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“MARK” Series, Message #45                                     Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE LESSON OF THE FIG TREE” 
(Text: Mark 13:28-31) 

 
For almost a month now, we’ve been looking at the future. The END TIMES. The LAST DAYS. 
 -  The 13th Chapter of Mark deals with a discussion Jesus had with His disciples. 
 -  As they left the TEMPLE on Wednesday, of what is called PASSION WEEK, the final days of 
 JESUS’ life before His DEATH, BURIAL and RESURRECTION, one of them made a comment. 
  •  It was a comment about the magnificence of the TEMPLE. 
 
•  Jesus told them a day was coming when there wouldn’t be a single stone left upon another (vs. 2). 
 -  They had to be stunned by that. 
  
•  So, when they got to the Mt. of Olives, looking back at the Temple, Peter, James, Andrew and John 
asked Him, “When is that going to happen? And what will be the sign that its about to take place.” 
 
•  He didn’t tell them WHEN, but He told them WHAT was going to happen. 
 1. The Temple would be destroyed. 
 2. Deceivers and false teachers would be everywhere. 
 3. Persecution would be pervasive, painful and even personal. 
 
What is coming will be UNPRECEDENTED. 
•  The RAPTURE will take place (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 
 -  Both the CHURCH and the HOLY SPIRIT will be removed from the earth. 
 -  This signals the beginning of the 7-year period known as the TRIBULATION. 
 
Dr. MacArthur: “The Tribulation will encompass the entire world but will focus on the nation and people 
of Israel. It will mark the end of MAN’S DAY and the coming of GOD’S.” 
 
•  The nation of Israel will think the Antichrist is their FRIEND, because he encourages them to rebuild 
their TEMPLE and protects them while they’re doing it. 
 -  The first 3½ years will be peaceful and uneventful. 
 -  The final 3½ years will be dreadful and unbearable.  
  •  WHY? Because the ANTICHRIST will turn on the JEWS. 
 
Isaiah 10:20, “In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more lean 
on him who struck them, but will lean on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.” 
 -  A time is coming when most of the people of Israel will be slaughtered by an ENEMY they 
 thought was their FRIEND.  
  •  Only a REMNANT will escape (Zechariah 13:8-9). 
 
•  The ANTICHRIST will set up an image of himself in the Temple and demand worship. 
 -  That’s the event that will initiate the final 3 ½ years of the TRIBULATION.  
 
Mark 13:24 says, “But in those days, AFTER THAT TRIBULATION, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give it’s light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken.” 
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Verse 26, “And then they will see the SON of MAN coming in clouds with great power and glory.” 
 
•  At the end of the GREAT TRIBULATION, JESUS will return with His CHURCH, “the armies of Heaven, 
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure ... following Him on white horses” (Revelation 19:14). 
 
READ: MARK 13:28-31. We pick up the text in verse 28. 
 
•  Jesus didn’t want His disciples to get so caught up in the prophecies of the future they’d neglect their 
responsibilities in the present. 
 -  So He closed what is known as the OLIVET DISCOURSE with two parables. 
  •  Matthew’s account adds three: The Ten Bridesmaids, The Talents and The Sheep & the  
  Goats. 
 -  Mark shares two: The Parable of the Fig Tree and The Parable of the Householder 
  •  The first one emphasizes that JESUS’ coming is near. 
  •  The second emphasizes that no one knows when it will happen. 
 
•  Isn’t that a contradiction? No, because Jesus is addressing two different things and two different 
groups. 
 
•  We’ll look at the first parable this morning. 
 
Notice, first of all, Jesus gives ... 
(1) A SIMPLE ILLUSTRATION (Mark 13:28) 
 -  Vs. 28, “From the fig tree learn it’s lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
 leaves, you know that summer is near.” 
 -  Some scholars believe this is a reference to the nation of Israel. 
  •  But Luke 21:29 says, “Look at all the trees ... as soon as they come out in leaf, you see for  
  yourselves and know that the summer is already near.” 
 -  The best rendering of this is that it is a simple illustration. 
 
Judges 9:1-15.  JOTHAM used a FIG TREE as an analogy or illustration to make a point. 
Jeremiah 24:2. JEREMIAH refers to people as good and bad FIGS. 
Hosea 9:10. HOSEA refers to the patriarchs as FIG TREES. 
 
 -  So, it’s not unusual for FIGS or FIG TREES to be used as an illustration. 
 
•  The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. 
 -  In Mark 13:14, we get a better grasp of WHO Jesus is referring to here. 
 -  “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (LET THE 
 READER UNDERSTAND), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” 
 
•  “When the abomination of desolation” takes place. That’s the Antichrist setting up his image in the 
Temple. 
 -  That happens 3½ years into the Tribulation. 
 -  When all the devastation begins to break loose on the earth, like watching a FIG TREE or all the 
 trees, when their leaves come out and you know summer is near . . . 
 -  So, those who witness those things happening should know the RETURN of CHRIST is near, too! 
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•  Leaves come in the SPRING and you know SUMMER isn’t far away. 
 -  When the Antichrist SPRINGS his evil surprise on the Jews, and really the whole world, anyone 
 alive during those days can know that JESUS is coming soon! 
 
Which leads us to . . . 
(2) A PERSONAL APPLICATION (Mark 13:29-30) 
 -  “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.” 
 -  As Christians, we aren’t looking for signs. We’re looking for the Savior. 
  •  He’s coming for the Church and His coming is imminent. 
  •  There isn’t a single thing that has to happen, not a single prophecy has to be fulfilled. 
  •  Just the “sound of the trumpet of God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and we’ll be raptured. 
 -  But during the Tribulation, they’ll be watching for signs. 
   
