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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #7                                     Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
 
 

“WHATEVER IT TAKES” 
(Text: Mark 2:1-12) 

 
ILL.  The brand new issue of WIRED magazine (June, 2013) has a fascinating feature article on where 
we’re headed. 
 “This is the language of the future: tiny intelligent things all around us, coordinating their activities.  
Coffeepots that talk to alarm clocks.  Thermostats that talk to motion sensors.  Factory machines that talk 
to the power grid and to boxes of raw material.  A decade after Wi-Fi put all our computers on a wireless 
network – and half a decade after the smartphone revolution put a series of pocketsize devices on that 
network – we are seeing the dawn of an era when the most mundane items in our lives can talk 
wirelessly among themselves, performing tasks on command giving us data we’ve never had before. 
 Imagine a factory where every machine, every room, feeds back information to solve problems on 
the production line.  Imagine a hotel room (like the ones at the Aria in Las Vegas) where the lights, the 
stereo, and the window shade are not just controlled from a central station but adjust to your 
preferences before you even walk in.  Think of a gym where the machines know your workout as soon 
as you arrive, or a medical device that can point toward the closest defibrillator when you have a heart 
attack.  Consider a hybrid car – like the new Ford Fusion – that can maximize energy efficiency by 
drawing down the battery as it nears a charging station.” 
 
•  Alex Hawkinson, founder of a DC-based startup called SmartThings, has built a house on 5 acres in 
Great Falls, Virginia, where more than 200 objects, from the garage door to the coffeemaker to his 
daughter’s trampoline, are all connected to a system where everything communicates 
 -  His office can automatically text his wife when he is leaving and at the same time tells the A/C 
 system to start powering up. 
 
•  Imagine a world where the sprinkler system at your house takes orders from moisture sensors that tell 
it when your lawn needs water. 
 -  Where your security camera activates the alarm and contacts an off-duty police officer nearby to 
 come by. 
 -  When you get a text from your pet’s dog tags because he left the yard and a sensor monitors 
 where he is headed. 
 -  Where your backyard basketball sport court tracks your shooting percentages. 
 -  When your swimming pool automatically heats up when there’s a barbecue on the calendar. 
 
•  Imagine a world where your favorite coffee shop is notified automatically when your vehicle is 
approaching and begins preparing your regular order. 
 -  Your smartphone notifies you one of your friends is close by. 
 -  Your office senses your car is close by and turns on your workstation. 
 -  When there’s a stock market crash your car is automatically instructed to head back to the office. 
 -  Your pantry at home provides you a list of what groceries you need. 
 -  Your refrigerator automatically tells you when you’re getting low on milk or butter. 
 
•  When you go shopping the cart you are using automatically crosses items off your shopping list on 
your smartphone as they are placed in the cart and calculates the total so you are handed a receipt and 
receive a “thanks for shopping with us” from the cashier when you check out. 
 -  Blinds open automatically.  Baby crying?  Soft music begins to play in his room. 
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•  Storm coming?  Sprinklers automatically shut off. 
 -  Car leaving?  House doors lock and security system is instantly armed. 
 
•  The article concludes:  “It’s unlikely we’ll ever have a house like Tony Stark’s Jarvis, chatting us up in 
urbane British accents about our built-in weapons systems.  But someday soon we’ll have a house that 
can warn us about a flood or keep an eye on our kids or turn off that stove when we forget – acts of 
genuine intelligence that will enrich our lives far more than any missile launcher ever could.” 
 
•  Our passage this morning involves a home, but not anything like that.   
 -  In fact, it pretty safe to say, this home had nothing but walls, windows, doors and a roof. 
 
But even that was about to change . . .  
 
READ:  Mark 2:1-12 
 
Verse 1, “And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.” 
 -  Jesus was from Nazareth but that wasn’t His home. 
 -  Luke 9:58, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
 lay his head.” 
 
Where was JESUS’ Home? 
 -  The city of Capernaum became his home and the headquarters for His ministry here on earth. 
  •  Matthew 9:1 says, “And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.” 
 
Where had Jesus been? 
•  Mark 1:38, “Let us go on to the next towns that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 
•  Mark 1:45, “Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people 
were coming to him from every quarter.” 
 
•  For several weeks, probably even months, Jesus had been away, preaching and teaching in the 
synagogues around Galilee, casting out demons and, no doubt, healing the sick. 
 -  Now, He’s come home to Capernaum and you’ll never guess what He’s doing? 
 
He’s . . . 
(1) PREACHING (Mark 2:1-2) 
 -  Vs. 2 says, “Many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door.  
 And He was preaching the word to them.” 
 -  Remember: that’s why He came (Mark 1:38; Luke 19:10). 
 -  Paul said, “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”  
  (1 Corinthians 1:21) 
 
•  There were so many people in the house and around the house, you couldn’t even get in the door. 
 -  This crowd was CURIOUS but they weren’t CONVERTED and weren’t interested in that. 
  •  They were attracted to the miracles.  They wanted to see the show. 
 
•  Crowds are no measure of spiritual success.  In fact, as awesome as all this was in Capernaum, later on 
Jesus pronounced a curse on the whole city. 
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Matthew 11:23-24, “And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven?  You will be brought down to 
Hades.  For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day.  But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the Day of Judgment for the land of Sodom than for 
you.” 
 
•  When you come to the edge of the Sea of Galilee today, they’ll show you the ruins of the ancient city 
of Capernaum.   
 -  It’s a pile of rubble, stone and stubble because its inhabitants didn’t know when their moment of 
 opportunity came. 
  •  Jesus was in their midst and they rejected Him. 
 
