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“MARK” Series, Message #54                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE DAY GOD BURIED HIS SON” 
(Text: Mark 15:33-47) 

 
READ: Mark 15:33-47 
 
•  According to 1 Corinthians 15:3, “The Gospel message is that “Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures ...”  
  
•  The mockers and revilers and ridiculers said, “If you’re really the Son of God, come down from that 
cross and save yourself!” 
 -  JESUS stayed on the cross because He WAS the SON of GOD 
  •  He stayed on the Cross to save us. 
   
•  Don’t think for a moment He didn’t possess the power to stop everything and anihilate everyone 
present.   
 -  But the CROSS wasn’t about HIM. It was about YOU and ME. 
 Luke 19:10 says, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake God made Him (Jesus) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in  
 Him, (Jesus) we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
•  What Jesus did those SIX HOURS when He was on the CROSS made possible our redemption. 
 -  His sacrifice, on our behalf, made possible our being able to be forgiven of our sins. 
 -  His pain and suffering made possible our being able to be free from the penalty of sin. 
 -  His death made possible our being able to have LIFE and to have it more abundantly, for all 
 eternity. 
 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life.”  
 
•  The CROSS is God’s PLUS SIGN to the world. [Show 2 pictures of our cross.] 
 -  That’s why I love the CROSS on top of our church. (We designed it to face every direction.) 
     
•  Once you come to the CROSS everything adds up. Until you come to the CROSS, nothing adds up. 
  
•  But when you come to the CROSS, God will divide you from the devil, subtract your sins, add His  
forgiveness and multiply your joy for all eternity. 
 
•  Everything changes when you come to the CROSS.  
 -  Life begins at the CROSS. You can find hope at the CROSS. 
 
Verse 33. “And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour.” 
 -  The SIXTH HOUR would be noon according to the Jewish day which began at 6 a.m. (sunrise). 
 -  Total darkness covered the land. 
  •  It was as if all creation went into mourning. 
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One commentator said: “At high noon, the sun went out. Darkness reigned from Dan to Beersheba; from 
the river to the sea; in every city, town and hamlet; in every vale, and on every hill. People crept about 
their homes, thinking that the end of the world had come. The work of creation was done in the light 
(Gen. 1:3); the work of redemption was done in the dark. And how great and awful was that darkness! It 
was a darkness like that which blanketed Egypt, a darkness that could be felt (Ex. 10:21), a darkness like 
that which overwhelmed Abraham. The darkness lasted until three o’ clock in the afternoon, the time of 
the evening sacrifice.” 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “At noon, a miraculous darkness came over the land, and all creation sympathized with 
the Creator as He suffered. This was indeed a miracle and not some natural phenomenon, such as a 
sand storm or an eclipse. It would not be possible to have an eclipse during full moon at Passover. By 
means of this darkness, God was saying something to the people.” 
 
Verse 34, “And at the ninth hour ...” we hear: 
(1) THE CRY (Mark 15:34-37) 
 -  “Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, 
 why have you forsaken me?’” 
  This is the only time in the N.T. Jesus ever referred to God this way. 
  •  Every other time, He called Him Father. 
  •  But here He is feeling His Father’s absence. 
 
Jesus made SEVEN STATEMENTS from the CROSS (three of them before the darkness came): 
1. “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
2. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
3. “Woman, behold your son!” to Mary. Then, “Behold your mother!” to John (John 19:26- 27)  
 
•  When the darkness fell, there was silence.  
 -  There’s no way for us to comprehend what the Lord suffered during those hours of darkness 
 when He, who knew no sin, was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
One commentator said: “During those dread hours, God visited upon our divine substitute the sin of the 
whole world. This was the climax of all his woes. It was the prospect of this final ordeal that had 
overwhelmed Him in Gethsemane. This was the ultimate horror – to be made sin. The Lord was a brave 
Man. He could have suffered the pain of crucifixion without a word. After all, thousands of people had 
suffered death by crucifixion. It was commonplace enough in those days in the Roman Empire. But to be 
made sin! To be abandoned by God! That was what He dreaded.” 
 
At the NINTH HOUR, He expressed the agony of His soul, when He cried out: 
4. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) 
 
Verses 35-36. Some standing nearby misunderstood what He was saying and thought He was calling for 
Elijah. 
 -  They even tried to give Him a drink on a sponge of wine mixed with myrrh to dull the pain. 
 
