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“MARK” Series, Message #47                       Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“CAN YOU LOVE JESUS TOO MUCH?” 
(Text: Mark 14:1-9) 

 
•  We come to the 14th Chapter of Mark this morning and we’re going to see the very best and the very 
worst of what people are capable of doing. 
 -  One is a woman who expressed her love for Jesus in extravagant fashion. 
 -  The other is a man who revealed a hardened, darkened heart of betrayal against the Lord. 
 
Chapter 14 opens with the account of the chief priests and scribes trying to find a way to arrest Jesus 
and kill him. 
 -  But they were afraid to do it during the feast.  
  •  The Passover & The Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
 
Verses 1-2. “It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief 
priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, for they said, ‘Not during 
the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” 
 
Verses 3-9, are actually an interlude or parenthetical thought between vs. 1-2 and vs. 10, which gives the 
account of the betrayal of JESUS. 
 -  The religious leaders found a way to get to Jesus. 
  •  Having one of His own disciples turn on Him was perfect for their plan. 
 
•  In the middle of that account, Mark contrasts the wickedness and treachery of the religious leaders 
and the betrayal of Judas with the love and loyalty of Mary. 
  
Warren Wiersbe: “The ugliness of their sins makes the beauty of her sacrifice even more meaningful.” 
 
•  We pick up the story in vs. 3.  READ: Mark 14:3-9 
 
Matthew records this account (Matthew 26:6-13). So does John (John 12:1-8). 
 
•  John tells us this was Jesus’ second visit to the village of Bethany. 
 -  In chapter 11, Jesus had been there in connection with the death of Lazarus. 
 -  In chapter 12, Jesus is again in Bethany. But this time it’s in connection with His own death.  
 
John also tells us this took place six days before the Passover (John 12:1). 
 -  Which means Mark 14:1-11 isn’t in chronological order. 
  •  It’s actually a flashback to the previous Saturday. Passover would be on Friday. 
   -  In 6 days, Jesus would die on the cross for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Verse 3.  There’s a dinner being held in honor of Jesus, in the home of Simon the leper. 
 -  He would’ve had to be a former leper or he wouldn’t have been having a dinner party. 
 -  Apparently, Jesus had healed him of his leprosy and he’d invited some of his friends over. 
  • This dinner was a “thank you” dinner in honor of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
•  So, the friends of Jesus gather together to honor Him and enjoy some fellowship with Him. 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Two 
 
•  Neither Matthew nor Mark give us the name of the woman here. 
 -  John tells us it was Mary of Bethany. The sister of Martha and Lazarus. 
 
Mary is found 4 times in the gospels and each time she is at the feet of Jesus. (Mark 14:3-9; Luke 10:38-
42; John 11:31-32; 12:1-8). 
 
Notice first of all: 
(1) THE ADORATION OF MARY  (Mark 14:3) 
 -  Vs. 3.  Mary brings some expensive perfume and pours it on the head of Jesus.   
 -  John says she also wiped His feet with her hair and the whole house was filled with the fragrance 
 of the perfume. 

 
(a) Her actions cost something (vs. 3) 
  -  What Mary did was spontaneous and extravagant. 
  -  What she did was very costly.  (Almost a pound – 16 ounces.)  

 
•  This was a fragrant, oil. Perfume from a plant in eastern India and it was extremely expensive.  
 -  Perfume is expensive today. 
 -  You can purchase a gallon of gas for $2.85. 
  •  But you can’t get a gallon of perfume for that. 
 
•  Mary had been saving this perfume that was worth a year’s wages (John 12:5), and she’d kept this 
perfume for Jesus (John 12:7). 
 
•  Why didn’t she use that perfume for her brother Lazarus, when he died? 

-  Because, she was totally consecrated to JESUS and saved her best to give to Him. 
 
Love is always costly. 
 -  John 3:16.  “God so loved the world, He gave His only Son ...” (Genuine love is always costly.) 
 

“Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to Thee. 
Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.” 

 
•  Has your love for Jesus cost you anything lately? Have you given what you could?  
 -  Or have you given what you should? 
 
 •  Mary gave lavishly and lovingly. Love is like that. It’s kind of reckless when you think about it. 
 -  When you love someone you have a tendency to get carried away. 
 -  Love is extravagant and doesn’t always know where to draw the line. 
 
•  I’m praying that God would help every one of us to get carried away with the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 -  That we would get so completely sold out to Him, that He would get the very best we have. 
 
2 Samuel 24:24, King David said, “I will not give to the Lord that which costs me nothing.” 
 
 (b) Her actions revealed something. 
  •  It was an act of honor to anoint the head of a person (Psalm 23:5). 
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•  She took the position of a slave and anointed, not only the feet of Jesus, but also His head. 
 -  She let her hair down, which was frowned upon by society. She humbled herself before Jesus. 
 
•  Mary symbolizes all who love the Savior with all their hearts and hold nothing back. 
 
 (c) Her actions produced something. 
  •  The whole house was filled with the fragrance of her perfume. 
  •  Everyone was affected by it. 
 
•  She didn’t do it for other people – she did it for Jesus. But others were blessed by what she did. 
  
•  When you do what you do, out of love for Jesus, it spills over and other people get the fragrance of 
what you’ve done. 
 
ILL.  Missionaries don’t go to foreign fields because of their love for the people there. They go because 
of their love for Jesus.  But other people are blessed by their love for Jesus. 
 
