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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #6                                     Barry L. Cameron, Pastor 
 
 

“THE PRIORITY OF THIS GOSPEL” 
(Text: Mark 1:35-45) 

 
So far we’ve seen: 
1. The PURPOSE of This Gospel (Mark 1:1-3) 
2. The PROPHET of This Gospel (Mark 1:4-8) 
3. The PERSON of This Gospel (Mark 1:9-13) 
4. The PROCLAIMERS of This Gospel (Mark 1:14-20) 
5. The POWER of This Gospel (Mark 1:21-34) 
 
•  This morning, we want to look at: THE PRIORITY OF THIS GOSPEL. 
 
•  Last week, we ended with Jesus at the home of Simon Peter and Andrew. 
 
 -  Jesus preached in the synagogue there in Capernaum.   
 -  Wowed the crowd and scared the devil out the demons.  
  •  In fact, he cast those demons out of the man in the service. 
 -  They went to Simon Peter and Andrew’s house where Simon Peter’s mother-in-law was sick. 
  •  Jesus healed her and she got up and served them all. 
 -  When sundown came, the whole city showed up to see Jesus and get help for their sick. 
  
  Verse 36.  The next morning, Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John go looking for Jesus. 
 -  They found him out in a desolate place where He’d been praying. 
 
And they discovered . . . 
(1) HIS COMPULSION (Mark 1:35-39) 
 -  Verse 35.  After an incredibly exhausting night of ministering to all the people who came to  
 Simon Peter and Andrew’s house, Jesus got up early the next morning to get alone and pray. 
  •  Jesus had a body of flesh and blood just like you and I do. 
  •  He got tired and needed rest just like we do. 
 -  But He got up, “while it was still dark” to get alone with the Father and spend time in prayer. 
 
•  He needed to get alone with His Father in Heaven, just like we do. 
 -  His outer man had been renewed by a few hours of sleep. 
 -  Now His inner man needed to be renewed, too. 
 
•  He didn’t dare begin the day without direction from His Father. 
 -  He didn’t dare begin the day without protection from His Father.   
  •  That’s why He got away to a quiet place for some time alone with His Father. 
 
Verse 36.  Simon and the others showed up and told Jesus: “Everyone is looking for you.” 
 -  This was a reference to people from the town of Capernaum who had showed back up. 
  •  Was this the same crowd or new people?  People from other towns? 
 
•  Regardless, the crowds were back and the inference was that Simon Peter and the others wanted 
Jesus to go back to Capernaum and capitalize on the moment. 
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•  Luke tells us they wanted him to stay there and sought to keep Him from leaving (Luke 4:42). 
 -  He was popular now.   
 -  They wanted Jesus to capitalize on the excitement and buzz from the previous night’s healings. 
   
•  But Jesus would have none of it.  That wasn’t His priority.  That wasn’t why He came. 
 -  Verse 38.  Jesus responded to them: “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, 
 for that is why I came out.” 
 
•  His PRIORITY was the PREACHING of This Gospel – not healing people. 
 -  HEALING is TEMPORARY.  SALVATION is ETERNAL. 
 
Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
Mark 2:17, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” 
 -  The world’s greatest disease, the greatest threat to man isn’t some sickness.  It’s SIN! 
 
•  In Luke 4, prior to our text, Jesus came to Nazareth and stood up in the synagogue there and read 
from ISAIAH 61, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good news . . . to preach . . . to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound.” 
 
Mark 1:39, “And he (Jesus) went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out 
demons.” 
 -  JESUS’ priority wasn’t SICKNESS.  It was SIN.  Still is. 
  •  HEALING is TEMPORARY.  SALVATION is ETERNAL. 
 
•  JESUS’ PRIORITY WAS PREACHING.  That’s how you call sinners to repentance. 
 -  That’s how you seek and save the lost. 
 
Romans 10:13-17.  The priority of PREACHING. 
 
•  JESUS was compelled to PREACH. 
 -  Paul said, “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel”  (1 Corinthians 9:16). 
 
