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“MARK” Series, Message #48                       Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“BETRAYED” 
(Text: Mark 14:10-21) 

 
•  We come to the final Chapters in the Gospel of Mark. 
 -  These 3 Chapters detail for us the final days in the life of JESUS. 
 -  Over the next 7 weeks, we’ll be looking at each of the events that took place in the final days and 
 hours in the life of our Lord. 
   
  •  We’ll be looking at what happened when Jesus instituted what we know as the Lord’s   
  Supper. 
  •  We’ll see Him praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Not my will, but your will be done.” 
  •  We’ll see His betrayal, arrest, the trials, Peter’s denial, being beaten nearly to death by a  
  Roman scourging, and ultimately being crucified on a Roman cross. 
 
•  The GOOD NEWS is – this story has a great ending: THE RESURRECTION! 
 -  All four gospels end their accounts of JESUS with the details concerning His death and 
 Resurrection. 
  •  It is the high point in all of human history. 
 
•  Today, we begin the journey. We start down the road. The ROAD to our REDEMPTION. 
 -  And it all begins with The BETRAYAL. 
 
READ: MARK 14:3-11 
 
•  There are many names in history that evoke an immediate negative reaction: HITLER, STALIN, 
MUSSOLINI, JIM JONES, SADDAM HUSSEIN, KANYE WEST, the KARDASHIANS. 
 -  But there is no name so despised and disgusting as the name of JUDAS ISCARIOT. 
 
•  Ironically, the name JUDAS is the Greek form of JUDAH which means PRAISE. 
 -  Judas had a noble name but he destroyed it. 
 
Proverbs 22:1, “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or 
gold.” 
 
Jerry Vines: “We never name our children Judas. Dante’s picture of hell takes us down to the lowest pit 
of hell, where the worst sinners are, and depicts Satan right in the center with Judas in his mouth being 
torn to pieces. In his description, Dante was trying to say that of all the sins ever committed, what Judas 
did when he betrayed the Lord was the worst of them all.” 
 
Notice, first of all ... 
(1) A FAKE FOLLOWER (Mark 14:10-11) 
 -  Apparently, the anointing of Jesus by Mary was the last straw for Judas. 
 -  John tells us Judas objected to her display of extravagant love (John 12:4-6). 
 -  His question was also his indictment: “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii 
 and given to the poor?” 
  •  His words revealed the dark side of his soul. (“Out of the abundance of the heart ...”) 
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John 12:6, “He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having 
charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it.” 
  
Mark 14:6-9.  Jesus answered him, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful 
thing to  me. For you always have the poor with you and whenever you want, you can do good for them. 
But  you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand 
for burial. And truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 
done will be told in memory of her.”  
 
•  Not only did Jesus rebuke Judas, but He also praised Mary for what she had done. 
 -  He held her up as a hero for what she’d done. 
 
Verse 10. “Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 
him to them.” 
 -  3 times in these verses Judas is referred to as “one of the twelve.” (vs. 10, 20, 43) 
 
•  Judas had been with Jesus for nearly three years. 
 -  He had heard Him teach as no one had ever taught. 
 -  He’d seen the miracles and the masses of people who sought to hear Him, see Him & touch Him. 
  •  Yet none of it seemped to have any effect on him. 
  •  He’d never had a genuine, personal salvation experience. 
 
Verse 10. The word for “went” could be translated “went off.” 
 -  It implies he was fired up about the Lord’s latest rebuke and, no doubt, took it personal. 
 
Verse 11. When the chief priests heard that Judas was willing to betray Jesus, they were beside 
themselves with unbridled glee and celebration. 
 -  This unexpected solution to their problem was an unforseen but welcome development. 
  
Dr. Phillips: “What sheer good fortune to have as their spy one who was most intimately informed of the 
Lord’s movements and intentions. ‘They were glad’ Mark says. Imagine that! They rejoiced. What terrible 
glee! What twisted souls! There was a hearty handshake all around once the terrible bargain had been 
struck and Judas was gone.” 
  
