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“MARK” Series, Message #51                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE AGONY OF GETHSAMANE” 
(Text: Mark 14:32-52) 

 
READ: Mark 14:32-42 
 
•  All four gospels describe what happened in our text today.  
 -  Mark, usually known for his brevity, goes into more detail than the others. 
 
Luke 22:39 tells us, “And Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the 
disciples followed Him.” 
 
John 18:1-2 says, “When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, 
also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples.”  
  
I want us to notice FIVE THINGS this morning.  
(1) THE PLACE (Mark 14:32) 
 -  The Garden of Gethsemane (which means “Olive Press”) is located on the Mount of Olives. 
  •  It was probably named for the press that was used to produce OLIVE OIL. 
 -  The Garden is still there to this day, full of Olive Trees. 
 -  It was most likely a private garden, owned by a wealthy follower of Jesus who allowed the Lord 
 and His disciples to come there as often as they wished. 
 
•  Here is another nameless servant of Christ, serving JESUS any way he could. 
 -  Like the man carrying the jar of water, or the man who allowed them to use his UPPER ROOM. 
 -  Or the unnamed owners of the colt, who allowed their animal to be ridden by the Lord. 
 
A genuine servant is willing to do whatever it takes, whenever it takes, with whomever it takes, no matter 
how long it takes and doesn’t seek or demand name recognition, public or private affirmation. 
 -  WHY? Because they’re a SERVANT. 
 
Matthew 20:26-28, “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would 
be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Dr. Vines: “The first Adam was in a garden and exerted his will to the ruin of the human race. The last 
Adam was in a garden and deserted his will for the redemption of the human race. In the garden of Eden 
the first Adam faced a tree and yielded to the will of Satan. The last Adam prayed, facing a tree on 
Calvary and yielded to the will of God.” 
 
Luke 22:40 tells us that when they came to the garden, Jesus told them, “Pray that you may not enter 
into temptation.”  
 
Matthew 26:41 adds, “Watch and pray. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 
“And they went to a place called Gethsemane.” 
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(2) THE PAIN (Mark 14:33-34) 
 -  The PLACE of PRAYER now becomes a PLACE of PAIN. 
 -  Jesus left 8 of His disciples near the entrance with this assignment: “Sit here while I pray.” 
 -  He took Peter, James and John further into the garden with Him. (These guys were the leaders.) 
 
This had happened before, too. 
#1 - In the house of Jairus, when Jesus raised his daughter from death to life (Luke 8:51). 
#2 - On the Mount of Transfiguration (Mark 9:2). 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “These three experiences parallel Philippians 3:10 (where Paul said): ‘That I may know 
Him (Mount of Transfiguration), and the power of His resurrection (Home of Jairus), and the fellowship of 
His sufferings’ (Garden of Gethsemane).” 
 
Verses 33-34. “And He began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And He said to them, ‘My soul is 
very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 
 The word “distressed” is a compound form of the verb to be “amazed.” 
  •  What could possibly “amaze” Jesus if He is Omniscient, if He knows everything? 
 
WHAT COULD POSSIBLY SHOCK JESUS?  
 -  Is there any experience He’d never had? Is there anything He didn’t know? 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “There is an experience He’d never had and He’s about to have it. There is the 
knowledge of that experience that He has never had and He’s about to have it. And He is amazed at 
what He is experiencing because it is totally alien to everything He has ever experienced and ever 
known.” 
 
•  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was brought into contact with another world – the world of our 
sin. 
 2 Corinthians 5:21. God was going to make “Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
 might beome the rigtheousness of God.” 
 
•  The word actually means “to be stunned with astonishment.” 
 
Dr. Phillips: “The Lord had lived on this sin-cursed planet ever since He was born at Bethlehem. He had 
rubbed shoulders with sinning humanity all of His life. But this was different. This was sin in the raw, 
naked sin, sin in all of its undiluted wickedness. The Lord’s first reaction to the full horror and 
heinousness of human sin seems to have been one of overwhelming shock. The reality exceeded all of 
His expectations.” 
 
