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“MARK” Series, Message #53                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE CRUCIFIXION” 
(Text: Mark 15:16-32) 

 
READ: Mark 15:16-32 
 
•  For the past several weeks, we’ve been traveling down The Road to our Redemption. 
 -  Looking at each of the events that happened in the final days and hours of our Lord, leading up 
 to the CROSS. 
  
•  Today, we come to the Cross. 
 -  Everyone has to come to Cross. 
  •  Calvary stands at the crossroads of HISTORY and ETERNITY. 
 
Mark 15:22, tells us they brought Jesus “to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 
 -  I’ve stood there. [Show 2 pictures of Golgotha] 
 -  It still looks like a skull and is the place where most scholars believe Jesus was crucified. 
  •  There’s a garden next to it, with burial tombs. 
   -  Which is hard to ignore, as we’ll see later. 
 
•  It’s been a long night. The phony, illegal trials are over.  
 -  Jesus has appeared before Annas, Caiaphas, the Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod and Pilate again. 
 
Verse 15 tells us,‘“So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having 
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.” 
 
•  None of the gospel writers really describe the crucifixion or the scourging of Jesus. 
 
One commentator said: “The word ‘delivered’ at the end of verse 15 is a technical word that can be 
used to refer to handing over a prisoner to judgment. That’s exactly what he did. According to Luke 
23:16, Pilate said, ‘I will punish Him and release Him.’ In other words, He’s not guitly of anything, my 
sense of justice will not allow me to kill Him. I will punish Him. That should be enough for the people. So 
Mark simply says he had Jesus scourged.  
 This was a flogging, with a wooden handle wrapped with leather. The leather extended in multiple 
leather thongs. At the end of those thongs, embedded into the leather were bits of sharp bone and 
stone and metal. And the beating was carried out by two lictors who alternated blows and they kept it up 
until the flesh was virtually destroyed on the back. 
 The body was stretched and in some cases, stretched on a flat table with arms extended and locked 
in that position, with legs extended as well, so the back was taut and the lashing would take place. Other 
times, the prisoner would be tied to a post with suspended feet so that the back was stretched. Other 
times, the prisoner would be hung from the ceiling with suspended feet. And then the blows would be 
given. The flesh was torn and lacerated all the way down to the bone itself. And the record tells us that 
deep veins and arteries, sometimes entrails and organs were exposed and sometimes death occurred. 
The muscles would be shredded as well as the skin.” 
 
• After the scourging and before the crucifixion, we pick up the story in vs. 16.  
 -  This is a severely battered, bruised, bleeding, lacerated, wounded Jesus. 
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•  He’s almost unrecognizable now, because of the open wounds, ripped flesh, and all the blood. 
 -  “And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters).” 
 
•  They called the entire battalion together. 600 soldiers. 1/10th of a Roman legion (6,000 soldiers).  
 
The first thing we notice is: 
(1) THE CROWN (Mark 15:16-20) 
 -  “They clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 
 -  Mark says the robe was purple. Matthew says it was scarlet. 
  •  Roman soldiers wore a scarlet covered mantle over their uniform. 
  •  A scarlet colored mantle worn by a soldier over a long period of time would’ve faded   
  because of the sun, wear and tear, etc., so scarlet would become a faded red or purple. 
 -  The robe was an unintended symbol of what God was doing in all of this. 
 Isaiah 1:18, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they   
 are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”  
 
Dr. MacArthur: “Jesus’ face was swollen from the slaps and beatings He received from the Temple 
police and was covered with spittle from His Jewish tormentors. He was bleeding profusely from the 
scourging, with terrible lacerations from His shoulders down, exposing muscles, ligaments, blood 
vessels, and perhaps even internal organs. Because He had not spoken for the past hour or so, the 
soldiers may have considered Him mentally deranged and worthy only of ridicule. They played Him as 
the fool, making sport of the comments they had overheard about His claim to kingship.” 
 
Verses 17-18. “And twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began to salute him, 
‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling 
down in homage to him.” 
 