•  Jesus did heal people and still does today.  But that was never His priority. 
 -  There is a biblical gift of healing.  But I don’t believe anyone possesses that gift today. 
   
FASTEN YOUR SEAT BELT AND LISTEN CAREFULLY:  I really do care about the sick and suffering.  But 
I also want to be biblically correct and have you know the truth. 
 -  If the biblical gift of healing were present today, there would be no one in a hospital anywhere. 
  •  There would be no funeral homes, no tears, no sorrow, no suffering. 
  •  We could just have people with the gift of healing show up when sickness or death shows up. 
 
ILL.  Like the recent bombings in Boston. 
 -  There’d be no need for people to have their limbs amputated or their sight lost or their lives 
 ruined.  (By the way, you haven’t seen any of those healers showing up at those hospitals.) 
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Stay with me . . . 
 
•  There have always been false teachers, false healers, who claim to be able to heal, who prey on 
people’s sicknesses and sufferings. 
 -  They prey on people with disabilities for the sake of money. 
 
One commentator said, “You don’t get any lower than to get rich by promising a healing to suffering 
people, a healing you cannot deliver, and a healing God does not promise.  Every time I hear Benny Hinn 
and his ilk say if you send me your seed faith, you send me your money, I’ll pray over your letter and God 
will send you a healing.  I grieve in my heart.  Those false promises prey on desperate people and the 
world is full of them.  To me it is a kind of blasphemy because the net effect is, you got all my money, I’m 
still sick.  I reject your God.  It’s horrendous.” 
 
•  I wish I had the biblical gift of healing.  I’d leave this service and head to the hospitals and the nursing 
homes.  Then I’d stop by the cemeteries on the way home. 
 
Six realities about the healings of Jesus: 
1. He healed with a word or a touch. 
 -  Peter’s mother-in-law.  He rebuked the fever and took her by the hand and lifted her up. 
2. He healed people instantly. 
 -  Peter’s mother –in law.  The Centurion’s servant in Matthew 8:13.  (Jesus wasn’t even there.) 
 -  Mark 5:25-29.  The woman with an issue of blood. 
 -  The Ten Lepers in Luke 17. 
  •  Jesus healed instantaneously. 
3. He healed completely. 
 -  Mark 1.  Peter’s mother-in-law was healed completely.  Totally. 
 -  She didn’t sit up and eat some soup.  She got up and served. 
4. He healed everybody. 
 -  In Luke’s parallel account it says, “Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who 
 were sick with various diseases brought them to him (Jesus) and He laid His hands on every one of 
 them and healed them.”  (Luke 4:40). 
5. He healed organic disease. 
 -  He didn’t heal lower back pain.  He healed people who were paralyzed and couldn’t walk. 
 -  He didn’t heal blurred vision.  He cured total blindness. 
  •  When Jesus healed people it was for things that were undeniably supernatural. 
6. He raised people from the dead. 
 -  Luke 7:11-17.  Jesus raised a widow’s son from the dead. 
 -  John 11:43-44.  He raised Lazarus, who’d been dead for four days. 
 
•  Again, if there were people who could do that today, they’d empty the cemeteries. 
 -  And it would be on CNN, ABC, NBC, FOX, you name it. 
 
•  Jesus could heal anyone and everyone.  But that was never His PRIORITY. 
 -  His compulsion was to preach. 
   
•  His PRIORITY was PREACHING so that people could be delivered from the greatest disease that has 
devastated millions of people and doomed them to an eternity in Hell:  SIN! 
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(1) HIS COMPULSION 
(2) HIS COMPASSION (Mark 1:40-45) 
 -  Remember the miracles were never the issue to Jesus.  The message was. 
 -  Verse 38, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came.” 
 -  There is a considerable amount of time that transpires between vs. 39 and vs. 40. 
  •  Matthew tells us this account took place after the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 8:1-4). 
 -  Jesus encounters a LEPER. 
 
