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“The Gospel of MARK,” Message #5              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE POWER OF THIS GOSPEL” 
(Text: Mark 1:21-34) 

 
•   In our text this morning, we’re looking at A Day In The Life of Jesus. 
 
Dr. Ray Stedman: “It begins in the bright sunshine of a Galilean morning when Jesus walks alongside 
the lake, moves into a mid-morning visit to a synagogue in Capernaum (for this was a Sabbath day), 
takes in an afternoon visit some hours later at the home of Peter and Andrew, and traces the events of a 
busy evening in that city as thousands gathered to be ministered to by Jesus.” 
 
Read: Mark 1:21-34 
 
•  Mark begins with these words: “And they went into Capernaum ...” 
 -  Capernaum was a fishing village on the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
 -  There was a Roman garrison there, a military outpost.  (300 – 1,000 men). 
  •  It became the headquarters for the earthly ministry of Jesus. 
 
•  The people traveling with Jesus would’ve included Simon (Peter) and his brother, Andrew.  As well as 
James and John. 
 -  The first thing they do when they get to Capernaum is GO TO CHURCH. 
 
Verse 21.  “Immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue ...” 
 
There they discover ... 
(1)  THE AUTHORITY OF HIS POWER (Mark 1:21-24) 
 -  It was the habit of Jesus to go to the synagogue for worship. 
 -  The word synagogue comes from a Greek word meaning,  “to gather together.” 
  •  It was the place where the Jews gathered together for worship and instruction. 
 -  So, Jesus and His new disciples walk into the synagogue and Mark says He begins to teach. 
 
•  That wouldn’t have been unusual at all. 
 -  It was very common for visiting rabbis, who were passing through, to teach. 
 
•  On this particular Sabbath day, Jesus began to teach and they were astonished at His: 
 (a)  Doctrine (vs. 22) 
  •  The ruler of the synagogue didn’t hesitate to turn the pulpit over to Jesus. 
  •  And the people were quickly astonished at His “teaching.” 
 
•  The word “astonished” means “to be struck by a blow.” 
 -  Have you ever been hit and it stuns you? 
  •  That was the impact of the Lord’s teaching. 
 
Verse 22.  “And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one who had authority, and 
not as the scribes.” 
 -  The Scribes WERE the authorities.  They were the ones who were experts in the law. 
 -  But they quoted each other as authorities.  Jesus spoke as one who had authority. 
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•  We aren’t told what Jesus taught that day, but we can be sure the Lord had everyone’s attention. 
 -  Some of the Lord’s best teaching was done in and around Capernaum. 
  •  Some of His miracles were performed there as well. 
 
•  On this day, they were astonished at His teaching. 
 -  But it wasn’t long until they were used to it and bored by it. 
 
•  It wasn’t that they reacted indignantly to the Lord’s teaching like the people of Nazareth did. 

-  They reacted indifferently.  (Familiarity bred contempt in them as it had in His hometown of 
Nazareth.) 

 
•  So, He handed Capernaum over to judgment. 
 
Matthew 11:23-24, “And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven?  You will be brought down to 
Hades.  For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this 
day.  But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the Day of Judgment for the land of Sodom than for 
you.” 
 
•  Some in that synagogue weren’t bored by what He said.  They were flat out bothered by it.  
 (b)  Demons (vs. 23-26) 

•  “And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit.  And he cried 
out.” 

 
•  We don’t know how much of the message Jesus got to preach before this “unclean spirit” jumps out of 
his seat and screams, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you come to destroy us?  I 
know who you are – the Holy One of God.” (vs. 24) 
 
•  Here is the first testimony in the gospel of Mark to the identity of Jesus and it comes from a demon. 
 -  They knew Who He is, even if the people in the synagogue didn’t.  (James 2:19) 
 
•  Normally, the demons wouldn’t have had anything to fear from the usual synagogue service. 
 -  But this wasn’t the usual, same old – same old, synagogue service. 
  •  JESUS was in the house. 
 
•  The demon was terrified of Jesus.  Why? 
 -  Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
 
Notice, not only THE AUTHORITY OF HIS POWER, but also: 
(2)  THE AUTHENTICITY OF THIS POWER  (Mark 1:27-28) 
 -  “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’” (vs. 25) 
 -  The verb “rebuked” literally means, “to put a muzzle on.” 
  •  An English equivalent would be “to shut up and come out of him!” 
 
•  The demon convulsed the man and complied with the Lord’s mandate (vs. 26). 
 

-  Verse 27.  “They were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, ‘What is 
this?  A new teaching with authority!  He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’” 
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•  Jesus made quite an impression.  The people who came to church that day were both “astonished” 
and “amazed.”  (vs. 22 & 27) 
 -  People ought to have that experience every time they come to worship. 
 -  If JESUS is in the house, they will. 
 
