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“MARK” Series, Message #52                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“JUSTICE DENIED” 
(Text: Mark 14:53-15:15) 

 
•  If you’ve ever been wronged, you know how much it hurts. 
 -  To be lied about, misrepresented, taken advantage of, falsely accused, cheated, overlooked, 
 gossipped about, slandered, maybe even sued. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  famously said: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 
 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, (Russian novelist & historian who was imprisoned because he confronted 
injustice in the former Soviet Union) said: “In keeping silent about evil, in burying it so deep within us that 
no sign of it appears on the surface, we are implanting it, and it will rise up a thousand fold in the future. 
When we neither punish nor reproach evildoers, we are not simply protecting their trivial old age, we are 
thereby ripping the foundations of justice from beneath new generations.” 
 
•  In other words, there must be JUSTICE! 
 -  In our world, people talk about “the scales of Justice,” referring to the balance of fairness. 
  •  There has to be a place where good is rewarded and evil is punished.  
  •  There has to be a place where truth can be found and wrongs can be made right. 
   
•  When people say, “I want my day in court,” they’re saying, “I want JUSTICE!” 
  
•  Here in America, you will often see a statue of a lady called LADY JUSTICE, in or around a courthouse, 
blindfolded and holding a pair of scales. 
 -  It’s a reminder of our system of justice. 
 -  JUSTICE is supposed to be blind to a person’s race, religion, riches or lack thereof. 
  
•  Many attribute the scales of justice back to ancient Egypt or mythological origins. 
 
But in reality, the scales of JUSTICE come from Almighty God. 
 -  He is the ultimate JUDGE and His Word the ultimate authority. (Regardless of what man says.) 
 
Proverbs 16:11, “Honest scales and balances belong to the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his 
making.” 
 
Proverbs 20:23, “The Lord detests differing weights, and dishonest scales do not please him.” 
 
•  In the Book of Revelation, when the world is rapidly coming to an end, the Bible says, “When the Lamb 
opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, ‘Come!’ I looked, and there before me was a 
black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand.”  
 
•  In our text this morning, we find the greatest injustice of all time. 
 -  Our Lord was declared “GUILTY” and not given a chance to prove His innocence. 
 -  Our Lord wasn’t given His day in court. He was tried at night, illegally, in the house of the High 
 Priest. 
 -  He was given the death sentence before a single word was spoken in any of those phony trials. 
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•  Take your Bibles and turn to the 14th Chapter of Mark. 
 
READ: Mark 14:53-65. 
 
•  When you put all FOUR GOSPEL accounts together, you discover there were actually TWO TRIALS. 
 -  One before the HEBREWS and one before the HEATHEN. 
  
•  There were actually SIX PHASES to those two illegal trials JESUS had to face. 
 1. First, He was taken before Annas, the wily, old, wicked father-in-law of Caiaphas. 
  •  Annas was the one in charge of the money changers and the sacrificial animal extortion ring 
  going on in the temple. (Remember: earlier that week Jesus had driven them all out!) 
 2. Second, they took Him to Caiaphas, who was supposed to be the spiritual leader of the Jewish 
  people. (The High Priest.) 
 3. Third, early in the morning He was brought before a hastily called meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
 4. Fourth, He was taken before Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. 
 5. Then, to Herod Antipas, the wicked tetrarch who had jurisdiction over Jesus, since He was  
  from Galilee. 
 6. Finally, Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. 
 
•  We pick up the narrative in verse 53 and we see JESUS ... 
(1) BEFORE THE RELIGIOUS CLOWNS (Mark 14:53-65) 
 -  John 18:13, “First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high 

priest that year.” 
 -  Why did they take Jesus to Annas first? 
  •  Because they were hoping Annas could come up with a charge, an indictment against Jesus. 
  •  They knew Annas hated Jesus because of what He’d done earlier that week emptying the  
  temple of the moneychangers and extortionists. 
 -  It was all illegal, from start to finish. 
  •  The places where they tried Jesus were the private residences of Annas and Caiaphas. 
  •  It was illegal to try cases at night. 
  •  The proceedings were illegal. The judge was the prosecutor and there was no defense. 
  •  Jesus was convicted before He was tried and sentenced to death before a single trial. 
   -  It was the single greatest miscarriage of justice in human history. 
 -  Annas couldn’t come up with anything except he hated Jesus and couldn’t hide it. 
  
So they took Jesus to the house of Caiaphas.   
  
