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Special Message                                               Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
 
 

“STAND” 
(Text: 2 Samuel 23:8-12) 

 
ILL.  I heard of a stable with a sign:  “We have big horses for big people, little horses for little people, fast 
horses for fast people, slow horses for slow people.” 

-  And for people who have never ridden horses we have “horses that have never been ridden.” 
 
ILL.  Old man saw a little boy with an old shaggy horse. 

-  “Son, does your horse run fast.” “No sir.  But he can stand fast.” 
 
•  That’s literally what I want to talk about this morning: A man who STOOD FAST! 
 
•  There are several unique elements in this story of a man who STOOD FAST. 
 
THE BIBLE TELLS US TO STAND FAST. 
 
 -  1 Cor. 16:13, “Stand fast in the faith” (KJV)  Phil. 1:27, “Stand fast in one spirit.” 
 
READ: 2 SAMUEL 23:8-12  (“lentils” are peas) 
 
Verse 12:  “BUT He ...” (SHAMMAH) 
 
•  I hope there’s a “conjunction” before your name when people talk about you.   
 -  That you don’t compromise or quit or run and hide. 
 
Verse 12b, “And the Lord brought about a great victory.” 
 
THERE’S A POWERFUL MESSAGE IN THIS PASSAGE TO EVERY ONE OF US: 
 -  Whatever your ministry is this morning, you need to stand firm! 

 -  It may look like a “pea patch” to the world. 
 
•  BUT ... if you quit, give up, and lay down the sword, you’ll miss a great victory God has just for you. 
 
LENTILS were used to feed horses. (Basically, they’re peas.) 
 
•  So, here’s SHAMMAH standing fast in the middle of these “peas.” 

-  And notice SHAMMAH stood fast in the pea patch in spite of the fact the people left him  
   there to stand alone.  (vs. 11c) 

 
I want you to notice several things about this man SHAMMAH: 
(1) WHEN DID HE STAND?  

-  He stood in the middle of a crisis. 
-  Here he was in the land of Israel and all of the sudden, this field he was standing in was under  
   attack. 
 

•  The Philistine army came against him. 
 

  •  And he thought to himself, “I’ve had it ... this is going to be a terrible defeat.” 
 
•  BUT HE STOOD THERE ... just like ELEAZAR before him. 
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Verse 10:  The Bible says that Eleazar stood so firmly that when he tried to let go of the sword it   
wouldn’t drop out of his hand.  (His hand froze to the sword). 
 
•  Your commitment to CHRIST ought to be so great there’s no possibility you could ever let go! 
 
SHAMMAH was like ELEAZAR.  He stood firm in the midst of a crisis. 
 
AMERICA IS IN A CRISIS.  
1. We have a staggering debt crisis in America nearing $19 trillion in debt. 
 
2. We face the ongoing threat of terrorists and people who hate America and everything we stand for. 
 
3. We face an identity crisis, because so many Americans no longer know what we stand for or what 
 made us the greatest nation on the face of the earth. 
 
4. We’re facing a catastrophic morality crisis in America with the family and marriage under attack 
 like never before. (The Supreme Court has tried to redefine marriage.) 
 
•  The war is on to accept every perversion known to man and make it not only acceptable, but also legal 
and normal. 
 
•  You know who the WIERDOS are now? Those who still cling to traditional moral values and believe the 
Bible is the Word of God. 
 
5. We’re facing a free speech crisis in America where the attempt is being made, right now, to silence 
 every voice for God and the Bible and render any attempt to uphold biblical values and standards, 
 as hate speech, punishable by exorbitant fines, loss of tax exempt status and even prison terms. 
 
6. We’re facing the rising threat of Islam and Sharia law where women will be treated like animals and 
 no one is allowed to worship any other god but Allah. 
 
•  Some say that Christians and non-Muslims are exempt from Sharia law under Islam. 
 -  But the Koran teaches that Christians and all non-Muslims are infidels and are to be killed.   
  (109 war verses in the Koran.) 
 
•  I believe America needs some people who will STAND FAST! Because we are living in a crisis. 
 
HERE’S SHAMMAH – A MAN WHO STOOD FIRM UNTIL GOD BROUGHT A VICTORY!! 
 
Notice something else about SHAMMAH. Not only WHEN DID HE STAND but also: 
(2) HOW DID HE STAND? 

-  He stood in the middle of the crisis. But HOW did he stand? 
 •  He stood ALONE!  (vs. 11b, “the men fled from the Philistines”) 

 
•  Aren’t you glad JOSHUA stood alone? NOAH, JEREMIAH, DANIEL, JOHN the Baptist, JESUS. 
 
LISTEN, if no one else will stand for what’s right – YOU STAND ALONE!! 
•  If nobody else wants to fight the drug and alcohol crowd ... you stand alone and do it. 
•  If nobody else wants to fight the pornography industry ... you just stand alone and do it. 
•  If nobody wants to stand up and say ABORTION is murder ... you stand up and say it. 
•  If nobody else wants to call homosexuality a sin ...  (1 Cor. 6:9; Rev. 22:15) 
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•  If nobody else wants to stand on God’s Word as the INERRANT, INFALLIBLE, INSPIRED WORD OF 
GOD ... you stand alone and do it! 
 
