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“MARK” Series, Message #50                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“DENIED” 
(Text: Mark 14:26-31) 

 
READ: MARK 14:26-31 
 
Let me give you THE SETTING for our text: 
 -  JESUS and the DISCIPLES have been in the UPPER ROOM of a friend of the Lord. 
 -  Since about sundown on THURSDAY. 
  •  It’s approximately midnight. 
 
•  They’d celebrated THE PASSOVER, but not before the disciples had gotten into a debate about who 
was the greatest. 
 -  JESUS took off his outer garments and wrapped a towel around His waist. 
  •  Poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet. 
 
•  That answered the question of WHO’s the GREATEST. 
 -  Taking the role of a servant will always do that. 
 
•  JESUS instituted what we know as COMMUNION, by taking a piece of bread and a cup of wine. 
 -  The bread represented His body and the cup of wine, His blood which would be given for them. 
 -  Luke 22:19 tells us He told them to do this “in remembrance of Him.” 
 
•  The evening ended with JESUS praying His great High Priestly Prayer for His disciples (John 17) and 
then, they sang a hymn. 
 -  Psalm 118, the final part of the Hallel. (Hebrew for “praise to God.”) 
  •  We get our word “Hallelujah” from this. 
 -  Psalm 118 begins and ends with these words: “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for 
 his steadfast love endures forever!” 
 
Verse 26, “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” 
 -  They left the UPPER ROOM around midnight, and went out the temple gate toward the eastern 
 slope of the temple mount. 
 -  They went down the slope heading east toward the KIDRON VALLEY. 
 -  Down to the bottom of the valley where the KIDRON BROOK would be flowing. 
  •  Because of the Spring rains, the water would be flowing and there’d be blood in    
  the water from lambs being slaughtered for the Passover celebration. 
 
•  As they are walking down to the brook, Jesus makes a startling statement: 
 “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.” 
 
From these verses, we can learn some important lessons: 
 (1) THE OMNISCIENCE OF JESUS (Mark 14:27-28, 30) 
 -  Notice what JESUS says here. 
 -  Verse 27, “You will all fall away. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will 
 be scattered.’” 
 -  Verse 28, “But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 
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Verse 30, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 
 
JESUS knew what was going on, down to the most minute detail.  
 1. They would all fall away. 
 2. Peter would deny him three times that night, before a rooster crowed twice. 
 3. He would rise from the dead. 
 
Mark 14:50 tells us, “And they all left him and fled.” 
Mark 14:66-72 tells us Peter did deny Jesus. Not once. Not twice, but three times. And a rooster crowed. 
Mark 16:6 tells us Jesus rose from the dead. 
 
 -  Jesus knew everything that was going on. HE STILL DOES. 
 
•  JUDAS was already out rounding up the men who would accompany him to Gethsamane. 
 -  The BETRAYER thought he would catch Jesus off guard, especially with a kiss. 
   
•  Would you be surprised to know that nothing ever surprises JESUS? 
 -  He’s OMNISCIENT: all knowing. 
 
Hebrews 1:3, “Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.” 
 
SIDENOTE: This is the same path David took when he was fleeing from the pursuit of his own son, 
Absalom, who had betrayed him and tried to take his kingdom. 
 
 -  2 Samuel 15:30 tells us David went up on the ascent of the Mount of Olives, barefoot and 
 weeping. 
 
(1) THE OMNISCIENCE OF JESUS 
(2) THE ARROGANCE OF THE DISCIPLES (Mark 14:29, 31) 

-  JESUS told His disciples, “Here’s what’s going to happen. You’re all going to fall away,” and  Peter 
said, “No, that’s not the way it’s going to happen. These other guys might fall away, but I  won’t.” 

 
Verse 27. “You will all fall away.” (SKANDALIZO – you’ll be scandalized, offended. You’ll defect.) 
 -  JESUS knew what was coming and He even quoted Scripture:  
  Zechariah 13:7, “I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.” 
 -  JESUS knew His own future.  
  •  He would be struck down and His disciples would be filled with fear and terror. 
 
Verse 29, “Peter said to him, ‘Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 
 
Verse 30,  “And Jesus said to him, ‘Truly, I tell you this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you 
will deny me three times.”  
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Verse 31. “But Peter said emphatically, ‘If I must die with you, I will not deny you.’ And they all said the 
same.” 
 
•  This is more than IGNORANCE. This is ARROGANCE. 
 1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”  
 Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
 
•  The Bible doesn’t tell us about all the other disciples and how they fell away and scattered. 
 -  But the Bible does highlight what happened to Peter. 
 
READ: Mark 14:66-72. 
 
•  It happened exactly as the Lord had predicted. 
 
How could it happen that a man who so obviously loved JESUS would deny he even knew Him? 
 -  It still happens today. 
 -  You look around and notice certain people are missing from worship. 
  •  They used to be faithful and fervent in their following of Christ. But something happened. 
  •  Some used to serve in leadership, but now they’re nowhere to be found. 
 
How does it happen? 
 -  First of all, it doesn’t happen all at once. It’s usually a gradual process. 
   
•  We get a clue what happened to Peter in verses 37-41. (They are in the garden of Gethsamene.) 
 -  PETER is SLEEPING when he should’ve been PRAYING. 
  •  THREE times the Lord came and found them sleeping. 
  
•  We also get a clue to what happened to Peter in verse 54. 
 -  After the betrayal of Judas & the arrest of Jesus, Peter “followed at a distance.” (KJV “afar off.”) 
 