 First, we see Jesus is ... 
 (a) FALSELY ACCUSED (vs. 55-64) 
  •  They hurriedly assembled the Sanhedrin which, again, was illegal. 
  •  They tried to get people to testify against Jesus, but all they could find were liars. 
  Mark 14:56, “For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree.” 
  •  Some misquoted what Jesus said about his own death and resurrection. 
  Mark 14:58, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in   
  three days I will build another, not made with hands.’ Yet even about this their testimony   
  did not agree.” 
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One commentator said: “Those were the only witnesses that were brought in. That night, as Jesus stood 
before those Jewish leaders, many others could have been brought before them to testify for him. There 
were ex-lepers, those who no longer were blind, former demoniacs. All kinds of people could have 
testified about who this Jesus was and what this Jesus could do.” 
 
Mark 14:55 is a great summary verse for what happened in this illegal, late night, kangaroo court: “Now 
the chief priests and the whole council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but 
they found none.” 
 
•  In all of this, JESUS didn’t say a word. He just remained silent. 
 
Verses 60-61. The High Priest, Caiaphas, couldn’t take it any longer and asked Jesus, “Are you the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
 -  Matthew 26:63 adds that The High Priest put Jesus under the heaviest oath possible, “I adjure 
 you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 
 -  Jesus answered, “I AM!” (Mark 14:62) 
 
TWENTY-THREE times in the gospel of JOHN, JESUS says, “I AM.” 
 
•  When Jesus uttered those words IT WAS OVER. They had everything they needed. 
 - Mark 14:63-64, “And the high priest tore his garments and said, ‘What further witnesses do we 
 need? You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?’ And they all condemned him as 
 deserving death.” 
 
 Not only was He FALSELY ACCUSED, Jesus was also ... 
 (b) Subjected to FILTHY ABUSE (vs. 65) 
  •  Once the sentence was pronounced, some began to spit on him. 
  •  Can you imagine that? These religious leaders, supposedly the representatives of God,   
  spitting in the face of God, Himself? 
 
Verse 65 tells us they didn’t stop with spitting on Him, they also began to strike Him and mock Him. 
 
Isaiah 50:6, “I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid 
not my face from disgrace and spitting.” 
 
•  While this premeditated, illegal lynching of our Lord was going on inside the house of Caiaphas, 
something else was going on outside. 
 
Notice, Mark continues with Peter … 
 (2) BEFORE THE ROOSTER CROWED (Mark 14:66-72) 
 -  “And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came.” 
 -  We’ve already seen how Jesus predicted Peter would deny Him three times that night. 
 -  I don’t want to belabor the obvious or cover ground we’ve already covered. 
  •  What I want to do is give you an additional perspective to all this. 
 -  While Jesus was being falsely accused, struck, mocked and spit on, Peter was in the courtyard 
 below. 
  •  Remember, he’d said, “Lord I won’t deny you. I’ll even die for you if I have to.” 
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•  So, only a few steps away from Peter stands the sinless Son of God. 
 -  But where’s Peter? 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “Where are you, Peter? Come on, man. Get away from that fire while you still have your 
honor. Come on in here. Offer yourself as a witness. Tell them of your encounter with Christ: ‘My lords, I 
know this Man well. He has lived in my home. He healed my mother-in-law of a fever. I know of three 
people whom He has raised from the dead. I was a fisherman when He called me to be His disciple. To 
start with, there was my brother and I and our business partners. There were a dozen of us in all. He 
went about doing good. That’s what he did. As for what He said, well never man spoke like this Man. 
And, as for me, I have seen His glory. I declare Him to be the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ 
 But no! Peter remained outside. It was cold. The world had a fire of coals there ... and Peter 
warmed his hands.” 
 
•  Remember the words of Peter, “Lord, even if they (the other disciples) all fall away, I will not. If I must 
die with you. I will not deny you.” (Mark 14:29-31/paraphrased) 
 
•  It’s one thing to sit in this massive auditorium this morning, on this beautiful campus, surrounded by 
other believers, and say, “You can count on me to stand up for Jesus.” 
 
 But what happens when you leave here? 
 -  What happens tomorrow at work, or at school, or at the store, the restaurant, or even at home? 
 
So, we see JESUS BEFORE THE RELIGIOUS and PETER BEFORE THE ROOSTER. 
 
One more thing in our passage, we see JESUS …  
(3) BEFORE THE ROMAN CROWD (Mark 15:1-15) 
 -  John 18:28, “Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor’s headquarters. It 
 was early morning. They themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would 
 not be defiled, but could eat the Passover.” 
  
What a twisted piece of irony this was. 
 -  The religious leaders were okay with their phony trials, trumped up accusations and death 
 sentence for Jesus. 
  •  Putting Jesus to death was fine. But defiling themselves by stepping on Gentile land? 
 