 -  Like the scarlet robe, the crown of thorns became another unintended symbol of the sins Jesus 
 was about to take upon Himself. 
 -  Genesis 3:18 tells us that after the FALL, thorns and thistles became painful reminders of the 
 curse sin had brought into the world. 
 
•  The REED was a fake scepter, mocking a fake king. 
 -  The reed was mimicking a monarch’s scepter, the symbol of authority and power. 
  •  They were saying, “You have no authority and you have no power.” 
   -  They didn’t have a clue how wrong they were. 
 
Verse 19. With the CROWN of thorns on His head, which were 6-8 inches in length, they kept hitting Him 
on the head. 
 -  The word used here means “a stick.” 
  •  It would have been more like a bamboo-type stick that grows along the Jordan River and the 
  Dead Sea in some places. 
 
Verse 20. “And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. And they led him out to crucify him.” 
 
•  Jesus is on His way to Calvary.  
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They’re taking Him to: 
(2) THE CROSS (Mark 15:21—26) 
 -  John tells us, “So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The 
 Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha” (John 19:17). 
 -  But along the way, Mark says, “they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 
 in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus to carry his cross.” 
 
Three quick thoughts: 
#1  -  This should’ve been another SIMON. Not SIMON of CYRENE. But SIMON PETER. 
 -  Remember PETER had said, “Lord, if I must die with you, I will not deny you.” 
  •  But he’s nowhere to be found. None of the disciples are. 
 
#2 -  Mark makes sure we know this SIMON is from Cyrene, on the northern coast of Africa and he’s  
 the father of RUFUS and ALEXANDER. 
 -  Mark is writing his gospel to Romans. He’s writing to the church at Rome. 
  •  He wants them to know that the man who helped Jesus carry the cross was someone they  
  knew. 
  •  PAUL mentions RUFUS and his mother in Romans 16:13. 
 
#3 -  Simon was “compelled” to serve. He was pressed into service. 
  •   A lot of people go to church out of compulsion. They don’t really want to be there. 
   -  Maybe their parents make them go. Or they go to keep a spouse happy. 
  •  Many people have come to know Christ not because they planned on it. But God did. 
  •  Simon became a believer and his family became an integral part of the church in Rome. 
 
Verse 22. “And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).” 
 [Show 2 more pictures of Golgotha and leave up until quote is finished.] 
 
Dr. Phillips: “Golgotha! The word itself has a gruesome sound, like the word ghost or the word ghoul. It 
means ‘the place of a skull.’ Visitors to Jerusalem can still see a skull-shaped hilll, thought by many to be 
the true Golgotha. It was a fitting place indeed for men to murder their Maker and for the Jews to murder 
their Messiah. A skull has a grisly, grinning resemblance to a face. But it is shorn of all that makes a face 
a face – dancing eyes, mobile lips, changing expressions, warmth and glow. All that remains are teeth 
and bone and a sardonic grin. 
 That was where they crucified Him, the Lord of life and glory. The four Evangelists hurry over the 
dreadful details: the piercing nails, the hammer blows, the searing, stabbing pain, the violent jerk as the 
cross was hauled aloft and dropped into its waiting hole, the heat and flies and tormenting thirst, and the 
cramping muscles and screaming tendons. Jesus endured it all.” 
 
Verse 23. “And they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh ...” 
 -  Prisoners who were being crucified were offered a cup of wine, along with myrrh to help deaden 
 the pain. 
  •  Jesus refused it (vs. 23b). He would drink the cup of the Father’s wrath with full awareness  
  and full consciousness. 
 
Verse 24. Mark simply says, “And they crucified him.” 
 -  Nothing more is offered or added. 
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One commentator said: “Death usually came by asphyxiation because eventually, without any kind of 
relief, without any water, without any kind of protection, with bugs flying into your eyes, ears and mouth 
and you fighting and wrestling against the wounds, exaggerating the bleeding and unable to finally pull 
yourself up or push yourself up, the weight of the body drove the lungs to empty and one couldn’t 
breathe and died a horrible death.” 
 