•  That’s why we put a high priority around here on loving Jesus. 
 -  There’s a fragrance about people who love Jesus and it touches the lives of others. 

•  The fragrance of what Mary did, not only filled that house – it has also filled the world. 
  
Matthew 26:13, “I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she 
has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 
 
•  The fragrance of what Mary did is still blessing people today. 
 -  Do you want to have a great legacy? Do you want your life to go on after you’re gone? 
 -  Do you want your influence to continue long after you’ve gone to Heaven? 
 
•  You focus on consecrating your life totally to JESUS and there’ll be a fragrance and a blessing about 
your life that will continue on and on for years to come. 

 
•  I wish I could stop right there and give the invitation and we could go home. But I can’t. 
 -  Everywhere the ROSE grows, there’s also a THORN. 

-  When we come to the 4th verse, we meet a well-known character in the Bible named Judas. 
  
(2) THE AGGRAVATION OF JUDAS  (Mark 14:4-5) 
 -  Mark says, “There were some who said to themselves, indignantly, ‘Why was this ointment 
 wasted like that?” (vs. 4) 
 -  John singles out Judas as the one who complained. He would also be the one who would betray 
 Jesus. 
  
 (a) His words are critical (vs. 4b) 
  •  This sounds like something the Scribes and Pharisees would say. 
  •  All three gospel writers say it was the disciples of JESUS. John says it was Judas. 
  •  These are the first recorded words of Judas.  (Words reveal what’s in your heart.) 
   -  His words ruin the beauty of the evening at this dinner. 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 
 

Page Four 
 
•  If you live for Jesus, the world will criticize you.  (2 Timothy 3:12) 
 -  The world will make fun of you, mock you and criticize you. 
  •  They don’t understand our love for JESUS. 
 
 (b) His words are judgmental (vs. 5) 
  •  “For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the 
  poor.” 
  •  He’s passing judgment.  Matthew 26:8 says, “Why this waste?” 
   -  Nothing you ever do for Jesus is a waste!  
  •  The problem with Judas is his perspective. It’s always about the cost. 
 
•  Judas had dollar signs for eyes and deposit boxes for hands. 
 -  “What’s it going to cost?  How much is it?” 
    
 (c) His words are hypocritical 
  •  John tells us he didn’t care about the poor, he was a thief!   
   -  He used to steal from the Lord’s treasury. 
  •  He was siphoning funds away from the other disciples and using it on himself. 
   -  Judas even used some of those funds to buy a field where one day, he hung himself. 
   
•  The world is full of hypocritical Judases who sound spiritual. But just like Judas it’s not because they 
care about the poor or whatever excuse they’re using. 
 
•  If you really want to waste your life – just live it for yourself and the things of this world. 
 
The ADORATION of MARY, The AGGRAVATION of JUDAS . . . 
(3) THE AFFIRMATION OF JESUS  (Mark 14:6-9) 
 (a) Words of protection and praise (vs. 6a) 
  •  “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.” 
  •  Apparently, Mary was the only one who got it. She spent time at the feet of Jesus listening. 
   -  She knew He was going to die. 
  •  So why didn’t she wait until He died? 
   -  Because she got the message. Jesus was going to come back again. 
 
Dr. John Phillips: “Mary of Bethany seems to have been the only one who believed the truth of the 
resurrection. You won’t find her at the cross or at the tomb. Nor was it cowardice or despair that kept her 
away. You’ll find Mary, the Lord’s mother, at the cross. You’ll find Mary Magdalene at the tomb.  You’ll 
find Mary the mother of James and Joses at the cross and at the tomb. But not Mary of Bethany.  She 
had not the slightest need to be at either place. She was already standing on resurrection ground.” 
 
 (b) Words of priority (vs. 7-8) 
  •  “You will always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.” 
   
•  Jesus wasn’t saying we shouldn’t help the poor. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:11, “There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be 
openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.” 
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•  All the poverty reduction programs in the world won’t eliminate it from the earth. 
 
•  Here in Mark 14, He’s talking about priorities. 
  
•  “You can help the poor continually.  But you’ve got an opportunity to do something right now that 
you’ll never have again.” 
 
•  When the opportunity comes to do something for JESUS, we better do it while the opportunity is there. 
 -  Take advantage of the opportunity and do it. 
 
 (c) Words of promise (vs. 9) 
  •  Jesus said wherever the gospel was preached, what Mary had done would be lifted up and  
  praised as an example of what it means when someone really loves the Lord. 
 
Dr. Vines: “Jesus took her generosity and memorialized it for eternity. Everything we do for Jesus is 
never forgotten. It has eternal value. Nothing we do for him escapes his notice. You can’t do everything, 
but you can do something. You can’t win all the lost people in the world, but you can win some of them. 
You can’t comfort all the lonely people in the world, but you can encourage some of them. So do what 
you can do for Jesus today.” 
 
I want to close with the words Jesus used to refer to Mary:  
 -   “She has done what she could ...” (vs. 8) 
 
WOULD JESUS SAY THAT ABOUT US?  
 -  That we had done everything we could?  
 -  That we had given Him our absolute best? 
 
•  If not, maybe it’s time we get carried away with our love for Him. 
 
•  Don’t worry about over-doing it.  
 
 YOU CAN’T LOVE JESUS TOO MUCH! 
 
 
 