One commentator said: “These hypocrites are something, aren’t they? They don’t want to be defiled 
while they’re trying to murder the Son of God, because they don’t want to step on Gentile land. They 
don’t want to get into Gentile space, a Gentile building, a Gentile room, a Gentile praetorium because 
they would be ceremonially defiled by contact with the Gentile.” 
 
John 18:29 tells us Pilate went out to them. 
 -  How did Pilate know what was going on? 
  •  He’d sent the soldiers earlier to help deal with a potentially explosive situation. 
  •  If a riot broke out or if there was any kind of disturbance, his job could be in jeopardy. 
 -  So, Pilate has probably been up all night waiting to hear what had happened. 
  
John 18:29. Pilate asked them, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
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•  Their answer was: “If he wasn’t guilty of evil we would never have brought him to you.” 
 -  Pilate told them. “You handle this matter on your own and judge him by your own law.” 
 
HERE’S THE BOTTOM LINE: 
John 18:31. “The Jews said to him (Pilate) IT IS NOT LAWFUL FOR US TO PUT ANYONE TO DEATH.” 
 -  That was the issue. If they could’ve killed Jesus on their own, they’d have already done it. 
 -  They didn’t want PILATE as a JUDGE. They wanted PILATE to be an EXECUTIONER. 
 
•  So, Pilate took Jesus inside to question Him. 
 -  Scripture tells us their charges against Jesus were basically three-fold: 
  1.  He was stirring up trouble for the nation. 
  2. He was telling people not to pay tribute to Caesar. 
  3. He was claiming to be a King in competition with Caesar. 
 
 Notice quickly . . . 
 (a) The SILENCE of Jesus (vs. 3-5) 
  •  Pilate questionned Jesus. But Jesus never said a thing. 
  •  Isaiah 53:7 predicted this: “Like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not  
  his mouth.” 
 
Luke 23:4-12, tells us when Pilate couldn’t find any basis for a charge, he told the chief priests and the 
crowd, “I find no guilt in this man.” 
 -  They told Pilate that Jesus had caused all kinds of trouble in Judea and Galilee. 
 
•  When Pilate heard Jesus was a Galilean, he sent him to Herod because Herod had jurisdiction over 
Him. 
 -  Over and over, Pilate tried to wash his hands from this whole situation. 
 
Interesting footnote: Herod is the man who beheaded John the Baptist, and who thought Jesus was 
John raised from the dead. 
 -  This was their first and only meeting and Herod enjoyed the exchange, mocking and chastising. 
 
Luke 23:11-12 tells us that Herod and his soldiers put a robe on Jesus, mocked him and sent him back to 
Pilate. 
 -  Herod and Pilate, previously enemies, became friends that day. (“The enemy of my enemy …”) 
 
 When Jesus was brought back, Pilate thought of a brilliant way out of all this. 
 (b) The SUBSTITUTE for Jesus (vs. 6-14) 
  •  Every year, at the time of the festival, it had been Pilate’s custom to release a prisoner. 
   -  This was a way to improve relations between the citizens and their government. 
  •  There was a man in prison there named Barabbas. A robber, revolutionary and a murderer. 
  •  Pilate thought, “Surely, the people will choose innocent Jesus instead of Barabbas. 
   -  He was wrong and the growing crowd now cheered, “Give us Barabbas!” (vs. 11) 
  •  When Pilate asked, “What should I do with Jesus?” They cheered, “Crucify Him!” (vs. 13) 
 
Verse 14. Pilate said, “Why, what evil has he done?” And they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 
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 Our passage ends with one sentence and it has to do with: 
 (c) The SCOURGING of Jesus (vs. 14) 
  •  Please know when I read this verse, it can in no way adequately or completely describe   
  everything that happened in the early hours of that Friday morning at the Antonia fortress there 
  in Jerusalem. 
 
“So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he 
delivered him to be crucified.” 
 
Matthew 27:19 tells us even Pilate’s wife told him to let Jesus go. 
 
One commentator said: “So immortal infamy belongs to Pilate. He knew that Jesus was innocent. He 
even declared Him to be innocent. He said, in effect, ‘He is innocent – so I’ll have Him scourged.’ A 
Roman scourging was a terible affair. The scourge tore the flesh off the bones and exposed the organs 
beneath. Many people died under that lash.” 
 
•  Pilate’s finished. Done in. And he collapses under the threat. He has to bow to their will. 
 -  And the line in verse 15 is an amazing statement: “So, Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd.” 
 
•  None of us can wash our hands when it comes to JESUS. No one can. 
 -  I would also add, whenever we wish to satisfy the crowd nothing good will come from that. 
 
Isaiah 53:5, “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities ...” 
 
 
 