•  As for Judas, he looked for just the right moment to hand Him over. 
  
Dr. Phillips: “He watched Jesus like a hawk. He listened to every word. He was looking for a clue as to 
the time and the place when he could cash in and consummate the dark, devilish deed.”  
 
Warren Wiersbe: “Some people try to defend Judas by arguing that he betrayed Jesus in order to force 
Him into revealing His power and setting up the Jewish kingdom. Others say that he was nothing but a 
servant who obediently fulfilled God’s Word. Judas was neither a martyr or a robot. He was a responsible 
human being who made his own decisions but, in so doing, fulfilled the Word of God. He must not be 
made into either a hero (‘After all, somebody had to betray Jesus!’) or a helpless victim of merciless 
predestination. Judas was lost for the same reason millions are lost today: He did not repent of his sins 
and believe on Jesus Christ. If you have never been born again, one day you will wish you had not been 
born at all.” 
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(1) A FAKE FOLLOWER 
(2) A FINAL FEAST (Mark 14:12-16) 
 -  Mark 14:1, “It was now two days before the Passsover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.” 
 -  That would make it Wednesday, since Passover would be observed on Friday. 
 -  That means verses 3-10, the story of Judas, is a flashback to the Saturday before, when they were 
 in Bethany.  (Mark 14:1-11 isn’t in chonological order.) 
 -  Mark is contrasting the wickedness and treachery of the religious leaders and the betrayal of 
 Judas with the love and loyalty of Mary.   
  
Verse 12. “And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb ...” 
 - It was Wednesday, but by sundown, according to the Jewish calendar, it would be Thursday. 
 
John MacArthur:“There actually were two different evenings when the Passover was celebrated. The 
northern people in Galilee celebrated it on Thursday evening while the Judeans, the Saducees and the 
people in the south celebrated it on Friday evening. This is perfect, so that Jesus could celebrate the 
Passover with His friends in Galilee when they celebrated it on Thursday and still die as the Passover 
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Verse 12. “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
 
•  The PASSOVER FEAST was a very important celebration to the Jews. 
 -  It included roasted lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs (Exodus 12:8-20). 
 -  The lamb reminded the Jews of the blood that was applied to the doorposts, that night in Egypt, 
 when the death angel passed over their first born. 
 -  The bread reminded them of their haste in leaving Egypt (Exodus 12:39). 
 -  The bitter herbs were a reminder of how they suffered under Pharoah. 
 
•  The Passover had always been a celebration of FREEDOM. 
 -  But the whole celebration was about to be taken to a whole other level. 
  •  John 8:36 “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 
Verse 13. Jesus sent two of His disciples to make the arrangements. 
 -  Luke 22:8 tells us it was Peter and John. 
  
Here’s what Jesus told them: “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow 
him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’” (vs. 13) 
 
Verse 16. “And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and they 
prepared the Passover.” 
 
•  The disciples would’ve had no problem spotting the man carrying a jar of water, since that was 
normally a woman’s job. 
 -  Someone has said: “Omnipotence has its servants everywhere.” 
 
•  In spite of the official hatred of the religious leaders, Jesus never lacked a friend who was willing and 
able to help him with a boat, a donkey, an upper room or even a tomb? 
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Dr. Phillips: “Who was this man? Where was this room? What a service he rendered that day! That room 
sprang to instant fame. There the Lord washed the disciples’ feet. There He told them of His imminent 
departure, told them about the Holy Spirit, taught them of the new vine-branch relationship, and prayed 
for them with tender eloquence. There Judas received the sop and damned his soul. There the Lord 
sang His last ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ (Psalm 115-118). There some of the earliest and most memorable 
resurrection appearances took place. There, it would seem the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. There the 
church was born. Thank you, Brother Stranger! Great will be your reward in heaven, for the loaning of 
that room.” 
 
(1) A FAKE FOLLOWER 
(2) A FINAL FEAST (Mark 14:12-16) 
(3) A FATAL FACT (Mark 14:17-21) 
 -  “And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and 
 eating, Jesus said. ‘Truly I say to you one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.’” 
 -  Jesus dropped a bombshell. Although He had alluded to it when He washed their feet. 
   
