sailing, when the sky is clear and blue. 
There’s no joy in merely doing things, which anyone can do. 
But there is some fulfillment that is mighty sweet to take. 
When you reach a destination, others thought you couldn’t make.”   - Anonymous 
 
Walter Bagehot said: “The greatest pleasure in life is doing what people say you cannot do.” 
 
The first thing we learn from JOASH is: 
(1) GOD STILL USES MEN. 
(2) THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE WORK OF GOD ARE TO BE TOP PRIORITIES TO US 
 (2 Chronicles 24:4-5) 

-  Verse 4.  JOASH had a heart for God and for God’s house. Do you? 
-  JOASH decided to restore God’s house. 
 •  But the LEVITES (the guys in charge) dragged their feet. 

 
•  You’d think when someone said, “There’s work to be done on God’s house” that everyone would jump 
right in and get it done, right?  WRONG! 
 
•  Sometimes, the very people who receive all the blessings and benefit the most, are the last and least 
to support the Church. 
 
Do you realize the most important building in any city is the Church – the house of God? 
 -  God’s house is THE priority building in every city. 
  
•  But in too many cases you wouldn’t know it by looking. Why? Because it gets neglected. 
 -  Philippians 2:21, “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.” 
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•  The local bank often looks 100 times better than most churches. 
 -  Why shouldn’t they – that’s where most people put most of their money. 
 
•  The “House of God” represents the most important PERSON in the universe and the most important 
WORK in the universe. 
 -  The “House of God” represents JESUS. 
  •  It’s the place where people can come to hear about Him. 
  •  It’s the place where people can come to know Him as Lord and Savior. 

•  It’s the place where lives are changed, marriages are mended, problems are solved, needs 
are met, destinies are determined and God’s will is done. 

 
(1) GOD STILL USES MEN 
(2) THE HOUSE OF GOD & THE WORK OF GOD ARE TO BE TOP PRIORITIES TO US 
(3) WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE DECIDE TO PULL TOGETHER AND DO SOMETHING GREAT FOR GOD, 

THE RESULTS ARE ALWAYS MIRACULOUS. 
 
Verse 10 says “ALL THE PEOPLE” got involved bringing their contributions and placing them in the 
Chest. 
 
 Notice what happened: 
 (a) They gave OBEDIENTLY (vs. 8-10) 
  •  They did what the King told them to do. 
   -  We need to obey our King, too. 
 (b) They gave JOYFULLY (vs. 10) 
  •  “All the officials and all the people brought their contributions gladly, dropping them into the  
  chest until it was full” (NIV/1984). 
  •  2 Corinthians 9:7, “God loves a cheerful giver.” 
   -  God loves people who love to give. 
 
•  In fact, here’s the Bible promise to those who love to give: (2 Corinthians 9:11). 
 “You will be made rich in every way so you can be generous on every occasion.”  
  
 (c) They gave ABUNDANTLY (vs. 11) 
  •  “There was a large amount of money/much money” given (vs. 11a) 
  •  “Day after day . . . they collected money in abundance . . .” (vs. 11b) 
 
Verse 11.  The people would fill the chest, empty it and the people would fill it again. They did that over 
and over until the project was completed. 
 
23 years ago God called our family to Arlington Christian Church.  
 -  There were 188 people in our first service. Today, over 7,000 call Crossroads their church home. 
 -  God has blessed us with an incredible, 150-acre campus and we just opened the doors to one of 
 the most spectacular facilities ever constructed for children.  
  •  It was paid for before we broke ground and it’s full of children this morning. 
  
•  We’re blessed beyond words and experiencing a time of genuine revival. 
 -  BUT THERE’S MORE WORK TO BE DONE.  
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(1) THE CHALLENGE. 
 -  We have the largest staff in our history, and we’re reaching the largest number of people ever. 
  •  We have more people serving in ministry and participating in small groups, than ever before. 
 -  We’re experiencing our greatest year of growth ever. 
  •  We’re meeting and exceeding our weekly budget of $200,000. (Ahead by $370,000 in ’15) 
 
The challenge before us is: we need to MAKE ROOM FOR MORE. 
  