•  The pain He would experience would be PHYSICAL, MENTAL, SPIRITUAL and PERSONAL. 
 
•  Jesus had never known sin. He had never known the wrath of God. He had never known alienation. 
 -  So He is amazed and astonished at the anguish He’s feeling over what He is facing. 
 
One commentator said: “Christ’s sorrow in facing death as the sin bearer is beyond comprehension. It 
defies description and surpasses understanding, because what Jesus endured is absolutely unique and 
without any parallel in human experience.” 
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(3) THE PRAYERS (Mark 14:35-41a) 
 -  The disciples were supposed to pray. But the prayer of JESUS is really the focus of Gethsemane. 
 -  “And going a little farther, He fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour  might 
pass from Him.” 
  Luke 22:41 says, “He went about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed.” 
 -  What did Jesus pray? 
  Luke 22:42, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.” 
  Mark 14:36, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me.” 
 
•  Remember when James and John had asked to sit on the right and left of Jesus in glory? 
 -  Jesus answered them: “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
 drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” (Mark 10:38) 
 
•  If we are ever shown the humanity of Jesus Christ, it’s here in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 -  This was the toughest prayer Jesus ever prayed. 
 
Hebrews 5:7-9, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” 
 
•  This was the last temptation Jesus would ever face. 
 -  The devil had tempted Him before His ministry ever began. (Matthew 4:1-10) 
  •  He tempted Him with food when He was fasting. “Don’t fast, FEAST! You’re the Son of   
 God. You’re entitled to a few indulgences. After all, you’re God’s man.” 
  •  He tempted Him to jump off the temple. “Show your power. Angels will catch you.” 
  •  He tempted Him with everything the world had to offer.  
   (“The kingdoms of the world and all their glory.” Matthew 4:8) 
 
READ: 1 John 2:15-17 
 
•  This temptation was to keep JESUS from the Cross.  
 
•  Jesus accepted that the cross was part of God’s plan for His life. That’s why He came. 
 -  John 12:24, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
 remains alone; but it if dies, it bears much fruit.” 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “The temptation the Lord faced was different from that of believers. Christians are new 
creations (2 Cor. 5:17), incarcerated in unredeemed flesh (Rom. 7:18-25) and easily seduced by the 
remnants of their fallenness. Satan tempts them to hold on to sin and not mature. They fight against their 
attraction to sin, and to abandon it and embrace righteousness, holiness and purity. 
 But Satan’s temptation of Christ was just the opposite. He was perfectly pure and righteous, and His 
absolute holiness motivated His every thought, word, and deed. While believers struggle to abandon sin 
and embrace holiness, Jesus struggled to set aside His holiness and embrace sin-bearing. He was not 
fighting against sinful impulses to become holy, but against holy impulses to allow Himself to be made 
sin for believers (2 Cor. 5:21). Satan tempts Christians to cling to sin; he tempted Jesus to cling to 
holiness.” 
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•  You have to read all the gospel accounts and what’s recorded in Isaiah 53 and Hebrews 5, to even 
get a glimpse of the intense agony of what Jesus struggled with in the garden as He prayed. 
  
Luke 22:44 says, “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground.” (HEMATIDROSIS) 
 
Dr. Vines: “Jesus knew what was ahead. He knew what His physical nature would have to endure. He 
knew that in just a few moments the thorns around his brow would puncture his skin. He knew that He 
would be going through physical scourging. He knew that nails would be driven into his hands, the spike 
would be driven into his feet, the sword would be thrust into his side. 
 He also saw the coming separation from every man, woman, and child He knew and loved. Every 
step now would take him to a place of isolation where no one else would ever go. In just a few hours on 
the cross, He would cry, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 
-  That’s why He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet  not 
what I will, but what you will” (Mark 14:36). 
 
•  And God sent an angel to strengthen Jesus (Luke 22:43). 
 -  Angels appeared to Jesus only two other times in Scripture. 
  •  At His birth (Luke 2) and when He was tempted in the wilderness (Matthew 4:11). 
  
