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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #9                                     Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
  
 

“NEW WINESKINS” 
(Text: Mark 2:18-22) 

 
•  The Gospel of Mark is an incredible book. 
 -  Mark is brief and blunt and gets right to the point. 
  •  His passion is to tell us about JESUS. 
 
•  Chapter 2 begins with a “packed house” where JESUS was preaching (Mark 2:1-12). 
 -  Every preacher would love to preach to a “packed house.”  (Jesus did.) 
 -  Four men brought their paralyzed friend to Jesus, tore the roof off and Jesus not only healed him 
 but used the opportunity to confront the Pharisees about Who He was and who they were. 
 
•  After that, in verses 13-17, we saw Jesus calling LEVI (MATTHEW), the tax collector, to follow Him and 
Matthew got up and followed Him. 
 -  Matthew threw a huge party at his house with the rich and well-heeled riff raff of society. 
  •  Their all eating and drinking and having a great time when the Scribes and Pharisees show  
  up and blow up: “What in the world is He doing eating and drinking with those people?  Tax  
  collectors and sinners!” 
 -  Once again, Jesus used the opportunity to confront the Pharisees about Who He was and who 
 they really were. 
 
Verse 17.  “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” 
 -  “Yes!  Those people are reprobates.  Yes!  They’re all sinners!  Not a one of them deserve 
 salvation – but neither do you.” 
 
“I didn’t come to save those who think they’re too good to ever go to Hell.”   
 -  “I came for those who think they’ll never be good enough to go to Heaven.” 
 
•  We pick up the narrative in verse 18 this morning and the first thing we notice is: 
(1) AN ACCUSATION (Mark 2:18) 
 -  Something amazing is going on here.  The disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees come 
 up to Jesus. 
 -  How’d these guys ever get together?  What could they have in common?  Actually nothing. 
 
•  The Pharisees, as a group, completely rejected the ministry of John the Baptist. 
 -  In turn, John denounced the Pharisees as a “brood of vipers”(Matthew 3:7). 
 
•  But here the old axiom has come true: “The enemy of my enemy has become my friend.” 
 
•  The disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees, who were at odds about most things, find they 
have something in common:  FASTING. 
 -  John’s disciples fasted because they thought is proved their repentance. 
 -  The Pharisees fasted because they considered it an integral part of their religion. 
 
•  They were both shocked to discover the disciples of Jesus didn’t fast at all. 
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•  They probably thought, “how can Jesus be a prophet of God if He doesn’t fast?” 
 
Matthew 9:14-17.  Matthew only mentions the disciples of John.  He doesn’t even mention the 
Pharisees. 
 -  So they were a major player here and the Pharisees had to love it.   
  •  Someone else articulating their hate. 
 
• In Luke’s account, it says, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of 
the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 
 -  In others words, “we’re punishing ourselves and you guys are partying!” 
 
Ironically, there was only ONE REQUIRED FAST in the entire Old Testament. 
 -  Leviticus 16:29-31.  On the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, they fast. 
 -  In the text it says, “You’re to afflict yourselves” and the Hebrew word is used for restraining or 
 refraining from eating. 
  •  So ONLY ONE FAST was demanded of God’s people in the O.T. 
 
•  There are other occasions when people fasted voluntarily, always accompanied with serious, 
sorrowful, sincere time in prayer and repentance. 
 -  Esther 4.  When the Jewish people faced the slaughter and extinction because of Haman. 
 -  Isaiah 58, 1 Kings 21, Joel 1. 
 -  People regularly and voluntarily fasted, just like people do today. 
 
•  In Jewish history there were 1 day fasts and 3 day fasts; 7 day fasts and 21 day fasts. 
 -  There are even 40 day fasts (MOSES in Exodus 34) 
 -  JESUS had been fasting 40 days when the devil came to tempt Him in the wilderness. 
 
BUT THE PHARISEES HAD GONE WAY BEYOND THAT . . . 
•  They prescribed two days of fasting every week – Monday and Thursday. 
  
 -  Luke 18:9-14.  Jesus told a parable about a Pharisee and a Tax Collector to illustrate the 
 hypocrisy of the Pharisees. 
 
•  Fasting twice a week wasn’t in the Bible, but it was on their list: “Here’s what the spiritually elite do.” 
  
What’s on YOUR LIST?  Dos and don’ts for the REAL DISCIPLES of JESUS. 
 -  When I mention an item on your list, shout “OUCH!”  (Just kidding.) 
 
Real Disciples of Jesus . . . 
•  Don’t go to movies 
•  Don’t play cards 
•  Don’t buy lottery tickets 
•  Don’t go to bars 
•  Don’t eat in restaurants that have bars 
•  Don’t eat red meat 
•  Don’t smoke, drink, cuss, chew, spit in public, or watch keeping up with the Kardashians. 
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Matthew 6:1-17.  Jesus rebuked them for their ostentatious displays of personal piety in three areas: 
1)  Giving to the poor, 2) Praying in public and 3) Making sure everyone knew they were fasting. 
 
AN ACCUSATION deserves an answer.  So, Jesus gives them one. 
(2) AN EXPLANATION (Mark 2:19-20) 
 -  Solomon said there was a time and place for everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). 
 -  He doesn’t mention fasting specifically, but the implication is clear: there’s a time for everything. 
 -  Jesus was saying, “There’s a time for fasting, but it isn’t right now. 
 -  He says, “It’s like a wedding.  You don’t fast at a wedding.  You feast!  You celebrate!” 
  •  He’s referring to Himself and says the day will come when it will be time to fast. 
 