Wake up call #1 will be the Rapture of the Church. 
 -  When millions of people are suddenly gone, don’t you think people will begin to ask questions? 
  •  “Where’d all those people go?” 
  •  “Didn’t they say something about Jesus coming back for them?” 
  •  “Weren’t they talking about going to Heaven and it could happen at any time?” 
  •  “Doesn’t the Bible say something about Christians being taken?” 
  
ILL.  We used to sing a song called, “They will know we are Christians by our love.” 
 -  When the RAPTURE takes place, they will know we were Christians because we’re gone. 
  •  That will be Wake up call #1. 
 
Wake up call #2 will be the Abomination of Desolation. 
 -  It won’t be the rebuilding of the Temple because that will seem like the right thing to do for the 
 Jews and the rest of the world will view it as a harmless thing. 
 -  But when the ANTICHRIST, who at first becomes famous for his ability to broker PEACE and 
 CALM, suddenly turns on the JEWS and turns into a MADMAN demanding the worship of the 
 world, it’ll be a HUGE wake up call. 
 
Verse 29, “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.” 
 
•  And then, verse 30, “Truly, I say to you, this generation ...” (not the disciples or the people living at the 
time when Jesus said this) “this generation ...” (the people living when these things start taking place), 
“will not pass away until all these things take place.” 
 -  It’s going to happen rapidly and relentlessly with no break until JESUS breaks through the 
 clouds and ends it all. 
 
•  Knowing these things will help those living at the time to endure what’s coming, to be faithful to the 
end and to be witnesses to others. 
  
Then, Jesus adds ... 
(3) A POWERFUL DESIGNATION (Mark 13:31) 
 -  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 
 -  Heaven and earth will pass away. The Bible is clear about that. 
 -  Did you know you’re living on a temporary planet? This was never a permanent planet.  
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•  At the beginning of His ministry in Galilee, Jesus made a similar statement in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass away from the 
Law until it is accomplished” (Matthew 5:18). 
 
•  The day will come when we will no longer need the written Word, because we will be in the literal 
presence of the LIVING WORD, the Lord, JESUS CHRIST. 
 -  But that won’t happen until everything has been accomplished. 
 
•  Once God’s sovereign plan has been carried out, both heaven and earth won’t just pass away, they’ll 
be destroyed. 
 
2 Peter 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are 
done on it will be exposed.” 
 
Verses 11-12, “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 
of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!” 
 
Why hasn’t that happened yet? 
 -  With all the evil going on in our world, with all the bad things that are happening? 
 -  Why doesn’t God just step in and end it all? 
 
2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
 
Did you know that GOD wants EVERYONE to go to Heaven? 
 
 1 Timothy 2:3-4, “This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all 
 people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
 
•  God wants everyone to go to Heaven and everyone who wants to go to Heaven can go. 
 -  But there’s only one road that leads to Heaven. There’s only One way. 
 -  John 14:6, JESUS said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
 except through me.” 
 
 Mark 13:31, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  
 •  Jesus was saying, “You can count on MY WORDS. You can take them to the bank.” 
 
What “words” would Jesus be referring to? The immediate context would be all of Mark 13. 
 -  But it would include every word of Scripture (John 1:1; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-3). 
 
Three Promises We Can Count On: 
1. Heaven and earth will pass away (Mark 13:31; Matthew 5:18) 
2. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us (John 14:1-4). 
3. There’s going to be a new Heaven and a new Earth in which righteousness dwells  
 (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1-8). 
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Peter said, “But according to HIS PROMISE we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 
 
SO WHAT’S THE APPLICATION TO US? 
 
•  We’re not going to be here when “those things are taking place” (Mark 13:29). 
 -  We’re in the CHURCH. We’re not in that “generation.” 
  
•  The people living in the last days, when those things start taking place, need to be PAYING 
ATTENTION. Like watching the leaves on a tree and knowing that summer is near. 
 -  So, what about us living in these days? We need to be PREPARED. 
 
1) WE NEED TO BE READY  
 -  As I shared earlier, Jesus is coming for the Church and His coming is imminent. 
  •  There isn’t a single thing that has to happen, not a single prophecy has to be fulfilled. 
   -  Just the “sound of the trumpet of God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and we’ll be raptured. 
 -  It could happen today. It could happen tonight. It could happen at any moment. 
 -  We need to be READY. 
 
2) WE NEED TO BE WITNESSES (Acts 1:8) 
 -  Because we know what’s COMING, we ought to be CONCERNED enough to share CHRIST 
 with everyone we can. 
  
ILL.  We’ve all been watching with great concern, the EBOLA situation in Dallas.  
 -  Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas has become ground zero, ever since they 
 provided care for Thomas Duncan, who died of the virus on October 8th. 
 -  As of today, two medical workers who cared for him have also contracted the virus. 
 -  What if you had the CURE to EBOLA?  
 -  What if you had what everybody else desperately needed? 
   
•  Even those who didn’t know they needed it, because they thought they were alright? 
 -  Even those who lived their life as if there were no crisis or concern? 
  
•  Would you keep the CURE to yourself? Would you hide it or hoard it? 
 -  Would you let people really DIE, when you knew all along you had what could save them? 
 
Of course not! If you and I had the CURE, we’d share it.  
 -  We wouldn’t even be here this morning. We’d be sharing the CURE so people could live. 
 
Here’s the bottom line ... 
 -  You and I have the CURE to man’s greatest disease, man’s greatest crisis: SIN! 
 -  The CURE is the Lord, JESUS CHRIST. 
   
•  Would we really let people we love go through the coming Tribulation?   
 
•  Worse yet, would we really let people we know and love go to Hell and spend an eternity without 
CHRIST? 