•  This angel was sent as an affirmation of the Father’s care for Him, not only for the cup ahead, but also 
to encourage Him that the Father would ultimately restore Him  
 
We’ve looked at the PRAYERS. Now notice the PRAY-ERS: HIS DISCIPLES. 
 -  Jesus asked them to “watch and pray.” They fell asleep. 
  •  “Well, they were tired. It had been a long day and it was well after midnight now.” 
 
One commentator said: “They were not sleeping because they were tired, or because it was late at 
night, or because it had been a busy week, or they had recently eaten a meal, or taken a long walk, or 
because it was dark. They were sleeping because they were overwhelmed with sorrow, fatalism and 
despair. The disciples had been told that they were all going to abandon the Lord, Peter would deny 
Him, and that He would be arrested and go to the cross. From their perspective, their world had 
collapsed.” 
 
•  Who could blame them for saying, “What’s the use?” and sleeping? 
  
•  Three times He went away and came back only to find them sleeping. 
 -  Finally, verse 41 tells us, “And he came the third time and said to them,‘Are you still sleeping 
 and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
 sinners.” 
 
(4) THE PURSUERS (Mark 14:42-49) 
 -  “Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 -  From the Garden of Gethsemane, they would’ve easily seen the approaching mob. 
 -  Verse 43, “And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with 
 him a crowd with swords and clubs.” 
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 (a) Who was there? (verse 43) 
  • “Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs.” 
  •  The chief priests, the officers of the temple, the elders (the Sanhedrin) and the scribes. 
   -  They would’ve been the ones with clubs, torches and lanterns. 
  •  There was also a contingent from the Roman fortress Antonia where Pilate would’ve been.  
  •  It’s unlikely a full cohort (600-1,000) men would’ve come. But enough soldiers would have  
 been sent to control any kind of uprising. (The Romans were very sensitive to insurrection.) 
 
 (b) What happened? 
  1. Judas came up to Jesus and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed Him (vs. 44-45). 
   -  Luke 22:48, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
  2. Jesus asked them, “Whom do you seek? ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they said.” 
   -  John 18:5. When Jesus said, “I am He!” they all fell back on the ground. 
  3. Jesus asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” and when they said Jesus of Nazareth, He 
   said, “since I’m the one you want, let these men go” (John 18:8). 
  4. When they came to apprehend Jesus, Peter drew his sword and struck the servant of the  
   High Priest, named Malchus, and cut off his ear (John 18:10). 
  5.  Jesus told Peter to put away his sword, “shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given  
  me?” (John 18:11) 
   -  Matthew 26:53, “Look, Peter, if I wanted to I could call down 12 legions of angels right  
  now.” (That’s 72,000 angels. 2 Kings 19:35/Hezekiah - 1 angel killed 185,000 Assyrians) 
 
Verses 48-49, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after 
day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 
 
One last thing ... 
(5) THE POSTSCRIPT (Mark 14:50-52) 
 -  “And they all left him and fled.” 
 -  One guy followed Jesus, a “young man in a linen cloth abut his body.” 
  •  Some scholars believe this was John Mark. Others say it was Lazarus.  
   -  A linen robe or cloth would’ve indicated affluence. 
 -  The point was everybody was gone. 
 
•  Jesus is headed to the Cross. That’s where He’s been headed since the day He was born in 
Bethlehem. 
 
Three things I want to leave you with: 
1. He’s passed the point of no return. 
 -  That happened in the Garden, when He said, “Not my will, but your will be done.” 
  •  Are you there yet? Or are you still wanting your will? 
2. He’s being led, Isaiah 53:7 says, “Like a lamb to the slaughter. 
 -  He was willing to do whatever it took so you and I could be saved. 
  •  Are you willing to do whatever God calls you to do, especially so others might be saved? 
3. He went alone. 
 -  Song: I have decided to follow Jesus: “Tho’ none go with me, still I will follow.” 
  •  Are you there yet?  
 