John 13:10-11, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 
clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you. For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he 
said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’” 
 
 -  Did Judas’ heart skip a beat when Jesus said that?  
  •  Or was he so cold-hearted he didn’t feel a thing? 
 
Verse 19.  “They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, ‘Is it I?’” 
 -  These are the same guys who, not long ago, were arguing about who was the greatest? 
 -  Now they’re saying, “Am I the one who will betray You?” 
 
Why did they all ask the Lord, “Is it me?” 
 -  I think it’s because, when they searched their hearts they knew it could be them. 
 -  Every one of us possesses the capability to betray the Lord. 
  •  At some point in time, every one of us has betrayed the Lord or will betray Him. 
   Some people have betrayed the Lord for a lot less than 30 pieces of silver. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” 
 
•  Wouldn’t you have loved to have been a fly on the wall as they went around the room and each 
disciple repeated the same phrase, “Lord, is it me? Am I the one who is going to betray You?” 
 -  Imagine what it was like when it came Judas’ turn. 
 -  No doubt he uttered the same words with the same phony spirituality he’d been pretending to 
 possess all along. 
  •  The disciples didn’t have a clue. Nobody suspected him.  
   -  He was trusted. He was the one they trusted with the money. 
  •  But both JESUS and JUDAS knew what was going on. 
 
•  The fact of the matter was: money had changed hands and Judas had too much invested now to turn 
back. 
 -  He’d sold his soul for 30 pieces of silver. He was the ONE! 
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•  He’d made the fatal decision of forsaking the disciples and betraying the Lord. 
 -  He was one of the Twelve. But on this deal he stood all alone and will for all eternity. 
 
Verse 20. “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me.” 
 -  Judas had the seat of honor, alongside the Lord. John, was on the other side. 
 -  Jesus offered bread directly to Judas. 
  •  Was this the Lord’s last attempt to awaken Judas and bring him to a point of repentance? 
 
•  In those days if you gave somebody that first piece of bread (a sop), it was a token of special honor. 
 -  Jesus dipped it into the bowl and offered it to Judas. 
  •  John tells us that Judas took the bread. (As if nothing was wrong. But it was all wrong.) 
 
John 13:27, “Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him.” 
 -  John 13:2 tells us “the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to 
 betray him.” 
  •  Satan is always looking for a heart somewhere to give in to his sinister temptations. 
   -  The devil put his hook in the water and Judas went for the bait. 
     
The devil does the same thing to every one of us on a regular basis. 
 1 Peter 5:8, “Be soberminded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
 lion, seeking someone to devour.” 
 
Verse 21. “For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 
 
•  It’s a very short step from satanic suggestion to satanic possession. 
 -   A simple suggestion turned into eternal damnation for Judas. (Think he knew?) 
 
John 13:30, “So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.” 
 -  Judas is far from done, playing this charade. 
 -  In a matter of hours he will show up again, and with a sign of tender affection, he will betray the 
 Lord with a kiss. 
  •  Dr. Adrian Rogers called Judas “the man who kissed the door to Heaven and went to Hell.” 
 
The Road to our Redemption begins with a BETRAYAL. 
 
One commentator said: “The most evil, despicable act ever perpetrated by evil men and yet the most 
wonderful, loving act every perpetrated by God. The worst miscarriage of justice in history and yet the 
greatest satisfaction of justice in history.” 
 -  The CROSS was the Roman’s signature of death and it was BRUTAL. 
 -  But the CROSS is God’s signature of life and it is ETERNAL!   
  Isaiah 53:10, “Yet, it was the will of the Lord to crush Him ...” 
 
•  If you don’t understand the cross, that God killed Jesus – not for His sins, He had none, but for ours, 
you can’t be a Christian. 
 (1906) “The way of the Cross leads home. The way of the Cross leads home. It is sweet to 
 know, as I onward go, The way of the Cross leads home.”  


