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“MARK” Series, Message #49                              Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE LAST SUPPER” 
(Text: Mark 14:22-26) 

 
READ: MARK 14:22-26 
 
In Mark 14, we’re heading down the Road to Redemption. 
 -  Looking at the events that transpired in the final hours of the Lord’s life before the CROSS. 
  •  This is the final meal Jesus would share with His disciples. 
 
•  It’s Thursday night of what is called PASSION WEEK. 
 -  On that night, all of the Jews in Galilee, in the north, would begin celebrating the Passover. 
 -  The Judean Jews, in the south, would begin celebrating the Passover on Friday, the 
 next morning. 
  •  We know this from the MISHNAH, the official documents of the Jews. 
  •  And from the writings of JOSEPHUS, the Jewish historian. 
 
•  This is an important point, because it allowed JESUS to celebrate the PASSOVER with His disciples on 
THURSDAY night and still be the PASSOVER LAMB, sacrificed for the sins of the world on FRIDAY. 
 
One commentator said: “This Passover is monumental. For 1500 years since the Exodus, Passover has 
been celebrated at that time of year by the Jews without a break. This is the last Passover. This is the 
final legitimate Passover. This marks the end of the Old and the beginning of the New. It is not only the 
last Passover, it is also the first communion. Our Lord Himself makes the transition, taking the 
components of the last Passover and redefining them as the elements of His table. The Old Testament is 
over and the New Testament has come. 
 It is essential that our Lord be the Passover on Friday and die at three o’ clock at exactly the time the 
Judeans were slaughtering the lambs for their Passover, for He is the Passover Lamb and God made the 
timing perfect because Jesus died exactly at that time on Friday.” 
 
•  At precisely three o’ clock on Friday afternoon, the hour of slaughter would begin. It was part of Jewish 
tradition and had gone on for centuries. 
 -  But on this day, the TRUE LAMB, the LAMB that would take away the sins of the world, would die. 
 -  At the exact moment of Jesus’ death, the veil in the temple (the width of a man’s hand) would be 
 ripped from top to bottom. 
 -  The sacrificial system would no longer be needed and the Levitical system would be over. 
 
•  It wasn’t ended by JUDAS or HEROD or CAIAPHAS. Certainly not by the SANHEDRIN or even the 
ROMANS. 
 -  It was ended by ALMIGHTY GOD, Who gave HIS ONLY SON as the “once for all” perfect 
 sacrifice for the sins of every man, woman, boy and girl who has ever lived. 
 
Hebrews 10:12-14, “But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrific for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by 
a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.” 
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Verse 17, “And when it was evening, he came with the twelve.” It’s Thursday evening. 
 -  They’ve gathered to celebrate the Passover.  
 
Luke 22:24 tells us as they were eating, a dispute broke out as to which of them was the greatest. 
 -  This may have been due to the fact of who was sitting on the Lord’s left and right. 
 
John 13:1-20 tells us that Jesus got up and washed their feet, giving them a lesson in humility and 
genuine greatness. 
 -  Mark 14:18. Jesus predicted that one of them was going to betray Him. 
 -  Matthew 26:22 tells us they each asked, “Lord Is it me?” 
 
John 13:26-30 tells us that JESUS dipped a morsel of bread into the dish and offered it to JUDAS, as a 
demonstration of honor and affection. (One last opportunity for Judas to turn and do what’s right.) 
  
•  JUDAS took the bread and Satan entered into him. 
 -  John 13:27. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 
  •  And Judas got up and immediately went out (“went off”). 
 
•  And the last four words of John 13:30 are these: “And it was night.” 
 -  If you walk away from Jesus, get ready for the darkest night of your life. 
  •  For JUDAS, his darkness will last for all eternity. 
 
•  After Judas left, they went back to eating. No one thought anything about Judas leaving because he 
had the moneybag and they thought Jesus was sending him out for more stuff for the feast or to give 
something to the poor.  
 
While they were eating, JESUS shared FOUR THINGS: 
(1) A PIECE OF BREAD (Mark 14:22) 
 -  “He took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave to them and said, ‘Take, this is my body.’” 
 -  JESUS was instituting a NEW SUPPER and a NEW COVENANT. 
  •  He was introducing what we know as COMMUNION or THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
 
•  It’s a good thing JUDAS was gone because you’re not supposed to “eat the bread or drink the cup of 
the Lord in an unworthy manner.” 
 -  There’s no way JUDAS could’ve taken the bread and the cup and then, gone out and betrayed the 
 Lord. 
 
•  That’s why Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:28-29, “If you eat the bread or drink the cup in an unworthy 
manner you are guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 
body eats and drinks judgment on himself.” 
 
•  Just as the Jews took the PASSOVER seriously, we should take the NEW PASSOVER, the LORD’S 
SUPPER seriously. 
 
Verse 22. “He took the bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them and said, ‘This is My 
body.’” 
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Luke 22:19. Jesus said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 -  This wasn’t symbolic of His broken body, because John 19:36 says “not a bone of His body 
 was broken.” 
 
•  The Roman Catholic Church created the doctrine of transubstantiation, where they believe a priest 
can bless the bread and it actually becomes the literal body of Christ. 
 -  The Lutherans have Consubstantiation, where they say it’s not the physical body of Christ, but 
 the spiritual body of Christ. 
 
•  Both are wrong. The bread is still bread. It’s a simple symbol of a spectacular Savior, Who died on the 
CROSS for our sins. 
 
Then, JESUS took ... 
(2) A CUP OF WINE (Mark 14:23-24) 
 -  Bread and wine were two very common items used at practically every meal. 
 -  JESUS took them and gave them both new meaning. 
  •  The bread represented His body, given for us. 
 -  Verses 23-24. “And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks he gave it to them, ‘This is my 
 blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.’” 

