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“MARK” Series, Message #44                                    Barry L. Cameron • Pastor 
 
 

“THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN” 
(Text: Mark 13:24-27) 

 
•  We come this morning, in our study of the Gospel of Mark, to the most anticipated event in all of 
human history: the RETURN OF CHRIST. 
 -  Our passage is brief, (four verses) but our subject is massive and magnificent. 
 -  There have been more songs written and more sermons preached on THE SECOND COMING 
 of CHRIST than almost any other subject you can think of. 
 
READ: MARK 13:24-27 
 
Notice FOUR THINGS from our text: 
(1) THE SETTING (Mark 13:24a) 
 -  The events of the 13th Chapter of Mark take place on Wednesday of what is called PASSION 
 WEEK. 
 -  Friday, JESUS will be crucified and on Sunday He will RISE FROM THE DEAD. 
 -  His public ministry ended on Wednesday, when He and His disciples left the Temple and the city 
 of Jerusalem. 
 -  They were sitting on the hillside of the Mt. of Olives, as Jesus explained what was coming. 
  •  One word sums up everything Jesus said was going to happen: UNPRECEDENTED. 
 
•  Besides the unimaginable evil of the Antichrist and his demonic forces, the Book of Revelation details 
the escalating intensity of God’s wrath upon sinful, rebellious mankind. (Revelation 6 – 16) 
   
Verse 24. “But in those days, AFTER THAT TRIBULATION ...” 
  
 -  Jesus makes it clear in these verses that HIS RETURN, HIS SECOND COMING, will take place 
 immediately after the horrifying period known as the GREAT TRIBULATION. 
  •  The second 3½ years of the 7-year Tribulation period. 
 
One commentator said: “The context makes clear that those days refer to the preceding days of 
tribulation that Jesus has just been describing. They are the final days of unsurpassed tragedy that will 
mark the end of the present world age, days during which the Holy Spirit will have been removed from 
the earth, the church will have been raptured, and Satan will have been allowed almost unrestricted 
freedom in his final but futile attempt to usurp rule of the earth for himself. With the abomination of 
desolation, Satan will inaugurate the Great Tribulation, desecrating the restored Temple and 
slaughtering every Jew and Christian he can lay hands on. The Lord’s coming to reign will take place at 
the conclusion of this time of tribulation.” 
 
Zechariah 13:8-9, during those days, two thirds of the Jews living in Palestine will be slaughtered. Only a 
third will survive. 
 -  144,000 of them will be saved to evangelize the world. 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. 
 (Revelation 7:4-8; 14:1-5) 
 
•  Somehow, those Jews will be supernaturally sealed and protected by God so the Antichrist and none 
of his minions can touch them. 
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So the SETTING of THE RETURN OF CHRIST will be the days immediately following the GREAT 
TRIBULATION. 
 
Notice also ... 
(2) THE SCENE (Mark 13:24b-25) 
 -  Verses 24b-25, “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will 
 be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.” 
 -  Just when it looks like Satan has control of everything, God will shake His creation from top to 
 bottom – the heavens and the earth. 
 
That happens now. Puny man gets to thinking he’s running the show down here and he’s got everything 
under control and doesn’t need anybody else, least of all, God. 
 -  So God shakes things up a little. An earthquake, a series of tornadoes, a Tsunami, a volcano 
 erupts. 
 
•  This will be vastly different in that God will shake everything in heaven and earth. 
 -  The sun and moon will be shut off. Even the stars will fall from the sky. 
  
Luke 21:25-26, “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations 
in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 
 -  The events will be so calamitous that men will faint from absolute terror. 
 -  The word for “faint” means “to expire” or “stop breathing.” (People will literally die of fright.) 
 
•  No hurricane, tornado, Tsunami, earthquake, volcanic eruption or any other natural disaster in all of 
human history will come close to the disruption, destruction and devastation of those days. 
 
Hebrews 1:3, “He (JESUS) is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.” 
 -  Jesus created everything and sustains everything. When He takes His hands off, everything will 
 fall apart. 
  •  The orbits of the stars, the separation of planets, nothing will be able to function normally. 
  •  Every aspect of the physical world will be thrown into utter chaos. 
 
•  That’s why you want to stay close to Jesus and you want Jesus’ hand of blessing on your life, your 
family, your home, your marriage, your work. 
 -  Because when He takes His hands off, or we tell Him to take His hands off, everything falls apart. 
 
700 years before CHRIST, ISAIAH predicted the devastation of the end times (ISAIAH 13:6-13). 
 -  That prophecy applied in part to the destruction of Babylon (Daniel 5:30-31). 
 -  But the events described were far too universal and catastrophic to have only been for Babylon. 
 
•  What happened to ancient Babylon was merely a microcosm of what will happen to the whole universe 
just before Jesus returns. 
 
(1) THE SETTING 
(2) THE SCENE 
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(3) THE SAVIOR (Mark 13:26) 
 -  When the entire universe is in moral, spiritual, and physical free fall, the SAVIOR will appear. 
 -  The King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Rose of Sharon and the Bright and Morning Star. 
 -  The Lion of the tribe of Judah. The Fairest of Ten Thousand. 
 -  Verse 26, “And they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” 
 -  This isn’t going to be a SIGN. This is going to be the SAVIOR! 
  •  Matthew 24:30. JESUS is the sign. 
   -  It’s not just His glory. It’s HIM, in great power and glory. 
 
•  Just as the catastrophic destruction of the Tribulation will be unprecedented, this magnificent 
manifestation of the power and glory of JESUS CHRIST will be as well. 
  
Verse 26, “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.” 
 -  The Psalmist wrote about God using clouds as his chariot. 
 
Psalm 104:1-3, “Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with 
splendor and majesty, covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a 
tent, He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; he makes the clouds his chariot; he rides on the 
wings of the wind.” 
 