Here’s what our leaders have chosen to do: 
(2) THE CHOICE. We’ve just opened a spectacular facility for children. 
 -  Now we’re going to do something for their older brothers & sisters.  
 -  The plans are done; the workers are ready. We need to finish raising the funds so we can begin. 
  
(SHOW DVD) 
 
Here’s our plan: 
 -  We’ve already raised $3.5 million, and it’s earning interest at The Solomon Foundation. 
 1. We need to raise $10 million more. 
  •  That sounds like an impossible amount, and it is by man’s standards. 
   
Remember Joshua and Caleb, when they went in with the other spies to check out the Promised Land? 
 -  All the other spies said, “We can’t do this. There are GIANTS in there and walled cities!” 
 
BUT CALEB & JOSHUA said, “If the Lord is with us, He will bring us into this land and give it to us” (Num. 
14:8). 
 
 2. We need to raise $10 million, above our regular tithes and offerings. 
  -  $10 million/ 7,000 = $1,428.59 per person [$1,430] 
  -  $1,428.59/12 mos. = $118.80 a month or $27.49 a week. [$28 or $4 a day] 
 
•  I’m not suggesting that’s what you should give. It’s just an illustration of how, with God’s help, this is 
possible. 
 
ILL.  Check out this article from last Saturday’s (Aug. 1) Star Telegram: (Show article/picture) 
 -  “Forget about the Brewers: Ranger’s beer prices are among the lowest in the majors. 

-  The article went on to say: “Christy Hernandez takes a generous first sip of her beer before a 
Texas Rangers – New York Yankees game, and exhales, refreshed, as carbonation and citrus hit her 
lips. It’s a 23-ounce Blood and Honey made by Granbury’s Revolver Brewing Co. The wheat and 
barley ale with blood orange zest is a popular craft beer, but it’s a whopping $13.50, served in a 23-
ounce souvenir plastic growler. 

 -  “A hot dog and two of these for $32?” 
 
$32 didn’t include their tickets either. Rangers’ tickets range from $13 to $186 per person per game. 
 -  Weekend games can be higher in some sections of the stadium. 
 
ILL. STARBUCKS. 
 -  Most drinks are $4 or more with tax. And those aren’t even the large size drinks. 
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ILL. MOVIES 
 -  We went to see MISSION IMPOSSIBLE with our two daughters. 
 -  We got senior rates, so our tickets were: $11.87 
  •  Regular adult tickets are: $13.49. Children are $11.87 (Same price as seniors??) 
 -  That doesn’t include drinks, popcorn, and candy. 
  •  One Large popcorn is: $7.79 
  •  One drink: Small – $4.79, Medium – $5.29, Large – $5.79 
  •  One paper plate of Nachos: $6.79 
  •  Candy is outrageous! 
 
•  I’m not saying people shouldn’t go to ballgames, or Starbucks, or the movies. 
  
•  I’m just asking, “Could we find a way, for the next year, instead of using our money for things that won’t 
last beyond a couple of hours, and use it to help change the lives of teenagers forever? 
 
$4 a day from 7,000 people  = $10 million  
 
How can we do it? 
(3) THE CHEST. (We’re going to do what JOASH did.) 
 -  We’re going to use the Chest of Joash to raise the funds needed for the new youth building. 
 -  We have a chest in each of our lobbies, just outside where we come to worship. 
  •  When you come to worship or leave after worship you can place your offering in the chest. 
   -  It’s not for your regular tithes and offerings to Crossroads. 
  
•  One year from today, we could be breaking ground, but not if we do what the LEVITES did in Joash’s 
day. 
 
Remember: 23 years later, they’d still not done a thing. 
 
But, if we give OBEDIENTLY, JOYFULLY and ABUNDANTLY like the people did in the days of JOASH, 
with God’s help and blessing WE CAN DO IT! 
 
•  Crossroads has never been about sticks and stones.  We’re about flesh and bones.  (Changed lives.) 
 -  We’re willing to do whatever it takes to bring more people to Jesus Christ.  
   
ARE YOU? 