•  So Jesus is in the house and there’s a huge crowd. 
 -  Mark never says they came in repentance and faith. 
 -  They’re the spiritually uncommitted.  They’re not coming to submit to Jesus and follow Him. 
  •  They’ve come to see Jesus and get whatever they can from Him.  
 
•  Like the crowd in John 6 who came for the food but weren’t interested in faith or following the Lord. 
 -  They wanted bread but not “The Bread of Life” (John 6:35). 
 
So, first of all, we see . . . 
(1) PREACHING 
 
Then, 
(2) PERSISTENCE (Mark 2:3-4) 
 -  “And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men” (vs. 3). 
 -  Imagine the difficulty of carrying a man, who was most likely a quadriplegic, all the way to this 
 house. 
  •  Sure, there were four men.  But it still had to be quite a job to carry him over rough terrain,  
  uneven roads, if there even were roads to the house. 
 -  When they arrived they discovered there were too many people to get to Jesus. 
  •  But they’re not about to give up now.  They want to get their friend to Jesus. 
 
•  Do you realize most people will never come to Jesus unless someone else brings them? 
 -  Nowhere does the Bible tell sinners to “come to church.” 
 -  Instead the Bible says we’re to go out into the highways and byways and “compel” them to come 
 in.  (Luke 14:23). 
 -  We’re to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). 
  •  We’re to bring people to Jesus. 
 
•  That’s what these four men did.  And say whatever you want about them, they were persistent! 
 -  They’d heard about what Jesus had done and wanted Him to heal their friend. 
  •  Matthew 4:23-25 
  
Verse 4a.  “And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above 
him.”  (They were willing to do WHATEVER IT TAKES!) 
  
•  Remember JESUS is preaching!  Talk about a distraction. 
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•  Here He is, sharing His heart about the gospel, and parts of the roof start falling in front of Him. 
 
•  These four men had gone up the stairs on the outside of the house, taken tiles off the roof, and begun 
to remove the thatch covering of palm leaves, branches and straw mixed with mud, covering the beams 
over the room below. 
 -  I’ve tried to keep preaching while crying babies were being carried out, but never while someone 
 was digging a hole in the roof. 
 
Verse 4b.  “And when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.” 
 -  They did WHATEVER IT TOOK to get their friend to Jesus. 
 
(1) PREACHING, (2) PERSISTENCE, now notice: 
(3) PROVIDENCE (Mark 2:5-12) 
 -  When you do all you can do, God will step in and do all He can do. 
  •  And what Jesus does here is absolutely amazing. 
 
 (a) Finding Faith (vs. 5) 
  •   “And when Jesus saw their faith . . .” 
   -  They believed Jesus could heal their friend. 
 
•  If you and I really believe what we say we believe, we’d be bringing more of our friends to Christ. 
 
 -  They knew JESUS could change everything in their friend’s life. 
  •  So they did whatever it took to get him to Jesus. 
 
AND JESUS NOTICED . . . 
 -  Jesus saw “their faith” and spoke directly to the “paralytic.” 
 -  “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
  •  Here we have the two most wonderful words of the gospel:  son and forgiven! 
   -  The first word put him in the FAMILY of God.   
   -  The second word put him in the FELLOWSHIP of God (1 John 1:7-10). 
 
•  Some might say, “Well how many sins could a paralyzed man commit?” 
 -  Many of the Jews in that day believed all sickness and disease was the result of sin. 
  •  The paralytic may have believed that as well. 
 
 (b) Finding Fault (vs. 6-9) 
  •  “Some of the scribes were sitting there.” 
   -  They were the educated leaders of the Jewish nation. 
   -  The professional interpreters of the Mosaic Law. 
    •  They administered all the religious and civil codes. 
   -  They were regarded as the final authorities on historical and doctrinal matters. 
  •  No doubt, they’d been sent to check JESUS out. 
    
•  Not only did Jesus know they were there, but He also knew what was in their heads and hearts. 
 -  They weren’t saying anything out loud, but when Jesus spoke they had to be startled. 
  •  “How does He know what I was thinking?” 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

	  

Page Five 
 
1 Kings 8:39, “For you, you only know the hearts of all the children of mankind.” 
 
1 Chronicles 28:9, “For the Lord searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought.” 
 
•  Jesus wasn’t blaspheming God or pretending to be God – HE WAS GOD and was about to prove it. 
  
 (c) Finding Fruit (vs. 10-12) 
  •  Jesus issued three direct commands:  “Rise, pick up your bed, and go home!” 
  •  The Scribes thought they were dealing with a blasphemer and a false teacher. 
   -  “Why does this man speak like that?” 
 
Matthew 7:16.  Jesus said it would be easy to spot false prophets and phony pretenders. 
 -  “You will recognize them by their fruits.” 
 
Verse 12.  “And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they 
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We never saw anything like this!’” 
 -  Luke adds that the paralytic was glorifying God. 
  •  He got a NEW BODY and a NEW HEART. 
 
Three questions: 
1. Did Peter get a NEW ROOF?  (Scripture doesn’t address that.) 
 
2. What did the four men say to each other on the way home? 
 “Let’s go find someone else and bring him to Jesus.” 
 
3. What would you be willing to do to bring others to Jesus? 
 
 
Let’s be a church known all over the world and for all eternity for being willing to do . . . 
 
WHATEVER IT TAKES! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