Then, Jesus said: 
5. “I thirst.” (John 19:28) 
 -  A kind soldier nearby, gave Him a drink of sour wine, from a sponge on a hyssop branch. 
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6. “It is finished.” (John 19:30). 
7. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” (Luke 23:46) 
 -  Luke says JESUS called out with a loud voice. 
 -  Mark says “JESUS uttered a loud cry and breathed His last” (Mark 15:37) 
   
One commentator said: “Jesus did not die from weakness and exhaustion. The Jews did not kill him The 
Romans did not kill him. No device of man could kill him. He knew that all was now accomplished, so He 
sovereignly dismissed His spirit by a deliberate act of His will. And He did so with a ringing, triumphant 
shout!”  
 Isaiah 53:10, “Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer ...” 
 John 4:34, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” 
 
(1) THE CRY 
(2) THE CURTAIN (Mark 15:38) 
 -  “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.” 
 -  There were actually two remarkable events that occurred at the very moment when Jesus died: 
  #1 – The curtain or veil in the Temple, separating the Holy of Holies from the rest of the   
  Temple, was supernaturally ripped in two, from top to bottom. 
  #2 – There was an earthquake and all kinds of dead people came out of their graves (Matthew 
  27:51-52). 
 
Quick note: This may be the most overlooked aspect of the death of Jesus. There were all kinds of 
saints raised from the dead, when He died. And they went back into Jerusalem and appeared to many. 
(Matthew 27:53).  
 
SO, WAS GOD ABSENT AT THE CROSS? NO. 
 -  He showed up at Calvary. He showed up in the darkness. He showed up in the earthquake. He 
 showed up in the ripping of the veil and He showed up opening the graves and giving life to 
 dead saints. 
 -  God made His presence known. 
 
•  When the CURTAIN in the Temple was ripped from top to bottom, God was making a HUGE statement. 
 -  Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, the way into the presence of God had been opened for 
 good. 
 -  It marked the end of the High Priesthood and the end of the Levitical Priesthood. 
 -  It signified the end of the sacrificial system, because there was no more need for another 
 sacrifice.  
 -  It was the end of the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place and the Temple itself. 
  •  The whole religious system was set aside as JESUS was magnified.  
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “Why was the veil torn in two? It was God’s dramatic way of saying for all time and for 
all people that the way into his heart is wide open. God is not planning revenge. All those who gathered 
around the cross in hatred and malice against Jesus – every one of them is welcome to come back. That 
is what the rent veil means. The penalty has been paid for the hateful, the cruel, the ignorant, the selfish, 
the empty headed thrill seekers. The way is wide open and God is waiting to restore the hopeless, the 
helpless, and the fearful.” 
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(1) THE CRY 
(2) THE CURTAIN 
(3) THE CONFESSION (Mark 15:39) 
 -  “And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 
 said, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!’” 
 -  Let that sink in for a moment. The soldier in charge, the centurion, is professsing faith in Christ. 
 -  Most likely, he’d been an eyewitness to everything that had happened. 
  •  The arrest in the garden, the phony trials, abuse, mocking, spitting, punching & ridicule. 
 
•  He watched JESUS take it all without fighting back. No retaliation. 

-  He’d seen the darkness. Experienced the earthquake and probably saw people coming out of 
the graves because there was a garden nearby with tombs. He may have been told about what 
happened in the Temple with the curtain. 

  
•  He heard everything Jesus said, including, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
 -  He knew this was no ordinary man and after seeing Who Jesus really was, he said, “Truly this 
 man was the Son of God!” 
 
Luke 23:48 tells us the crowds left “beating their breasts.” They were upset. It wasn’t so funny now. 
 -  After the darkness and horrific earthquakes had scared them. 
 -  After they’d heard what had happened in the Temple. 
 -  They had to be walking away saying, “What are we going to do now?” 
 
We don’t know if any of those people, like the Centurion, believed on the spot. 
 -  But we have to believe some of them were a part of the 3,000 people, on the Day of Pentecost, 
 who were cut to the heart and said, “What must we do to be saved?” (Acts 2:37). 
 
Acts 6:7 tells us, “And the Word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” 
 
(4) THE COMPANY (Mark 15:40-41) 
 -  Matthew 27:55 says, “There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had 
 followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him.” 
 -  All of the disciples, except John, were nowhere to be found. 
  