 -  Just stand! No matter who stands with you. Watered down penicillin never cured anybody. 
 
•  We used to sing the song, “He could have called 10 thousand angels but He died ...” 

-  WHAT’S THE NEXT WORD?  “ALONE!!  for you and me.”  JESUS stood alone! 
 
•  We’ve got a gospel that’s worth standing for! And if you’re the only one that’ll stand for it ... just     
STAND ALONE!  If nobody else will stand ... you stand. 
 
•  Everybody else left, BUT SHAMMAH said, “I’m going to STAY here and STAND.” 
 
(1) WHEN DID HE STAND? In the middle of a CRISIS. 
(2) HOW DID HE STAND? He stood ALONE! 
(3) WHERE DID HE STAND? 

-  “He stood in the midst of the plot of ground full of lentils”  (vs. 12) 
-  He didn’t stand on the sidelines or up in the ivory tower or up in the grandstands. 

•  He stood in the middle of the “battlefield.” 
 

•  You need to conspicuously stand. Obviously stand! 
 
ILL.  E.V. Hill: “You can’t trust a man who’ll throw a rock and hide his hand.” 

-  You can’t trust a man who says, “I believe the Bible but He won’t stand up for the Word of God.” 
•  We need to let people know where we stand. 

 
•  SHAMMAH stood in the middle. WHERE DO YOU NEED TO STAND? 
 -  You need to stand up for your children and your grandchildren. 
 -  You need to stand up for your family. 
 -  You need to stand up for your faith. 
 -  You need to stand up for your future. 
 -  You need to stand up for God and the truth of His Word!  
 
LISTEN, if we could just get the people in this church to stand up for God, we’d see the greatest revival 
of our lives! 
 
One final thing I want you to notice ... 
(4)  WHY DID HE STAND? 

-  The only thing he was guarding was a bunch of peas. Just a “pea patch.” 
•  But you know why he stood up for it? Because it was God’s pea patch! 

 
•  “It’s just the first 9 chapters of Genesis.” NO!  IT'S GOD’S FIRST 9 CHAPTERS ... 
 
•  IT’S GOD’S VIRGIN BIRTH, GOD’S RESURRECTION, GOD’S BOOK!! 

-  “That’s just a baby in a manger!” NO!  THAT’S GOD’S BABY IN A MANGER! 
 
•  Friend, when it comes to God’s Church and God’s People and God’s Book and God’s SON...don’t you 
back up on it! YOU “STAND!!” 
 
•  For the most part, the world laughs at us today. To them all we’re doing is guarding a “pea patch.” 
 -  I’d rather stand for God in a pea patch than stand for the world in the middle of Wall Street.   
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Stand! Whatever the cost! Stand! 
 -  But it’s just a Connect group ... 

•  It’s just a youth group ... a men’s ministry ... a kid’s choir ... a prison ministry ... 
 

 -  It’s just a women’s group ... it’s just the nursery ... it’s just a church ... 
 
•  Some of you USED to STAND for God and the things of God. 
 -  But you laid down the sword and walked away like everyone else. 
 
•  People used to look up to you for LEADERSHIP. You were an EXAMPLE and you brought HOPE. 
 -  But you’re no longer a WARRIOR. You’ve become a WATCHER. 
 
WHAT HAPPENED? 
 -  I’ll tell you what happened. You SAT DOWN. You BACKED DOWN. You WALKED AWAY. 
 
 
TWO PASSAGES AND I’M FINISHED.  
 
Joshua 3:14-17.  When the priests stood firm the people could cross safely. 
 
ILL.  I can almost see a crippled man, “Preacher hold on till my wife gets across.” 
 
•  Elderly lady, “Preacher, please hang on, my son’s involved in some things he shouldn’t be involved in. 
Please hang on till my boy gets across.” 
 
•  YOU STAND FIRM! Others are depending on you. 
 
Acts 7:55, Stephen saw JESUS standing at the right hand of the Father. 

-  How can that be? JESUS is seated. 
 
(a)  JESUS was a priest after the order of Aaron. 

-  The priest of redemption. He is seated. The work is through. 
•  He died on the cross and said, “It is finished.” The price has been paid. 

-  And so He is seated, as the priest of Aaron, the priest of redemption. 
 
BUT, HE’S ALSO STANDING ... 
 
(b)  JESUS was also a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
 

-  Melchizedek was that high priest that when the warriors would come home from battle with all  
   their wounds and scars ... Melchizedek would be there to greet them. 

 
LISTEN, dear warrior friend ... one day we’re going to stand before JESUS.   
 -  And if you’ve stood faithfully for Him here on earth ... 
 -  He will stand and reward you for standing firm even if it was just a “pea patch.” 
 
•   Why don’t you determine this morning to be like SHAMMAH and STAND FIRM ... 
 
 ...  even if you stand alone until God brings about a great victory! 
 