-  MATTHEW calls it THE cup. So does LUKE, and PAUL, in 1 Corinthians 11:27 calls it “the cup of 
the Lord.” 

  
•  As part of the Jewish Passover celebration, they would drink 3 cups of wine, diluted with water. 
 -  Jesus was instituting a NEW COVENANT – with ONE CUP. 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “On the cross, Jesus fulfilled the Old Covenant and established a New Covenant 
(Hebrews 9-10). The Old Covenant was ratified with the blood of animal sacrifices, but the New 
Covenant was ratified by the blood of God’s Son. The New Covenant in His blood would do what the Old 
Covenant sacrifices could not do – take away sin and cleanse the heart and conscience of the believer. 
We are not saved from our sins by participating in a religious ceremony, but by trusting Jesus Christ as 
Savior.” 
 
Elisha Hoffman wrote these words in 1878 ... 
“Down at the cross where my Saviour died, Down where for cleansing from sin I cried, 
There to my heart was the blood applied; Glory to His name. 
I am so wondrously saved from sin, Jesus so sweetly abides within; 
There at the cross where He took me in; Glory to His name. 
O precious fountain that saves from sin, I am so glad I have entered in; 
There Jesus saves me and keeps me clean; Glory to His name. 
Come to this fountain so rich and sweet, Cast thy poor soul at the Saviour’s feet; 
Plunge in today, and be made complete; Glory to His name. 
Glory to His name, Glory to His name.  
There to my heart was the blood applied; Glory to His name.” 
 
•  Final payment was made. There’s no more need for the blood of symbolic lambs. 
 -  All we need to do is remember the Cross. 
 -  As John the Baptist said, “Behold, the LAMB of God who takes away the sins of the world!” 
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•  That’s what we’re supposed to do when we take communion. 
 -  REMEMBER what Jesus did on the cross for us. 
 
READ: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Our Lord’s command was, ‘Do this in remembrance of Me.’ The word translated 
‘remembrance’ means much more than ‘in memory of,’ for you can do something in memory of a dead 
person – yet Jesus is alive! The word carries the idea of a present participation in a past event. Because 
Jesus is alive, as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, by faith we have communion with Him. This is not 
some ‘magical’ experience produced by the bread and cup. It is a spiritual experience that comes 
through our discerning of Christ and the meaning of the Supper.” 
 
•  In other words, we ACKNOWLEDGE and REMEMBER what happened at the Cross. 
 -  It was no small thing. 
 -  JESUS died in our place. He paid the price for our sins. He suffered so we didn’t have to. 
 -  He died so we could live. 
 -  His body was beaten, lacerated, racked with endless, excruciating pain. 
 -  He was mocked, slapped and spit on. 
 -  His face was marred beyond recognition. His head pierced with 3-6 inch thorns. 
 -  His side pierced by a Roman sword. 
 -  His blood was SHED, not SPILLED. This was no accident. It was the sovereign plan of God from 
 the very beginning. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 
And here’s the BEST part ... listen to what JESUS said: 
  
 John 10:17-18, “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
 up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
 down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”  
 
•  In other words, JESUS died because He wanted to. 
 -  He chose to die in your place and mine because He loves us. 
  John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 
 
(1) A PIECE OF BREAD 
(2) A CUP OF WINE 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19, “For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” 
  
Two more things: 
(3) A WORD OF PROMISE (Mark 14:25) 
 -  “Truly I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 
 in the kingdom of God.” 
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•  Literally,“I will never, ever, ever again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the Kingdom of God.” 
 
Don’t miss this:  In the Kingdom, not only will we be reunited with the Lord, but we’ll also get the 
privilege of celebrating His supper, THE NEW SUPPER, with HIM! 
 
 -  Matthew, Mark and Luke record this same statement. 
  •  It’s a promise from the Lord, “I’M COMNG BACK!” 
  
•  When He comes and sets up His kingdom, we’ll enjoy the greatest worship experience of our lives as 
we take the bread and take the cup, as He leads us, and celebrate what He did on the cross. 
 
John Phillips: “This is another of the great prophetic statements that demands a literal interpretation. 
Jesus is coming again! He is going to get off His Father’s throne in heaven and come back to this planet, 
the scene of his rejection and suffering, and sit down on the throne of His father David. He will put down 
all of His foes. He will rule for a thousand years. Then wine, which is now the token of His blood 
outpoured, will be given another meaning: it will symbolize the joy of His return.” 
 
One more thing ... JESUS shares: 
(4) A SONG OF CELEBRATION (Mark 14:26) 
 -  The last thing they did at this supper was sing. 
 -  Vs. 26, “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” 
 -  What did they sing? 
  •  The Jews regarded Psalms 113-118 as the “Hallel” Psalms. 
  •  Psalms 113-114 were ususually sung before the Passover meal. 
  •  Psalms 115-118 were sung after the Passover meal. 
 
Psalm 118 begins and ends with the same words: “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
steadfast love endures forever.” 
 -  Vs. 6. “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
 -  Vs. 7, “The Lord is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.” 
 -  Vs. 17, “I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.” 
 -  Vs. 22, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” 
 -  Vs. 24, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
 
Don’t miss this: When the CROSS was only a few hours away ... JESUS WAS SINGING! 
 
•  Because of the cross, you and I can sing, too! 
 
“Come to this fountain so rich and sweet, Cast thy poor soul at the Saviour’s feet; 
Plunge in today, and be made complete; Glory to His name. 
Glory to His name, Glory to His name.  
There to my heart was the blood applied; Glory to His name.” 
 