William Barclay describes what a LEPER looks like:  “The whole appearance of the face is changed, till 
the man loses his human appearance and looks, as the ancients said, ‘like a lion or a satyr.’  The nodules 
grow larger and larger.  They ulcerate.  From them there comes a foul discharge.  The eyebrows fall out, 
the eyes become staring.  The voice becomes hoarse, and the breath wheezes because of the 
ulceration of the vocal cords.  The hands and the feet always ulcerate.  Slowly the sufferer becomes a 
mass of ulcerated growths.  The average course of the disease is nine years, and it ends in mental 
decay, coma, and ultimately death.  The sufferer becomes utterly repulsive – both to himself and to 
others.” 
 
•  Scripture doesn’t talk about HEALING leprosy.  It only talks about CLEANSING leprosy. 
 -  So the LEPER kneels in front of Jesus and says, “If you will, you can make me clean.” 
  •  The man knew Jesus had the power but he didn’t know if Jesus would want to cleanse him. 
 
Verse 41.  “Moved with pity (compassion), He stretched out His hand and touched him . . .” 
 -  Do you know how shocking that would’ve been to that LEPER? 
  •  He wasn’t allowed to touch anyone and no one was allowed to touch him. 
   -  Jesus’ first response is to reach out and touch him. 
 
•  Jesus didn’t cleanse him because of his faith or even because he knelt before him in humility. 
 -  Jesus healed all kinds of people who didn’t exercise any faith at all. 
  •  He healed people who didn’t believe in Him. 
  •  He healed people who didn’t show Him any respect. 
  •  He healed people who didn’t bow down to Him. 
  •  He healed people who didn’t call Him, Lord. 
 -  Most people He healed didn’t believe in Him. 
  •  He healed them whether they had faith or not. 
 -  He cast demons out of people who didn’t necessarily want Him to do that. 
  •  The demons certainly didn’t want to be expelled. 
 
Luke 4:40 says He healed everybody without regard to their faith or lack of faith. 
 
SO WHAT MOVED JESUS HERE?  I believe it was His compassion for a man living with the results of sin. 
 -  This is the heart of God moved by the suffering in this world caused by sin. 
 
Dr. Jerry Vines: “We know leprosy actually came out of the Garden of Eden.  Adam himself became a 
carrier of the diseases and miseries that have afflicted humankind ever since.  When the door of Eden 
was opened, all kinds of diseases came pouring out into this world like poisonous gasses.  Every time 
the Israelites saw a leper they saw a walking sermon.  They saw miserably portrayed in front of them 
what sin could do in their lives.” 
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“It was a picture of the foulness, fearfulness, and devastating nature of sin . . . The Bible portrays sin like 
leprosy – vile, degrading, and terrible.  Sin starts off innocently.  It starts small.  One day the leper finds a 
little white spot.  It doesn’t seem serious.” 
 
Verse 41.  Jesus says four words:  “I will.  Be clean!” 
 -  “And immediately the leprosy left him and he was made clean (vs. 42). 
 
THEN SOMETHING STRANGE HAPPENS . . . (vs. 43-44) 
 -  Jesus tells him not to say anything to anyone. 
 -  He was to go to the priest and show himself to be cleansed from leprosy.  
  •  Once the priest verified his cleansed condition, he could start living again. 
 
Verse 45. “But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could 
no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from 
every quarter.” 
 
•  It’s hard to find fault with a man whose life was so radically changed. 
  
 -  From a LEPER to living again.  From an OUTCAST to a celebrity who stood head and  shoulders 

above everyone else now because of what he’d experienced. 
 
•  But what happened was that the miracle actually hindered the message. 
 -  It made it harder for Jesus to preach the good news. 
 
Two observations: 
1. People are still more interested in the miracles than the message. 
 -  Instead of asking, “what must I do to be saved,” they ask, “what can Jesus do for me to improve 
 my  life?” 
 
2. Jesus told the man not to tell anyone and he told everyone. 
 -  Jesus tells us to tell everybody and we tell nobody. 
 
Let’s pray. 

 