“What difference does it make? He was still following Jesus.” 
 -  It makes all the difference in the world. 
  •  You can’t follow from a distance and be a dynamic disciple. 
  •  You can’t stay on the fringes and claim to be ALL IN. 
 
•  For what it’s worth, you ought to get as close to the front row as you possibly can. 
 -  You can’t be a BACK ROW BELIEVER and expect to STAY ON FIRE FOR JESUS. 
   
  •  You’re too close to where you came in and it gets too easy to get back out.  
 
PETER was following JESUS more out of CURIOSITY than COURAGE. 
 
Dr. Vines: “Every Christian ought to study the denial of Peter. We may never betray the Lord Jesus as 
Judas Iscariot did, but there is always the danger that through life or lip we may deny Him.”    
 
Hebrews 13:7, “Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.”  
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Dr. Adrian Rogers: “A faith that fizzles at the finish was faulty from the first.” 
 
•  Don’t ever say, “Well, that could never happen to me.” It could happen to every one of us. 
 
Dr. Vines: “We’ve all seen that happen to people we know. They start following Jesus afar off. They start 
rationalizing and excusing themselves for their lack of devotion to him. What they don’t realize is that 
they are on a path that leads to denying the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Peter came into the palace of the High Priest, sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire. 
When you follow Jesus from afar and do not warm your heart in constant contact with Him, the devil will 
provide you with a fire to warm yourself by. Many a child of God who used to be warmed and blessed by 
the things of God, who used to be stirred and thrilled by daily fellowship with Jesus Christ, is now 
seeking warmth at the fire of some enemy.” 
 
Verse 27, Jesus said, “You will all fall away ...” 
 -  And He specifically said to Peter, “This very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny 
 me three times” (vs. 30). 
 
Ray Stedman: “It’s interesting to see how Jesus narrows down the time. ‘Truly I say to you, this very 
night.’ Then, he says, ‘before the cock crows twice.’ In effect Jesus is saying, ‘In just a few hours, Peter, 
all that firm resolve, all that confident arrogance, all that clenched-fist determination you have manifested 
in saying you will not deny me, is going to melt away leaving you with no ability to stand. And it will 
happen before these few hours have passed.’ 
 I am always amazed by the symbols that Jesus employs. They are so apt, so characteristic. And here 
is the symbol that he employs to depict this arrogance and confidence of Peter and the other disciples: 
that of a cock, a rooster. It stands forever as a symbol of an attitude like Peter’s. We call a person ‘cocky’ 
who is almost arrogantly confident. Jesus does not say this, but I am sure he intended for Peter to think 
about the fate of most roosters: they lose their heads.” 
 
•  Outside of the old city of Jerusalem stands a church called The Church of St. Peter. It’s actually an old 
monastery. 
 -  It’s quite a place with actual ruins beneath it that you can tour. 
  
•  On the top of the church is A ROOSTER!  
 -  Peter is forever attached to A ROOSTER. 
 
(1) THE OMNISCIENCE OF JESUS 
(2) THE ARROGANCE OF THE DISCIPLES 
(3) THE ASSURANCE OF JESUS (Mark 14:28) 
 -  The good news is that Peter’s association with a ROOSTER wouldn’t be the end of the story. 
  •  In fact, Peter would be remembered more for his RESTORATION than his ROOSTER. 
 
 -  As the disciples were walking with the Lord across the Kidron Valley and up on the Mt. of 
 Olives, Jesus assured them that their falling away wouldn’t be the end of the story. 
  •  AND IT WASN’T. 
  
• Whatever YOUR STORY is today, you need to know JESUS wants to change the ending. 
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•  The last verse of this chapter (C/14) says PETER “broke down and wept” (Mark 14:72). 
 -  His conscience got the better of him. 
   
Dr. Adrian Rogers: “Conscience is that thing that feels bad when everything else feels good.” 
 
•  Those were sad days for Simon Peter. 
 -  Even though he followed from afar off, he saw it all. 
  •  The illegal trials. 
  •  The immoral and painful scourging Jesus endured. 
  •  The indescribable, unmerciful crucifixion He experienced. 
 
•  You can imagine Peter watching as Jesus is lifted above the earth on that cross. 
 -  Suspended between Heaven and earth. 
 
•  He had to know JESUS was dying for his denials and his sins and the sins of the whole world. 
 
 -  It’s possible Peter watched from a distance as the body was taken down from the cross and  
 placed in the borrowed tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. 
 
 -  It’s possible Peter watched as Roman soldiers sealed the tomb with a large stone, and set a guard 
 all around it. 
 
•  PETER may even have broke down and wept again. That would’ve been on FRIDAY. 
 
BUT EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, THE MESSAGE CAME THAT THE TOMB WAS EMPTY! 
 
Mark 16:6-7.  An angel was at the empty tomb of Jesus and said to the women who had come to put 
spices on the body of Jesus, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has risen; He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples AND PETER that 
He is going before you to Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you.” 
 
 -  John 20:3-9 tells us that PETER and JOHN ran to the tomb. John outran Peter, but the Scripture 
 says Peter was the FIRST ONE to go in and see that JESUS wasn’t there. 
 
Here’s the bottom line: 
 -  We all possess the capability of denying JESUS . . . and, if we’re honest, we already have. 
 -  But JESUS has the capability of forgiving us and restoring us. 
 
• Whatever YOUR STORY is today, you need to know JESUS wants to change the ending. 
 
 
 