•  Business as usual, same old – same old, worship services never bless anybody. 

-  But when JESUS is exalted, when His Word is preached, when the name that’s above every name 
is spoken and sung and cherished by every single worshipper, people will leave changed. 

  •  People will leave amazed. 
 
•  They knew JESUS had an AUTHORITY and an AUTHENTICITY no other rabbi ever had before. 
 
•  Mark doesn’t give us any information about the man. 

-  Luke’s account tells us, “And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of 
him, having done him no harm.”  (Luke 4:35) 

 
•  There’s no information about the man because he’s not the focus.  He’s not the point. 
 -  The attention is on the Son of God who publicly demonstrates His divine power. 
 
•  Jesus is showing He is the Messiah.  He is the Savior.  He is the King and He is bringing the 
Kingdom. 
 
Verse 28, “And at once his frame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.” 
 
(1)  THE AUTHORITY OF HIS POWER 
(2)  THE AUTHENTICITY OF HIS POWER 
 
(3)  THE AVAILABILITY OF HIS POWER (Mark 1:29-34) 
 -  What do most people do after church?  You go to lunch. 

Verse 29, “And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John.” 

 
•  When they arrived, Mark says they told Him about Simon’s mother-in-law. 
 
Verse 30.  “Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told Him about her.” 
 -  Apparently, they didn’t say anything to Jesus about her on their way home from church. 
 -  Maybe they were talking about what they’d just experienced.  His teaching.  The demons. 
 
•  Luke 4:38 tells us she had a “high fever” suggesting she was seriously ill.  Perhaps even life 
threatening. 
 -  Dad can get sick and everything goes on like normal. 
 -  But how many of you know when mama gets sick, everyone’s affected by it? 
 
•  In this case, it was Simon Peter’s mother-in-law. 

- Remember THE AUTHORITY OF HIS POWER and THE AUTHENTICITY OF HIS POWER.  Now 
notice THE AVAILABILITY OF HIS POWER. 
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•  Not only does Jesus have authority over DEMONS, He also has authority over DISEASE. 
 
Verse 31.  He goes to her bed, takes her by the hand and lifts her up and, as Mark would say, “And 
immediately she’s well.” 
 -  She didn’t sit up and eat some soup.   She GOT UP and FIXED DINNER for everybody. 
 
•  The Bible doesn’t tell us what they did or what they said, but you have to believe they were “amazed” 
and “astonished.” 
 -  Word got out about what Jesus had done at church that morning. 
 
Verses 32-33, “That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by 
demons.  And the whole city was gathered together at the door.  And he healed many who were sick 
with various diseases, and cast out many demons.  And he would not permit the demons to speak, 
because they knew him.” 
 - “And the whole city was gathered together at the door.” 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “They stood, in one vast, diverse group in front of Peter’s house, eager for miracles.  
And still they came, as varied as the moods of the sea, with one thing in common: they knew their need 
– no one had to convince them of that – and that is halfway to a cure.  They had heard of Jesus, found 
out where he was, and had come.  They surrounded Peter’s house.  They overflowed into the street.  
They looked eagerly for the Savior.  It was a foretaste of Pentecost.  Peter was not adequate for the 
situation, of course, but Jesus was. 
 Everyone in town came!  The ruler of the synagogue and the local rabbi, fishermen and their wives 
and children, the local tax collector and the shopkeepers.  The skeptics came.  The curious came.  The 
rich and the poor, the bond and the free, and the young and the old. Once and all they came.  Those at 
the back called to those at the front.  Those at the front surged against the door. 
 Each case presented itself before Him, cases that fill our medical textbooks.  People with ailments 
that had no name, or that had a name but had no cure, were brought to Him.  However, the Great 
Physician, the One who never lost a case or charged a fee, had come.  Enough miracles were performed 
that night to fill a book, enough miracles to satisfy even the most hardened skeptic.  Never in history had 
the world seen the like of what happened that day at Peter’s front door.” 
 
•  At the end of the Sabbath, when sundown came, the people started bringing people to Peter’s house.   
 -  They brought the “sick” and those who were “oppressed by demons.” (vs. 32) 
  •  There were hot mineral springs around Capernaum. 
  •  Sick people flocked there because there was a famous health resort located there. 
 
•  But when they heard about JESUS and what He’d done, they came to see for themselves. 
 -  Many of those people could never have gotten to Jesus unless someone had brought them. 
 
•  What a sight that must’ve been:  Here’s a father carrying his little crippled daughter to Jesus. 
There’s a man leading his blind friend to Jesus.  Children bring their sick parents to Jesus. 
 
What’s the application to us?  JESUS’ power is AVAILABLE to anyone and everyone. 
 -  But there are people in our city that may never get to Jesus if you don’t bring them. 
 
•  We need to go out into this sin-sick world of ours and bring people to Him. 