Warren Wiersbe: “It is touching to see how the women stood near the cross to the very end. John had 
also been there, but he had taken Mary, our Lord’s mother, to his own home where he could care for her 
(John 19:25-27). Faithful women were the last at the cross on Friday and the first at the tomb on Sunday. 
What a contrast to the disciples who had boasted that they would die for Him! The church of Jesus Christ 
owes much to the sacrific and devotion of believing women.” 
 
•  No doubt, there were a number of women there. True disciples. Faithful followers. Genuine believers. 
   
 Mark identifies some of them for us: 
 (a) Mary Magdalene, who would also be the first eyewitness of the Resurrection. 
 (b) Mary, the mother of James the younger and of Joses 
  •  This James is James, the son of Alphaeus, one of the Twelve (Matthew 10:3). 
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 (c) Salome. She was the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
REMEMBER: SALOME, was the one who came to Jesus and asked if her two sons could sit on His right 
and His left in the kingdom (Matthew 20:21). 
 -  Nicknamed by Jesus, “the sons of Thunder.” (James and John) 
 
 
Verse 41. “When Jesus was in Galilee, they followed Him and ministered to Him, and there were also 
many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.” 
 
Verse 42. “And when evening had come ...” The sun hadn’t gone down yet, but it was fast approaching. 
 
Notice ... 
(5) THE COMPANIONS (Mark 15:42-46) 
 -  “Since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a 
 respected member of the Council (THE SANHEDRIN), who was also himself looking for the 
 kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.” 
 -  This is an amazing verse.  
 
Let me show you why. (John 19:31) 
 “Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the 
 Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken 
 and that they might be taken away.” 
 
•  The Jewish leaders didn’t have a problem killing Jesus. But they didn’t want to defile their man-made 
Sabbath regulations. 
 -  They wanted the bodies taken down, and most likely thrown into the Valley of Gehenna. 
   
•  It became a metaphor for Hell, because all kinds of garbage and dead bodies were burned there 
continually. 
 -  They would’ve loved nothing more than for Jesus to be dumped in a common criminal’s   
 grave. 
 
But that’s not what happened.  (John 19:32-37) When the soldiers came, they saw Jesus was already 
dead and didn’t have to break his legs, which would’ve hastened his death. 
 -  Just to be sure, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear. (Blood & water came out.) 
 
One commentator said: “How did it actually happen. What was the pathology of His death. John 19:34 
might give us a hint. “One of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear,’ this is just to be absolutely 
certain. ‘And immediately blood and water came out.’ Under certain stressful cirumstances, the heart can 
actually burst, causing blood to spill into the pericardium, mixed with lymphatic fluid. Apparently that’s 
what happened. Jesus literally willed His own heart to burst. Psalm 69:20 says, ‘Reproach has broken My 
heart, ruptured My heart’.” 
 
John 19:35, John says, “He who saw it has borne witness – his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 
telling the truth – that you also may believe.” (“I saw it with my own eyes. Jesus was dead.”) 
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Mark 15:43. Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the SanHedrin, stepped forward and said, “Let 
me take the body.” 
 
Verse 46. Joseph and Nicodemus (John 19:39) took Jesus’ body, wrapped Him in a linen shroud and 
laid Him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 
 
John 19:41 says, “Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 
tomb in which no one had yet been laid.” [Show pictures of the garden and the tomb.] 
 
 -  Joseph had probably purchased that area and that tomb for himself and his family. 
 
Isaiah 53:9, “His grave was planned to be with the wicked, but His grave turned out to be with the rich.” 
 
(6) THE CONCLUSION (Mark 15:46c-47) 
 -  A stone was rolled in front of the entrance to the tomb. The two Marys saw it. 
 -  But it wasn’t good enough for the Jewish leaders. They wanted it more secure. 
  • They knew they weren’t in control anymore. They never were. 
 
Matthew 27:62-66. So the next day, Saturday, they went to Pilate and told him how Jesus said He’d rise 
from the dead and told Pilate he needed to station a guard there to make sure it didn’t happen. 
  •  They didn’t want any more surprises. 
 
•  In less than 24 hours, they were about to get the BIGGEST SURPRISE of their lives. 