•  You don’t fast at a wedding.  It’s a celebration! 
 -  A Jewish wedding could last as long as a week. 
 -  Once the bridegroom arrived with his attendants, the wedding was launched.  The party began! 
  •  There were even ancient rabbinic rules that forbid people from fasting at Jewish weddings. 
  •  Because hypocrites would show up to display their spirituality and say, “I can’t eat, I’m   
  fasting.” 
 
•  So the rabbis made rules that no one could fast at a wedding.  It was forbidden. 
 
•  The O.T. never refers to the Messiah as a bridegroom. 
 -  However, in the N.T., Jesus is certainly identifiable as the bridegroom and the church as the bride. 
 -  JESUS makes it clear in The Parable of the Wise & Foolish Virgins waiting for the coming of 
 the bridegroom that He is the bridegroom. 
     
•  Jesus was saying, “The Messiah’s here, this is not the time to fast.” 
 -  It would be completely inappropriate for JESUS’ disciples to fast and mourn while He is here. 
   
•  The fasting of John’s disciples and the fasting of the Pharisees was a clear indication they were out of 
step with what God was doing and that, in fact, they had no idea He was in their midst. 
 
•  Here they were, going through the motions, jumping through all of their self-imposed religious hoops 
and missed JESUS! (Wonder how many people do that today?) 
 -  WOW!  What a warning to us. 
 
•  JESUS was here.  It was a time for laughter not lamentation.  A time for feasting, not fasting. 
 
(1) AN ACCUSATION 
(2) AN EXPLANATION 
(3) AN ILLUSTRATION (Mark 2:21-22b) 
 -  Jesus continues His explanation by sharing a two-fold illustration to make His point. 
 -  He was the Master illustrator.  No one could make a point better than Jesus could. 
  •  He would take simple, commonplace things, which were a part of everyday life, and use  
  them to illustrate with freshness and clarity the point He wanted to make. 
 -  The first part of His illustration has to do with garments. 
  • “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment.  If he does, the patch tears away  
  from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made.” 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Four 
 
 -  The new piece of cloth was what we now call Christianity. 
  •  The old garment, patched and worn out, was Judaism. 
  •  The old religion with its feasts and fasts, rules and regulations, sacrifices and ceremonies. 
 
•  What the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees needed to realize was that the coming of 
Christ had changed everything! 
 
John MacArthur: “Judaism at its most devout level, Judaism at its most self-righteous level, Judaism as 
the extreme religion, Judaism with all its connection to the Old Testament, all its desire to revere the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that Judaism is completely out of touch with God . . . completely out of 
touch with God’s salvation. Completely out of touch with the Son of God and completely out of touch 
with the gospel.” 
 
He continues, “They were in to self-righteousness. He preached grace. They were in to denying that they 
were sinful. He preached repentance from sin. They were proud of their religiosity, He preached humility. 
They were in to external ceremony, He preached a transformed heart. They held tightly to the Old, He 
offered the New. They loved the approval of men. He offered the approval of God. They had ritual, He 
offered a relationship.” 
 
 -  The second part of His illustration points out the same thing: 
  •  “No one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins – and the  
  wine is destroyed, and so are the skins.” 
 
•  Jesus was saying, “You can’t pour the Christian gospel into the wineskins, the old brittle, cracked, split, 
useless wineskins of Judaism.” 
 -  Galatians 5:4, “You have been severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you 
 have fallen away from grace.” 
 
Galatians 5:7, “You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 

•  If you’re seeking to be justified by what you do (which is what most people still try to do today), you are 
severed from Christ. 
 -  It won’t last. It pulls loose. You can’t patch grace into a law system. 
 -  The Christian gospel stands alone as the only way of salvation, completely incompatible with any 
 and all other religions. 
 
•  You don’t add Jesus to what you already have.  Jesus replaces everything you have. 
 -   Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
 me.” (John 14:6)  
 -  Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
 among men by which we must be saved.”  (Peter) 
 
•  Christianity isn’t compatible with Judaism or Buddhism or Mormonism or Islam. 
 -  We DON’T all pray to the SAME GOD and we AREN’T all going to the SAME PLACE. 
 
•  The religion of the Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptist was the old skin that couldn’t 
contain the new wine. 
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-  Tragically, rather than believe in Jesus, they chose to keep their dead, brittle, tattered and cracked old 
wineskins and refused the gospel. 
 
(1) AN ACCUSATION 
(2) AN EXPLANATION 
(3) AN ILLUSTRATION 
(4) AN APPLICATION (Mark 2:22c) 
 -  “But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”  (What did He mean by that?) 
 
Luke 5:39, “And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old is good.’” 
 
•  The easy thing for most people to do is hang on to their old, familiar religion. 
 -  The way we’ve always done it becomes more important than the truth. 
  •  What’s comfortable is more important than what’s biblical and right. 
 
WHAT COULD POSSIBLY BE WORTH HANGING ON TO IF IT TOOK YOU TO HELL? 
 
•  Think about it. Their traditions, rules and regulations, their religion kept them from JESUS. 
  
 
What’s keeping you from JESUS today? 