•  Mark also notes they gambled over his garments to decide who’d get what. 
 -  That was a fulfillment of Psalm 22:18. 
 
Verse 25.  “And it was the THIRD HOUR when they crucified him.” 
 
  THREE specific hours are mentioned in Mark 15: 
  1. The THIRD hour (vs. 25). 
  2. The SIXTH hour (vs. 33). 
  3. The NINTH hour (vs. 33-34). 
 
•  The Jews counted time from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 -  That means the THIRD hour would be 9 a.m. 
 -  The SIXTH hour would be noon. 
 -  The NINTH hour would be 3 p.m. 
 
•  JESUS would be on the CROSS for SIX HOURS. 
 -  He would die at 3 p.m., the same time the Jews would be slaughtering all the Passover lambs. 
  
•  God was carefully coordinating all the details. 
 
Verse 26. There was a sign put on top of the CROSS by Pilate, that was a shot at the Jewish leaders. 
 -  When you put all the gospel accounts together, the full statement would’ve been: “This is Jesus of 
 Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”   
  •  And it was written in THREE LANGUAGES: Aramaic, Latin and Greek (John 19:20). 
 
•  The Jewish leaders protested and told Pilate not to put JESUS, The King of the Jews. 
 -  But Pilate told them, “What I have written, I have written.” (John 19:22) 
 
•  Earlier, the Jewish leaders had backed Pilate into a corner where he had no way out but to give in to 
their demands. 
 -  Pilate got them back with the sign he had the soldiers make and put on the Cross. 
 
Notice next ... 
(3) THE CRIMINALS (Mark 15:27) 
 -  “And with him they crucified two robbers one on his right and one on his left.” 
 
Jerry Vines: “Three crosses were there that day, and one of those thieves got saved. Mark didn’t record 
it, but Luke did. One man died IN SIN; one man died TO SIN; one man died FOR SIN. Thank God for that 
middle cross.” 
 
Isaish 53:12 said, “He was numbered with the transgressors.” Counted along with common criminals. 
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One commentator said: This “friend of sinners” died in the company of those whom He had come to 
seek and to save. To one of them He became a friend and before it was all over, Jesus opened the gates 
of paradise for him. The other went on mocking until his mouth was shut by death.” 
 
One more ... 
(4) THE CROWD (Mark 15:29-32) 
 -  “And those who passed by derided him ...” 
 -  Here is Jesus, dying on a cross and people are mocking and ridiculing him. 
 -  Jesus is bleeding, dying and suffering as no human being ever suffered and died. 
  •  And the people who pass by mock, jeer and abuse Him. 
 
Verse 29, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, and come 
down from the cross!” 
 -  They had no idea their only hope of escaping Hell was for Him to stay where He was. 
 
Verses 31-32.  The religious leaders, the chief priests and scribes, chime in, “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and 
believe.” 
 -  Can you believe the magnitude of their hypocrisy? 
 
•  Jesus did come down. They took Him down and put Him in a grave. 
 -  Three days later He came out of the grave. 
 -  Did they believe? When the word came that He had risen from the dead, did they believe? No! 
 
•  It’s because Jesus didn’t come down from that cross that we believe in Him.  
 -  It’s not that He COULD NOT come down. It’s that He WOULD NOT come down. 
 
Verse 32b. “Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.” 
 -  Why not? The crowd was mocking Him. The clergy (the religious leaders) were mocking Him. 
 
Luke 23:39 says one of the criminals who was crucified next to Jesus, railed at Him, saying, ‘Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!’” 
 -  You’ve heard the old saying, “There’s no honor among thieves ...” 
 
•  One of the criminals, hanging on his own cross alongside Jesus, thought Jesus was fair game for his 
wicked words. 
 -  The only explanation? Satan was behind it. 
 
The other criminal responded. Listen to his words in Luke 23:40-42. 
 
Verse 43. “And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’” 
 
 •  The same offer is available to us today. 
 
 -  Are we going to MOCK HIM or MEET HIM as Savior and Lord? 