•  No one will miss seeing the RETURN OF CHRIST. It will be so massive and magnificent that no one can 
miss it. 
  
Dr. MacArthur: “The sight of Him in blazing glory will be so unbearably fearful that rebellious mankind 
will cry out for the mountains and rocks to fall on them to hide them ‘from the presence of him who sits 
on the throne’ (Rev. 6:16). But instead of being driven to the Lord in reverent repentance, they will flee 
from Him in continued rejection, cursing and blaspheming His name (Rev. 16:9). 
 Some people, however, will be brought to their knees in brokenness, acknowledging their need of 
God’s forgiveness and redemption. When they see the Son of Man in His glory and righteousness, they 
will finally confess their own wickedness and unrighteousness. There will be some from all the tribes of 
the earth who will mourn over their rebellion against God and their rejection of His Son. Having heard 
the gospel proclaimed (Matthew 24:14; Rev. 14:6), those people will turn from and mourn over their sin 
and receive Christ as Lord and Savior.” 
 
Dr. Phillips: “The mobilized millions, massed at Megiddo, will look up. They will see Him. The preceding 
signs in the sky will have drawn and held their attention and stayed their hands. Those signs, however, 
are only preliminary. Next, they will see the Lord Himself! What a terrifying, paralyzing sight it will be to 
those godless men who are mobilized by the Antichrist, inspired by Satan, and deceived by the False 
Prophet who are massed at Megiddo. They will see the Lord in all of His glory. They will be terrified. The 
world is being invaded from outer space. 
 We talk about ‘the Battle’ of Armageddon. One glimpse of Christ, and His foes, from the least to the 
greatest, will be utterly paralyzed. John tells us of the ‘sword’ that comes out of His mouth (Rev. 1:15). 
One word from Him, and it all will be over! The Antichrist and the False Prophet will be hurled into the 
lake of fire. The godless millions will be swept into a lost eternity. Satan will be incarcerated in the Abyss 
(Rev. 20:1-3). The Lord has come at last!” 
 
•  You might be wondering, “WHERE ARE WE GOING TO BE when all this happens?” 
 



© 2015. All rights reserved. 

Page Four 
  
•  I believe the church is RAPTURED, taken to Heaven, at the beginning of the Tribulation. 
  
Revelation 3:10, “Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord.” 
 -  Clearly, the RAPTURE is a completely different event from THE SECOND COMING. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52, “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 
be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.” 
 
John 14:1-3. “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also.” 
 -  In that passage, Jesus is clearly coming for His church. There’s no mention of judgment. No 
 mention of catastrophic signs in the heavens, etc. 
 
READ: Revelation 19:6-9. This gives the details of the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
 -  The LAMB is JESUS. Who is the LAMB’S BRIDE? THE CHURCH. 
 
•  The “Marriage Supper” takes place before CHRIST RETURNS.  (Revelation 19:11-16) 
 -  And WHO does He return with? “The armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure.” 
 
WHO’S THAT? Revelation 19:7b-8, “His BRIDE has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
herself with fine linen, bright and pure – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.” 
 -  We can’t COME BACK with CHRIST from Heaven unless we’ve already GONE TO Heaven. 
   
•  Because of the RAPTURE, instead of looking up to the sky when JESUS appears like everyone else on 
earth, the saints of all ages will be looking down from the sky as they return to earth with Him 
(Revelation 19:14). 
 
Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ who is your life appears, then YOU ALSO WILL APPEAR WITH HIM IN 
GLORY.” 
  
•  The RAPTURE gets us to Heaven, so we can participate in “THE MARRIAGE SUPPER of the LAMB,” 
and be ready to return with Him for HIS SECOND COMING. 
 
DON’T MISS THIS: JESUS has always been here for us – through our entire lives. 
 -  But the Bible says, when He came the FIRST TIME, “He came unto His own and His own 
 received Him not” (John 1:11). 
  
•  When JESUS comes back for the SECOND TIME, we’re all coming back with Him. 
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(1) THE SETTING 
(2) THE SCENE 
(3) THE SAVIOR  
 
Finally, notice ... 
(4) THE SUMMONS (Mark 13:27) 
 -  Luke 21:28, “Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
 because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 -  As we’ve already seen, we won’t be here when the Tribulation begins.  
  •  When the Abomination of Desolation takes place, when the Antichrist sets up his image in  
  the restored Temple and demands worship from every man, woman, boy and girl on the earth. 
 -  Remember, Mark doesn’t give us all the details. He just wants to tell us about Jesus. 
  
Verse 27, “And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 
 -  Notice that last phrase: from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 
 
WHAT is this referring to and WHEN will it happen? 
 -  Obviously, this is a reference to the time following CHRIST’S SECOND COMING. 
  • The battle is over. 
 
Revelation 19:20-21, “And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had 
done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped its image. The two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest 
were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds 
were gorged with their flesh.” 
 
•  Believers who are still alive at that point, and there will be many of them because they found a place of 
refuge, will be protected. 
 -  Some will have heard the TWO WITNESESS or the 144,000 JEWISH EVANGELISTS. 
 -  There will be many who heard the ANGEL who proclaimed the gospel (Revelation 14:6-7). 
  •  Many will have been martyred and slain for their faith. But many will still be alive. 
  
“He will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.” 
 -  Every believer from heaven and earth, from every age, will be gathered together for the Kingdom. 
 
HERE’S THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION:  Will YOU be there? 
 
•  Our focus shouldn’t be on the LAST DAYS. Our focus should be TODAY. 
 -  If you’re a believer, if you’re a Christian, you need to be a WITNESS for CHRIST (Acts 1:8) 
 
•  If you’ve never given your life to JESUS, you know what you ought to do? 
   


